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The Mitsubishi Pajero, renowned for its durability and off-road prowess, has been a favorite among
enthusiasts and professionals alike for decades. Central to its performance is the 4D56 engine, a
robust diesel powerplant that has powered countless Pajero models worldwide. Proper maintenance
and timely repairs are crucial to ensuring the longevity and optimal performance of this engine. A
comprehensive repair manual for the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 serves as an invaluable resource for
mechanics, DIY enthusiasts, and owners aiming to understand the intricacies of this engine. In this
article, we delve into the details of the 4D56 engine, provide guidance on maintenance procedures,
common repairs, troubleshooting tips, and essential specifications to help you keep your Pajero
running smoothly.

Overview of the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 Engine

History and Applications

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine is a 2.5-liter four-cylinder turbocharged diesel engine that first appeared
in the late 1980s. Its design emphasizes durability, fuel efficiency, and performance, making it a
popular choice for SUVs, pickups, and commercial vehicles. The engine was used extensively in the
Mitsubishi Pajero, L200, and other model lines, with various updates over the years to improve
power output and emissions.

Technical Specifications

Key specifications of the 4D56 engine include:

- Displacement: 2.5 liters (2498 cc)
- Configuration: Inline four-cylinder
- Turbocharging: Yes, with intercooler in many models
- Fuel system: Indirect injection (pre-combustion chamber)
- Power output: Ranges from approximately 85 to 100 horsepower, depending on the model and

year
- Torque: Around 180 to 220 Nm
- Compression ratio: Typically around 22:1
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Understanding these specifications is essential when performing repairs or replacements, as they
influence compatible parts and procedures.

Maintenance Procedures for Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56

Regular Service Intervals

Adhering to recommended service intervals prolongs engine life. Typical maintenance tasks include:

- Oil change: Every 5,000 to 10,000 km
- Oil filter replacement: During every oil change
- Air filter inspection and replacement: Every 10,000 km or sooner if dusty conditions prevail
- Fuel filter replacement: Every 20,000 km
- Coolant check and replacement: Every 40,000 km or 2 years
- Timing belt inspection: Every 60,000 km, with replacement as needed

Engine Oil and Filter Replacement

Proper lubrication is vital for engine health. When changing oil:

- Use the manufacturer-recommended oil grade (e.g., 10W-30 or 15W-40 synthetic or mineral
oils)

- Drain the old oil completely
- Replace the oil filter with a genuine Mitsubishi or equivalent filter
- Refill with fresh oil, checking the level with the dipstick

Cooling System Maintenance

The cooling system prevents overheating:

- Regularly check coolant levels
- Flush and replace coolant as per schedule
- Inspect hoses for leaks or cracks
- Ensure radiator fins are clean and unobstructed

Air and Fuel Filter Replacement

Filters prevent contaminants:
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- Replace air filters more frequently if driving in dusty environments
- Change fuel filters to prevent clogging and ensure proper fuel delivery

Common Repairs and Troubleshooting

Engine Starting Problems

Possible Causes:

- Low battery voltage
- Faulty glow plugs
- Fuel system issues
- Compression problems

Troubleshooting Steps:

- Check battery condition and connections
- Test glow plugs for continuity
- Inspect fuel lines and filters
- Perform compression test if needed

Loss of Power or Poor Performance

Possible Causes:

- Clogged air or fuel filters
- Turbocharger failure
- Injector problems
- Exhaust restrictions

Troubleshooting Steps:

- Clean or replace filters
- Check turbocharger operation
- Test injectors for spray pattern and flow
- Inspect exhaust system for blockages
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Excessive Smoke Emissions

Types of Smoke and Causes:

- Black smoke: Fuel richness, clogged air filter, or faulty injectors
- White smoke: Coolant leak or head gasket failure
- Blue smoke: Oil burning due to worn piston rings or valve seals

Troubleshooting Steps:

