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Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example: An In-Depth Guide

Box culvert wingwall design example serves as an essential reference for civil engineers and
infrastructure planners involved in the construction of drainage systems, crossings, and waterways.
Wingwalls are key structural components that provide stability, guide flow, and prevent erosion
around culverts. Proper design ensures durability, safety, and cost-effectiveness. This
comprehensive guide will walk you through a detailed example of wingwall design, covering the
fundamental principles, calculations, and best practices.

Understanding the Role of Wingwalls in Box Culvert Systems
What Are Wingwalls?
Wingwalls are inclined or vertical structures attached to the ends of a culvert or bridge opening,

extending along the embankment. They serve several critical functions:

- Reinforcing the culvert opening against lateral earth pressures
- Redirecting flow smoothly into the culvert

- Preventing soil erosion around the culvert entrance and exit

- Supporting the embankment and mitigating settlement issues

Types of Wingwalls
- Straight Wingwalls: Parallel to the culvert axis, simple in design
- Skewed Wingwalls: Designed at an angle to accommodate skewed crossings

- Wingwall Extensions: For larger spans or specific site conditions

Understanding the type of wingwall suitable for your project depends on site geometry, flow
conditions, and load considerations.

Design Principles for Box Culvert Wingwalls

Design Considerations
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- Structural stability: Resistance to overturning, sliding, and overturning moments
- Erosion control: Preventing scour around wingwall bases

- Hydraulic efficiency: Smoother flow transition and reduced headloss

- Material selection: Concrete, masonry, or precast units

- Construction feasibility: Ease of installation and maintenance

Key Design Parameters

- Culvert dimensions: span, height, and thickness

- Soil properties: type, cohesion, angle of internal friction

- Loadings: soil pressure, live loads, hydraulic forces

- Environmental conditions: flow velocities, temperature, exposure

Step-by-Step Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example

In this example, we will design wingwalls for a box culvert with specific parameters.

Project Parameters

- Culvert span: 4 meters

- Culvert height: 3 meters

- Soil type: Silty clay with a cohesion (c) of 20 kPa and internal friction angle (?) of 25°
- Design flow: 50 m3/sec

- Design water level: 2.5 meters

- Location: Moderate slope terrain

Step 1: Establish Structural Loads

Identify the forces acting on the wingwalls:
- Lateral earth pressure: Calculated based on soil properties
- Hydraulic pressure: Due to flow and water level
- Live loads: Traffic or surcharge if applicable

Step 2: Calculate Earth Pressure

Using Coulomb?s earth pressure theory, determine the lateral earth pressure at rest (K?) and
active/passive states.
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-\( K_0 =\frac{l - \sin \phi}{1 + \sin \phi}\)
Substituting:
\( K_0 =\frac{l - \sin 25"\circ{1 + \sin 25"circ} \approx \frac{1 - 0.4226H1 + 0.4226} \approx
\frac{0.5774}{1.4226} \approx 0.406 \)
- Lateral earth pressure (P):
\( P = K_0 \times \text{soil unit weight} \times \text{depth}\)
Assuming a soil unit weight (\( \gamma \)) of 18 kN/m3, and a depth of 3 meters:
\( P = 0.406 \times 18 \times 3 \approx 21.9\, \text{kPa} \)
This pressure acts horizontally on the wingwall surface.
Step 3: Determine Wingwall Geometry
Design considerations for wingwall dimensions:
- Base width: to resist sliding
- Height: sufficient to contain the water and soil pressures
- Inclination angle: typically 45°, but can vary based on flow and stability
For this example:
- Wingwall height: 3.5 meters (to accommodate water and soil)
- Base width: 1.5 meters
Step 4: Calculate Structural Stability
Ensure the wingwall can resist:
- Overturning moments: from lateral earth and hydraulic forces

- Sliding forces: due to active earth pressure and water flow
- Bearing capacity: of the foundation soll
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Overturning moment calculation:

\[

M_o = \frac{1}2} \times P \times h \times \text{base width}

\

Assuming \( P = 21.9\, \text{kPa} \), \( h = 3\, \text{m} \), and base width of 1.5 m:

\[

M_o = 0.5 \times 21.9 \times 3 \times 1.5 = 0.5 \times 21.9 \times 4.5 \approx 49.3\, \text{kNm}
\

Resisting moment:

Design the reinforcement and foundation to provide a resisting moment greater than this to ensure
stability.