- Check air intake and filters
- Perform coolant system pressure test
- Inspect oil consumption and engine components

Overheating Issues

Common Causes:

- Low coolant levels
- Faulty thermostat
- Water pump failure
- Radiator blockage

Solutions:

- Top up or replace coolant
- Replace thermostat if stuck closed
- Repair or replace water pump
- Clean radiator fins

Repair Manual Content and Guidance

Engine Disassembly and Reassembly

A detailed repair manual provides step-by-step instructions, including:
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- Drainage procedures
- Removal of engine components such as the cylinder head, timing belt, pistons, and valves
- Inspection and replacement of worn parts
- Torque specifications for bolts and nuts
- Reassembly procedures ensuring correct timing and alignment

Timing Belt Replacement

The timing belt is crucial for engine synchronization:

- Remove accessory belts and covers
- Align timing marks on camshaft and crankshaft pulleys
- Replace the belt with a genuine or high-quality aftermarket part
- Ensure proper tension and reassemble covers

Cylinder Head Repair

Common head repair tasks include:

- Checking for warping or cracks
- Valve seat reconditioning
- Replacing valve seals
- Replacing head gasket

Injector Service and Calibration

Diesel injectors require precise calibration:

- Remove injectors for testing
- Clean or replace injectors as necessary
- Use specialized equipment to calibrate spray patterns

Troubleshooting Electrical and Sensor Issues

Common Sensor Problems

Sensors like the crankshaft position sensor, coolant temperature sensor, and mass airflow sensor
can cause performance issues if faulty.
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Symptoms:

- Engine stalls or misfires
- Poor fuel economy
- Difficulty starting

Diagnosis:

- Scan for fault codes using an OBD-II scanner
- Test sensor outputs with a multimeter
- Replace defective sensors following the repair manual specifications

Glow Plug System

Proper glow plug operation is essential for cold starts:

- Test glow plugs for resistance
- Check relay and wiring connections
- Replace faulty glow plugs and relay as outlined in the manual

Essential Tools and Replacement Parts

Recommended Tools

- Socket and wrench sets
- Torque wrench
- Screwdrivers
- Timing belt tensioner tool
- Compression tester
- Multimeter
- Diagnostic scanner compatible with Mitsubishi vehicles

Replacement Parts

- Genuine Mitsubishi parts or high-quality aftermarket equivalents
- Timing belt kit (including tensioner and pulleys)
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- Oil and fuel filters
- Glow plugs
- Head gasket kit
- Injectors (if needed)

Conclusion

Maintaining and repairing the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 engine requires a thorough understanding of
its components, proper tools, and adherence to service procedures outlined in a detailed repair
manual. Whether performing routine maintenance like oil changes and filter replacements or tackling
more complex repairs such as timing belt replacement or head gasket repairs, having a
comprehensive manual is invaluable. Regular maintenance not only ensures the engine's longevity
but also guarantees optimal performance and safety. For owners and mechanics alike, investing in a
quality repair manual tailored to the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 is a wise decision that pays off through
improved vehicle reliability and efficiency.

References and Resources

- Mitsubishi Pajero Workshop Manual (Official)
- Aftermarket repair manuals (e.g., Haynes, Chilton)
- Online forums and communities dedicated to Mitsubishi vehicles
- Professional diagnostic tools and software

Note: Always follow safety precautions when working on vehicles. If unsure about any procedure,
consult a professional mechanic.
 
Repair manual Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56: An In-Depth Guide for Enthusiasts and Mechanics

The Mitsubishi Pajero, a legendary SUV renowned for its durability and off-road prowess, has
garnered a significant following among car enthusiasts and mechanics alike. Central to its robust
performance is the 4D56 engine, a diesel powerhouse that has powered countless Pajeros across
generations. For owners, repair shops, and DIY mechanics, understanding the intricacies of
maintaining and repairing the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 is crucial. A comprehensive repair manual
serves as an invaluable resource, offering detailed technical insights, step-by-step procedures, and
troubleshooting tips. This article delves into the significance of the repair manual for the Mitsubishi
Pajero 4D56, exploring its components, maintenance tips, common issues, and repair procedures.

Understanding the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 Engine

Overview of the 4D56 Engine
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The 4D56 engine is a 2.5-liter four-cylinder diesel engine manufactured by Mitsubishi Motors.
Known for its reliability and fuel efficiency, it became one of the most popular engines used in the
Pajero lineup from the late 1980s through the early 2000s. Its robust construction and
straightforward design make it an ideal candidate for both OEM repairs and aftermarket
modifications.

Key specifications include:

- Displacement: 2477 cc
- Configuration: Inline-4
- Turbocharged variants: Available in many models
- Power output: Ranges from approximately 86 to 115 horsepower, depending on the model and

market
- Torque: Up to 240 Nm (177 lb-ft)

The engine's design emphasizes durability, with features such as cast-iron blocks, robust pistons,
and a straightforward fuel injection system.

Common Applications in the Pajero

The 4D56 engine has powered various Mitsubishi models beyond the Pajero, including the L200
pickup truck, Delica, and Space Gear. Its adaptability and resilience under harsh conditions have
cemented its reputation among diesel engines.

The Importance of a Repair Manual for Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56

A repair manual acts as a blueprint for maintaining, diagnosing, and repairing the Mitsubishi Pajero
4D56 engine and associated systems. Its comprehensive nature ensures that both experienced
mechanics and ambitious DIY enthusiasts can undertake repairs confidently.

Reasons to utilize a detailed repair manual include:

- Accurate Technical Data: Specifications, torque settings, and component diagrams.
- Step-by-Step Procedures: Clear instructions for disassembly, repair, and reassembly.
- Troubleshooting Guides: Diagnostic flowcharts for common issues.
- Part Numbers & Replacement Parts: Ensuring the correct components are sourced.
- Safety Guidelines: Preventing accidents during repairs.

Without such a manual, repairs can become guesswork, risking further damage or safety hazards.
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Moreover, a well-maintained manual extends the lifespan of the vehicle by ensuring repairs are
performed correctly.

Core Sections of a Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 Repair Manual

A typical repair manual for the Pajero 4D56 covers a broad spectrum of topics. Here, we analyze
each section's importance and content.

1. Engine Mechanical Components

This section details the engine's internal parts, including:

- Cylinder head and block
- Pistons, rings, and connecting rods
- Valvetrain components such as camshafts, valves, and timing belts
- Oil pump and lubrication system

It provides procedures for:

- Removing and installing the cylinder head
- Replacing pistons or rings
- Timing belt or chain replacement
- Valve clearance adjustments

2. Fuel and Air Intake Systems

Given the critical role of fuel delivery in performance:

- Fuel injection pump calibration
- Fuel filter replacement
- Turbocharger servicing
- Air filter replacement

3. Cooling System

Preventing overheating is vital:
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- Radiator maintenance
- Thermostat replacement
- Water pump repair
- Coolant system flushing

4. Exhaust System

This involves:

- Turbo exhaust manifold
- Catalytic converter
- Muffler and exhaust pipe repairs

5. Lubrication and Oil System

Includes:

- Oil pump inspection
- Oil filter replacement
- Oil pressure testing

6. Electrical System

Diagnosing and repairing:

- Wiring diagrams
- Sensors and actuators
- Glow plugs and starter motor
- Battery and alternator checks

7. Transmission and Drivetrain

While primarily engine-focused, the manual also covers:

- Clutch system
- Gearbox repairs
- Differential and axles
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8. Preventive Maintenance

Routine tasks such as:

- Oil changes
- Spark plug replacement
- Belt inspections
- Fluid top-ups

Common Issues and Troubleshooting with the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56

Understanding typical problems with the 4D56 engine helps in early diagnosis and effective repairs.