Step 5: Reinforcement and Material Design
Based on the calculated forces:
- Use reinforced concrete with appropriate reinforcement ratios
- Detailing rebar for tension and compression zones
- Incorporate drainage to avoid water pressure buildup
Step 6: Erosion Control Measures
- Install riprap or gabions at the base
- Use filter fabrics to prevent soil washout

- Design apron slopes for stability

Additional Design Tips and Best Practices

- Skewed Culvert Considerations: Adjust wingwall angles to match culvert skew
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- Hydraulic Modeling: Use software for flow simulation to optimize wingwall shape

- Foundation Design: Ensure supporting soil can sustain the loads; consider pile foundations if
necessary

- Construction Sequencing: Build wingwalls after culvert installation for better stability

- Maintenance Access: Include inspection openings and drainage provisions

Conclusion

Designing effective box culvert wingwalls is critical for the long-term performance of crossing
structures. The example provided illustrates key calculations, considerations, and best practices that
can be adapted to various project conditions. Always ensure your design complies with local
standards, conducts thorough geotechnical investigations, and incorporates safety factors to
account for uncertainties. Properly designed wingwalls will enhance structural stability, hydraulic
efficiency, and environmental resilience, ensuring the success of your infrastructure project.

References and Resources

- AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications

- CPWA (Canadian Public Works Association) Guidelines

- FHWA Hydraulic Design Manual

- Geotechnical Engineering Texts on Earth Pressure Theory
- Structural Reinforcement Design Codes

Note: For specific projects, consult with a licensed structural engineer and geotechnical expert to
tailor the design to site-specific conditions and regulatory requirements.

Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example: A Comprehensive Guide to Structural Integrity and Practical
Application

Box culvert wingwall design example serves as an essential reference point for civil engineers,
urban planners, and infrastructure developers aiming to ensure stability, durability, and safety in
water conveyance structures. Wingwalls play a pivotal role in guiding water flow, preventing erosion,
and supporting the structural integrity of box culverts. This article provides a detailed, technical yet
accessible exploration of designing wingwalls for box culverts, illustrated through a practical
example that walks through the key considerations, calculations, and best practices involved in the
process.

Understanding the Role of Wingwalls in Box Culvert Systems

What is a Box Culvert?
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A box culvert is a rectangular or square-shaped reinforced concrete structure used to channel water
beneath roads, railways, or embankments. Known for their strength, durability, and ease of
construction, they are common in urban and rural infrastructure projects. The design of these
structures must accommodate not only the hydraulic flow but also the mechanical forces exerted by
water and soil.

Why Are Wingwalls Essential?

Wingwalls are structural elements attached to the sides of the culvert opening, extending outward

from the inlet and outlet. Their primary functions include:

- Guiding water flow: Ensuring a smooth transition of water into and out of the culvert.

- Providing lateral support: Stabilizing the embankment and preventing soil erosion.

- Distributing loads: Spreading the forces exerted by soil and water to the main culvert structure.
- Reducing scour and erosion: Protecting the soil around the culvert from being washed away.

Effectively designed wingwalls mitigate potential failures such as overturning, sliding, or excessive
settlement, thereby extending the lifespan of the culvert system.

Step-by-Step Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example

To illustrate the design process, consider a hypothetical project where a box culvert is to be installed
beneath a roadway crossing a small stream. The following sections guide through the critical steps
involved in designing wingwalls suitable for this application.