1. Hard Starting or Failure to Start

Possible causes include:

- Faulty glow plugs
- Fuel injection issues
- Air leaks in the fuel system
- Battery or starter motor problems

Troubleshooting tip: Use a multimeter to test glow plug resistance; check for fuel pump operation.

2. Excessive Smoke Emission

- Black smoke indicates rich fuel mixture.
- White smoke could suggest coolant leakage into combustion chamber.
- Blue smoke signals oil burning.

Solution: Adjust fuel pump settings, inspect injectors, or replace piston rings.

3. Loss of Power or Poor Acceleration

- Clogged air filters
- Turbocharger malfunction
- Exhaust blockages
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- Dirty fuel injectors

Approach: Clean or replace filters, inspect turbo components, and perform fuel system cleaning.

4. Overheating

- Thermostat failure
- Water pump issues
- Radiator blockages

Remedy: Flush cooling system, replace faulty thermostats, or repair water pump.

5. Unusual Noises

- Knocking from engine could be piston or bearing wear.
- Whining from the turbo may indicate bearing failure.

Diagnostic step: Conduct detailed inspection based on noise source using the repair manual.

Maintenance Tips Based on the Repair Manual

Regular maintenance extends the life of the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 engine. The repair manual
emphasizes adherence to scheduled checks:

- Oil and Filter Changes: Every 5,000 to 10,000 km, using manufacturer-recommended oils.
- Timing Belt Replacement: Typically every 100,000 km to prevent catastrophic engine damage.
- Coolant System Checks: Regularly inspect for leaks and maintain proper coolant levels.
- Fuel System Servicing: Keep filters clean and injectors calibrated.
- Glow Plug Inspection: Especially in colder climates, to ensure reliable starting.
- Air Filter Replacement: Prevents dust ingress and maintains combustion efficiency.

Adhering to these guidelines, as outlined in the manual, ensures optimal engine performance and
reduces repair costs.

Repair Procedures and Technical Insights

The repair manual provides detailed instructions for complex repairs such as:
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- Replacing the Timing Belt and Tensioners: Critical for engine synchronization; improper
installation can cause severe engine damage.

- Injector Removal and Calibration: Ensures proper fuel atomization and combustion.
- Turbocharger Overhaul: Involves inspecting turbine blades, bearings, and oil seals.
- Cylinder Head Repair: Includes gasket replacement, valve seat grinding, and camshaft

inspection.
- Engine Rebuilds: Step-by-step guidance from disassembly to reassembly, including torque

specifications and clearance checks.

These procedures often include illustrations, torque values, and safety warnings, which are essential
for successful repairs.

The Role of Digital and Printed Repair Manuals

With technological advancements, repair manuals are available both as printed books and digital
PDFs. Digital versions offer advantages:

- Search functionality for quick reference
- Easier updates with new information
- Interactive diagrams and videos

Printed manuals, however, remain favored by many for their durability and ease of use in garages
without electronic devices.

Conclusion: The Value of a Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 Repair Manual

In the realm of vehicle maintenance, especially for a durable and widely used engine like the
Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56, having access to a comprehensive repair manual is indispensable. It
empowers owners and mechanics with precise technical data, clear procedures, and
troubleshooting strategies, ultimately saving time and reducing repair costs.

Whether performing routine maintenance, diagnosing complex issues, or rebuilding the engine, the
repair manual acts as a trusted guide. Its detailed insights help preserve the vehicle's reliability and
performance, ensuring that the Mitsubishi Pajero remains a capable and dependable off-road
companion for years to come.