Project Parameters and Data

| Parameter | Value/Details |

R o

| Culvert shape | Rectangular, 2 m wide x 2.5 m high |

| Length of culvert | 10 meters |

| Design flow | 50 m3/sec |

| Soil type | Silty clay with a friction angle of 25° |

| Slope of embankment | 3% (1.72°) |
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| Hydraulic head at inlet | 2.5 meters above culvert invert |

| Live load (traffic loading) | HL-93 design loads (standard truck loads) |

Hydraulic and Structural Considerations

Hydraulic Analysis

Before designing wingwalls, understanding the hydraulic forces acting on the culvert is crucial. The

primary concern here is the flow capacity and pressure exerted by water on the structure.

- Flow capacity: The culvert must convey the design flow of 50 m3/sec.

- Hydraulic pressure: Calculated based on the flow and head, which influences the lateral loads
on the wingwalls. For example, assuming full flow, the hydrostatic pressure at the upstream face can
be estimated as:

\[

P=\rhogh

\

where:
-\(\rho\) = density of water (~1000 kg/m?3)
-\(g\) = acceleration due to gravity (~9.81 m/sec?)
-\( h\) = head height (~2.5 m)

Resulting in:

\[

P =1000 \times 9.81 \times 2.5 = 24,525\, \text{Pa}
\

This pressure acts horizontally on the culvert face and must be countered by the wingwall's
structural strength.
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Structural Loads and Soil Pressure

In addition to water pressure, the wingwalls must resist:
- Soll lateral pressure: Based on Rankine or Coulomb earth pressure theories.
- Overburden pressure: Vertical load from soil above the wingwalls.

- Traffic loads: Live loads transmitted through the roadway onto the wingwalls.

Designing the Wingwalls: Step-by-Step Process

- Establishing Wingwall Geometry
The wingwalls should extend sufficiently into the embankment to prevent soil erosion and

accommodate lateral earth pressures. Typical dimensions are:

- Thickness: 0.3 to 0.5 meters, depending on load.

- Extension length: Usually 1 to 2 meters into the embankment.

- Inclination: Generally, wingwalls are inclined at approximately 15° to 20° from the vertical to
improve stability and reduce bending moments.
For our example, assume:

- Thickness = 0.4 m

- Extension length = 1.5 m

- Inclination angle = 15°

- Calculating Earth Pressure on Wingwalls
Using Rankine's theory, the active earth pressure (\( P_a\)) at any depth \( z ) is:
\[

P_a =K_a\times \gamma \times z

\
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where:

-\( K_a\) = active earth pressure coefficient
- \(\gamma \) = unit weight of soil (~18 kN/m?)
-\( z\) = depth of soil layer
The coefficient \( K_a\) depends on the soil friction angle \( \phi \):
\[
K_a =\frac{l - \sin \phi}{1 + \sin \phi}
\
For \( \phi = 25™circ \):

\[

K_a =\frac{l - \sin 25™circ}{1 + \sin 25™circ} \approx \frac{1 - 0.4226}{1 + 0.4226} \approx
\frac{0.5774}{1.4226} \approx 0.406

\

The maximum lateral earth pressure at the bottom of the wingwall (say, at 2 m depth):
\[

P_a =0.406 \times 18 \times 2 = 14.6 \, \text{kPa}

\

This pressure acts horizontally, distributed over the height and length of the wingwall.