For anyone serious about maintaining their Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56-powered vehicle, investing in or
obtaining an official or well-reputed repair manual is a decision that pays dividends in peace of mind
and vehicle longevity.
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 QuestionAnswer Where can I find a comprehensive repair manual for the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56
engine? You can find detailed repair manuals for the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 engine on official
Mitsubishi service websites, automotive forums, or specialized repair manual publishers like Haynes
or Chilton. Additionally, some online marketplaces offer downloadable PDF versions. What are
common issues addressed in the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 repair manual? Common issues include
timing belt replacement, fuel injection system troubleshooting, head gasket repairs, turbocharger
maintenance, and electrical system diagnostics, all of which are covered in the repair manual. How
detailed is the maintenance information in the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 repair manual? The repair
manual provides detailed step-by-step instructions, diagrams, torque specifications, and
troubleshooting tips for all major components, making it suitable for both DIY enthusiasts and
professional mechanics. Can I perform engine repairs on the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 myself using
the repair manual? Yes, the repair manual offers comprehensive guidance suitable for DIY repairs,
including engine disassembly, diagnosis, and reassembly. However, ensure you have proper tools
and mechanical knowledge before attempting complex repairs. Are there digital versions of the
Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 repair manual available? Yes, digital versions in PDF format are available
through official sources, automotive forums, or online marketplaces, providing easy access and
search functionality for quick reference. What safety precautions should I follow when using the
Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 repair manual for repairs? Always disconnect the battery before working on
electrical components, use proper tools, follow torque specifications, wear safety gear, and work in a
well-ventilated area to ensure safety during repairs. Does the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 repair manual
cover both petrol and diesel engine variants? The 4D56 engine is a diesel engine, and the manual
specifically covers diesel engine repair, maintenance, and troubleshooting for this model. How often
should I consult the Mitsubishi Pajero 4D56 repair manual during maintenance? You should refer to
the manual during major maintenance intervals, repair procedures, or when diagnosing unusual
engine issues to ensure proper procedures and specifications are followed. 

 
Related keywords: Mitsubishi Pajero, 4D56 engine, repair guide, service manual, troubleshooting,
maintenance, engine repair, DIY repair, wiring diagram, specifications

Mitsubishi 4d56 engine specs

mitsubishi 4d56 engine specs are essential for automotive enthusiasts, mechanics, and potential
buyers seeking detailed information about this renowned diesel engine. Known for its durability,
efficiency, and versatility, the Mitsubishi 4D56 has been a popular choice in various Mitsubishi
models and other vehicles for decades. This article provides an in-depth overview of the engine's
specifications, design features, performance characteristics, and applications, ensuring you have
comprehensive knowledge about the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine.

Published by: crystalcleanlongisland.com Page 14 of 22



Repair Manual Mitsubishi Pajero 4d56 Handbook Vol. 2022, Issue 11

Mitsubishi 4D56 Engine Overview

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine is a 4-cylinder, 2.5-liter turbocharged diesel engine that has earned a
solid reputation for reliability and performance. Manufactured by Mitsubishi Motors, the 4D56 has
been widely used in models such as the Mitsubishi Pajero, L200, Space Wagon, and other vehicles
across different markets. Its robust construction and efficient design have made it a favorite among
off-road enthusiasts, commercial vehicle operators, and everyday drivers alike.

Basic Specifications of the Mitsubishi 4D56

Understanding the core specifications of the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine helps in assessing its
performance and suitability for various applications.

Engine Type and Configuration

- Engine Type: 4-cylinder, 4-stroke diesel engine
- Displacement: 2.5 liters (2477 cc)
- Cylinder Arrangement: Inline (straight)
- Valvetrain: SOHC (Single OverHead Camshaft)
- Number of Valves: 8 (2 valves per cylinder)

Physical Dimensions and Weight

- Overall Length: Approximately 700 mm
- Width: Around 600 mm
- Height: About 700 mm
- Engine Weight: Approximately 185-200 kg, depending on model and configuration

Compression Ratio and Bore/Stroke

- Compression Ratio: 22.0:1
- Bore Diameter: 91 mm
- Stroke Length: 100 mm

Performance Characteristics

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine is renowned for its torque delivery and fuel efficiency, making it suitable
for a variety of demanding applications.
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Power and Torque Output

- Maximum Power: Approximately 86-86.5 horsepower (64-64.5 kW) at 4,000 rpm
- Maximum Torque: Around 137-147 lb-ft (185-200 Nm) at 2,000 rpm

Fuel System and Injection

- Fuel System: Direct injection
- Injection Pump: Mechanical or electronic, depending on model
- Fuel Consumption: Averaging 8-10 liters per 100 km (depending on vehicle and conditions)

Cooling and Lubrication

- Cooling System: Water-cooled with radiator
- Lubrication: Pressurized oil system with oil filter

Design and Mechanical Features

The durability and performance of the Mitsubishi 4D56 are rooted in its thoughtful design and
engineering.

Block and Cylinder Head

- Material: Cast iron block for strength and durability
- Cylinder Head: Aluminum with SOHC design
- Combustion Chamber: Hemispherical (hemi) shape for efficient combustion

Turbocharging and Intercooler

- Turbocharger: Variants with or without turbocharging, depending on model
- Intercooler: Often equipped to improve intake air density and performance

Valvetrain and Timing

- Valves: 2 per cylinder, operated by a single camshaft
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- Timing System: Timing belt or chain, depending on model and year

Applications of the Mitsubishi 4D56 Engine

The versatility of the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine has led to its use in a variety of vehicles and even in
aftermarket modifications.

Vehicle Models

- Mitsubishi Pajero/Mitsubishi Montero
- Mitsubishi L200/L200 pickup
- Mitsubishi Space Wagon
- Other vehicles in different markets, including some SUVs and commercial trucks

Aftermarket and Custom Builds

- Engine swaps and rebuilds for increased power
- Performance tuning for off-road or racing applications
- Upgrades with larger intercoolers, turbochargers, and remapping

Common Issues and Maintenance Tips

While the Mitsubishi 4D56 is celebrated for its reliability, regular maintenance is crucial for optimal
performance.

Common Problems

- Head gasket failure, especially in older models
- Turbocharger wear and tear over time
- Injector clogging or failure
- Timing belt deterioration leading to potential engine damage

Maintenance Recommendations

- Regular oil and filter changes to ensure proper lubrication
- Periodic inspection and replacement of timing belt (typically every 60,000-100,000 km)
- Monitoring and cleaning fuel injectors
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- Ensuring coolant levels and radiator health for effective cooling

Conclusion

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine specs reveal a robust, reliable, and efficient diesel powerplant that
has stood the test of time. With its solid construction, impressive torque delivery, and versatility
across vehicle types, the 4D56 remains a popular choice among those seeking a durable diesel
engine. Whether used in factory applications or customized for performance, understanding its
specifications and features helps owners and enthusiasts maximize its potential and longevity.
Proper maintenance and timely upgrades can ensure the Mitsubishi 4D56 continues to serve reliably
for many more miles ahead.
 
Mitsubishi 4D56 Engine Specs: An In-Depth Review

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine is one of the most renowned diesel engines produced by Mitsubishi
Motors, known for its durability, performance, and versatility. Since its debut in the late 1980s, the
4D56 has powered a wide range of Mitsubishi vehicles, including pickups, SUVs, and even some
commercial applications. Its reputation as a reliable and efficient powerplant has made it a favorite
among enthusiasts, mechanics, and those seeking a robust diesel engine for various uses. This
comprehensive review delves into the technical specifications, features, variants, pros and cons,
and applications of the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine, providing a detailed understanding of its capabilities
and limitations.

Overview of Mitsubishi 4D56 Engine

The Mitsubishi 4D56 is a 4-cylinder, 2.5-liter (2,477 cc) turbocharged diesel engine that has been
widely used in Mitsubishi?s lineup. It belongs to the Sirius family of engines and is renowned for its
simplicity, reliability, and efficient performance. Over the years, the 4D56 has undergone several
updates to improve emissions, power output, and fuel efficiency, but its core design principles have
remained consistent.