- Structural Design Calculations
a. Bending Moments and Shear Forces

The wingwall acts as a cantilever subjected to lateral earth pressure and water pressure. The
maximum bending moment (\( M_{max} \)) at the base can be approximated by:
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\[
M_{max} = \frac{P_{total} \times L"2}{2}
\
where:
- \( P_{total} \) = total lateral load
-\(L\) = extension length (1.5 m)
Assuming uniform pressure, the total lateral force is:
\[
P_{total} = P_{a} \times \text{height} \times \text{thickness}
\
Calculations:
\[

P_{total} = 14.6 \, \text{kPa} \times 2 \, \text{m} \times 0.4 \, \text{m} = 14.6 \times 2 \times 0.4 = 11.7
\, \text{kN}

\|
Therefore,
\[

M_{max} = \frac{11.7 \times 1.5"2}{2} = \frac{11.7 \times 2.25}2} = \frac{26.3}{2} = 13.15\,
\text{kNm}

\
b. Reinforcement Design

Using standard concrete and reinforcement design charts, determine the required steel area to
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resist the bending moment. For example:
- Concrete strength \( f_{ck}\) = 25 MPa
- Reinforcement yield strength \( f_{yk} \) = 415 MPa
Assuming a lever arm of approximately 0.9 times the thickness, the required reinforcement \( A_s\):
\[
A_s =\frac{M_{max}}{0.87 \times f_{yk} \times z}
\
where \( z\) = lever arm (~0.9 \times 0.4 m = 0.36 m):
\[

A_s =\frac{13.15 \times 1076}{0.87 \times 415 \times 1076 \times 0.36} \approx \frac{13.15 \times
1076}{130.3 \times 1076} \approx 0.101 \, \text{m}*2

\
which suggests reinforcing with approximately 1010 cm? of steel, distributed in layers within the
wingwall.
- Detailing Reinforcement and Construction
Designs must specify:
- Reinforcement bars: size, spacing, and placement.
- Concrete cover: minimum 40 mm to ensure durability.
- Anchorage and ties: to prevent cracking and spalling.
- Drainage provisions: to prevent water accumulation behind wingwalls.
- Backfill and compaction: to ensure soil stability and minimize settlement.

Stability Checks and Final Design Considerations

Overturning and Sliding Checks



box culvert wingwall design example Handbook Vol. 2025, Issue 4

- Overturning moment: Must be less than the resisting moment from the weight of the wingwall
and soill.
- Sliding resistance: The

QuestionAnswer What are the key considerations in designing wingwalls for box culvert
structures? Key considerations include soil-structure interaction, hydraulic forces, stability against
sliding and overturning, proper drainage, and ensuring the wingwalls adequately retain soil while
accommodating flow velocities and load conditions. How do you determine the appropriate wingwall
height for a box culvert? The wingwall height is typically determined based on flow requirements,
soil cover, safety factors, and local design standards. Engineers analyze hydraulic capacity,
geotechnical stability, and the required freeboard to ensure proper function and safety. What
materials are commonly used for constructing box culvert wingwalls? Common materials include
reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete, masonry, or gabion systems. The choice depends on site
conditions, load requirements, cost, and durability considerations. Can you provide an example
calculation for wingwall reinforcement in a box culvert? A typical example involves calculating the
lateral earth pressure, then designing reinforcement (such as concrete reinforcement or soil nails) to
resist these forces, ensuring stability against sliding and overturning. Specific calculations depend
on soil properties, culvert dimensions, and loading conditions. What are common challenges faced
in wingwall design for box culverts? Challenges include ensuring stability under high earth and
hydraulic pressures, preventing scour at the wingwall toe, accommodating settlement or movement,
and integrating with existing infrastructure or natural terrain. How does hydraulic flow affect wingwall
design in box culverts? Hydraulic flow influences the design by generating water forces on the
wingwalls, potential scour effects, and water velocities. Proper design ensures wingwalls are
resistant to hydraulic pressures and prevent scour or erosion at the foundation. Where can | find
detailed design examples and standards for box culvert wingwalls? Detailed design examples can
be found in civil engineering textbooks, design manuals such as AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design
Specifications, and regional standards published by transportation or public works departments.
Consulting professional engineering resources and software also aids in comprehensive design.

Related keywords: box culvert, wingwall design, culvert engineering, stormwater management,
hydraulic analysis, structural reinforcement, drainage infrastructure, concrete wingwall, culvert
safety, erosion control