Technical Specifications

Understanding the technical specs of the Mitsubishi 4D56 is essential to appreciate its performance
and capabilities. Below are the key specifications of the most common variants:

Displacement and Configuration

- Engine Type: 4-cylinder, inline
- Displacement: 2,477 cc (2.5 liters)
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- Cylinder Bore x Stroke: 91.1 mm x 94 mm
- Compression Ratio: Varies between models, typically around 22.0:1 to 23.0:1
- Valvetrain: SOHC (Single OverHead Camshaft)
- Fuel System: Indirect injection or common rail direct injection (depending on the model and

year)

Performance Metrics

- Power Output: Ranges from approximately 68 hp (50 kW) in early models to 109 hp (81 kW) in
later, more modern versions

- Torque: Between 140 Nm (103 lb-ft) to 350 Nm (258 lb-ft), with some variants reaching higher
torque in turbocharged forms

- Turbocharging: Most models feature a turbocharger, significantly enhancing power and torque

Fuel Economy and Emissions

- Fuel Consumption: Varies depending on vehicle and driving conditions, but generally ranges
from 8 to 12 L/100 km

- Emissions: Compliant with various standards over the years, including Euro II and Euro III, with
newer models featuring advanced emission control systems

Design Features and Construction

The Mitsubishi 4D56 is designed with durability in mind. Its construction features a cast iron block
and head, which contribute to its robustness and longevity. The engine employs a SOHC
configuration, simplifying maintenance and reducing manufacturing costs, while still delivering
reliable performance.

Key Features:

- Turbocharging: Most versions are turbocharged, which helps improve power output and
efficiency

- Intercooler: Often equipped with an intercooler to cool compressed air, increasing power and
reducing exhaust emissions

- Fuel Injection: Transitioned from indirect injection to direct injection in later models, improving
combustion efficiency

- Timing Belt: Uses a timing belt that requires periodic replacement to maintain engine timing and
performance
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Variants of Mitsubishi 4D56

Over the years, the 4D56 engine has been developed into several variants, each tailored to specific
applications and emission standards:

- 4D56 (Naturally Aspirated): Early models with no turbocharger, producing around 68?80 hp
- 4D56T (Turbocharged): Most common turbo version, with power ranging from 80 to 109 hp
- 4D56T (Common Rail): Modernized direct-injection versions with improved fuel efficiency and

lower emissions
- 4D56-T (Intercooled): Featuring an intercooler to enhance performance and reliability

Applications of Mitsubishi 4D56 Engine

The Mitsubishi 4D56 has been used extensively across various vehicle models and applications:

- Mitsubishi Pajero/Montero: Powering the popular SUV from the late 1980s through early 2000s
- Mitsubishi L200/Strada: Used extensively in pickup trucks for commercial and personal use
- Mitsubishi Delica: In certain models, especially those designed for off-road and rugged use
- Other Industrial and Marine Applications: Due to its robustness, some variants have been

adapted for small industrial machines and boats

Pros and Cons of Mitsubishi 4D56 Engine

Pros:

- Reliability: Known for its durability and long service life
- Simplicity: Straightforward design makes maintenance easier and cost-effective
- Turbocharged Variants: Provide excellent torque, especially at low RPMs, suitable for towing

and off-road use
- Widespread Availability of Parts: Due to its popularity, spare parts are readily available and

affordable
- Fuel Efficiency: Decent fuel economy for a diesel engine of its size, especially in direct-injection

variants

Cons:

- Aging Design: Older models lack some modern features such as advanced emission control and
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electronic management
- Noise and Vibration: Diesel engines, including the 4D56, tend to be noisier and vibrate more

compared to modern engines
- Power Limitations: While reliable, the power output is modest by today?s standards, limiting

performance in high-demand applications
- Maintenance Requirements: Timing belt replacement is essential to prevent engine damage,

which requires regular maintenance schedules
- Emission Standards: Older variants may not meet the latest emissions regulations without

modifications

Performance and Driving Experience

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine offers a driving experience characterized by its torque-rich
performance, especially in turbocharged variants. The turbo models excel in providing ample
low-end torque, making them ideal for towing, off-road adventures, and heavy-duty applications.
Due to its robust construction, the engine can handle high mileage and adverse conditions without
significant issues.

However, drivers should be aware that the engine's performance is modest compared to modern
turbo-diesel engines, and acceleration may feel sluggish in naturally aspirated versions. The
engine's sound can be notably rough at idle and under load, typical of diesel powerplants of its era.

Maintenance and Longevity

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine is celebrated for its longevity when properly maintained. Regular oil
changes, timely replacement of the timing belt, cleaning of fuel injectors, and ensuring proper
cooling are vital to keep the engine running smoothly. Due to its simple design, repairs are generally
straightforward and affordable.

The engine can easily surpass 300,000 km (186,000 miles) with diligent upkeep. Many owners
report their 4D56-powered vehicles running reliably for decades, which reinforces its reputation as a
durable workhorse.

Conclusion

The Mitsubishi 4D56 engine stands out as a classic diesel powerplant that balances reliability,
performance, and affordability. Its widespread use across Mitsubishi's lineup underscores its
versatility and robustness. While it may lack the technological sophistication of modern engines, it
compensates with a straightforward design that is easy to maintain and repair.

For enthusiasts seeking a dependable diesel engine for off-road, towing, or commercial purposes,
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the 4D56 remains a solid choice. However, potential buyers and owners should be mindful of its
age-related limitations, including emissions and noise levels, and ensure proper maintenance to
maximize its lifespan.

In summary, the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine's specs and features make it a benchmark in its class,
exemplifying the qualities of a durable and efficient diesel engine that has stood the test of time.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key specifications of the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine? The Mitsubishi
4D56 engine is a 2.5-liter, four-cylinder diesel engine with a turbocharger, producing around 80-140
horsepower depending on the model and application, with a maximum torque of approximately
195-330 Nm. Is the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine suitable for off-road vehicles? Yes, the Mitsubishi 4D56
engine is known for its durability and torque, making it a popular choice for off-road vehicles like the
Mitsubishi Pajero and L200. What is the fuel efficiency of the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine? Fuel
efficiency varies by vehicle and application, but generally, the 4D56 engine offers around 8-12 km/l
(kilometers per liter) under normal driving conditions. What are common issues to watch out for in
the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine? Common issues include head gasket failure, turbocharger problems,
and injector failures. Regular maintenance can help prevent these issues. What is the
recommended maintenance schedule for the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine? Typically, oil changes are
recommended every 5,000 to 10,000 km, with periodic checks of filters, timing belt, and turbo
components, but specifics depend on the vehicle model and usage. Can the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine
be upgraded for more power? Yes, performance upgrades such as intercoolers, larger injectors, and
turbo modifications can increase power output, but should be done carefully to maintain engine
reliability. In which Mitsubishi models is the 4D56 engine commonly found? The Mitsubishi 4D56
engine is commonly found in models like the Mitsubishi Pajero, L200, Montero, and some Delica
vans. What is the lifespan of a Mitsubishi 4D56 engine with proper maintenance? With regular
maintenance, a Mitsubishi 4D56 engine can last over 300,000 km or more, depending on driving
conditions and care. Are parts for the Mitsubishi 4D56 engine readily available? Yes, parts for the
Mitsubishi 4D56 engine are generally available worldwide due to its popularity and long production
history. What are the differences between the Mitsubishi 4D56 and 4D56T engines? The 4D56T is
the turbocharged version of the 4D56, offering higher power and torque output, along with different
turbocharger and fuel system components for increased performance. 
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