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Nickel and cobalt, two versatile transition metals, are integral components in a wide array of
industrial applications owing to their exceptional properties such as corrosion resistance,
high-temperature stability, and strength. Their alloys, often engineered with precision, are tailored to
meet the demanding standards of aerospace, chemical processing, power generation, and other
high-performance industries. The American Society for Metals (ASM) has established
comprehensive standards and specifications that guide the manufacturing, testing, and application
of nickel, cobalt, and their alloys, ensuring quality, consistency, and reliability in specialized hand
applications. This article delves into the properties, classifications, processing techniques, and ASM
standards related to nickel cobalt alloys, with a focus on their use in specialty hand tools and
components.

Properties of Nickel and Cobalt

Physical and Mechanical Properties

Nickel and cobalt possess unique physical and mechanical characteristics that make them suitable
for demanding environments:

- High melting points: Nickel (~1455°C), Cobalt (~1495°C)
- Excellent corrosion resistance: Especially in acidic and oxidizing environments
- Superior high-temperature strength: Maintains strength at elevated temperatures
- Good ductility and toughness: Facilitates forming and machining
- Magnetic properties: Cobalt is magnetic; nickel is weakly magnetic

Chemical Properties

Both metals are resistant to oxidation and corrosion, making them ideal for harsh environments:

- Resistant to many acids and alkalis
- Form stable oxide layers that protect underlying material
- Low corrosion rates in chloride-containing environments
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Common Nickel and Cobalt Alloys

Nickel-Based Alloys

Nickel alloys are extensively used for their strength and corrosion resistance:

- Inconel®: A family of austenitic nickel-chromium alloys known for high-temperature strength
- Hastelloy®: Nickel-molybdenum alloys with excellent corrosion resistance in aggressive

environments
- Nickel 200/201: Commercially pure nickel suitable for chemical processing

Cobalt-Based Alloys

Cobalt alloys are valued for wear resistance and thermal stability:

- Stellite®: Cobalt-chromium alloys used in cutting tools and wear-resistant applications
- Haynes® alloys: Cobalt-based superalloys for high-temperature service
- Cobalt-chromium-molybdenum: Used in orthopedic implants and dental restorations

Applications of Nickel and Cobalt Alloys in Specialty Hand Tools

Why Use Nickel and Cobalt Alloys in Hand Tools?

The unique properties of nickel and cobalt alloys make them suitable for high-performance hand
tools in specialized fields:

- Corrosion Resistance: Tools used in chemical or marine environments benefit from alloys
resistant to corrosion.

- High-Temperature Stability: Certain tools operate in elevated temperatures, requiring materials
that maintain strength.

- Wear Resistance: Alloys like Stellite® provide exceptional hardness and wear resistance for
cutting or shaping tools.

- Mechanical Strength and Toughness: Ensures durability and longevity even under heavy use.
- Precision Machinability: Many alloys can be machined with high precision, essential for

specialized tools.

Examples of Specialty Hand Tools Using Nickel and Cobalt Alloys
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- Cutting and shaping tools: High-speed cutters, blades, and drill bits made from
cobalt-chromium alloys

- Jewelry and dental tools: Nickel alloys for their biocompatibility and corrosion resistance
- Chemical laboratory instruments: Reactors, stirrers, and valves crafted from

corrosion-resistant nickel alloys
- Electronic and precision tools: Components requiring stable magnetic properties and high

conductivity

ASM Standards and Specifications for Nickel and Cobalt Alloys

Overview of ASM Standards

The ASM International provides a comprehensive set of standards that define the chemical,
mechanical, and processing requirements for nickel, cobalt, and their alloys. These standards
ensure consistency and quality in manufacturing and application.

Key ASM Standards Related to Nickel and Cobalt Alloys

- AMS 5832/5833/5834: Specifications for nickel alloys (e.g., Inconel® series)
- AMS 5685/5686: Standards for cobalt alloys such as Stellite®
- AMS 5670/5671: Requirements for nickel and cobalt alloy powders used in additive

manufacturing
- AMS 5894: Specification for cobalt-chromium-molybdenum alloys used in medical applications
- ASTM standards: Complementary standards covering testing methods, corrosion testing, and

mechanical properties

Processing and Testing Requirements

ASM standards specify:

- Raw material chemical composition limits
- Heat treatment procedures to achieve desired microstructures
- Mechanical testing protocols such as tensile, hardness, and toughness tests
- Corrosion testing in simulated service environments
- Non-destructive testing methods including ultrasonic and radiographic inspections

Manufacturing Techniques for Nickel and Cobalt Alloys

Melting and Casting
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- Vacuum induction melting (VIM) and vacuum arc remelting (VAR) ensure high purity and control
over microstructure.

- Casting methods are chosen based on size and complexity of the component.

Forming and Machining

- Hot and cold working processes like forging, extrusion, and rolling tailor mechanical properties.
- Precision machining techniques accommodate the hardness and toughness of alloys.

Heat Treatment

- Solution annealing, aging, and stress relieving to optimize properties.
- Controlled cooling rates prevent unwanted microstructures.

Powder Metallurgy

- Used for additive manufacturing or producing complex shapes with high homogeneity.
- Complies with relevant ASM standards for powders.

Future Trends and Developments

Advanced Alloys and Coatings

- Development of new nickel and cobalt alloys with enhanced properties, such as improved creep
resistance or oxidation stability.

- Surface coatings, including thermal barrier coatings, extend service life in demanding
environments.

Additive Manufacturing

- Growing use of powder bed fusion and directed energy deposition for complex, custom
components.

- ASM standards adapt to these emerging processes to ensure quality and reliability.

Sustainability and Recycling
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- Recycling of nickel and cobalt alloys to reduce environmental impact.
- Standards evolving to incorporate recycled materials without compromising quality.

Conclusion

Nickel and cobalt alloys, with their remarkable combination of corrosion resistance,
high-temperature strength, and durability, are fundamental to the development of specialized hand
tools and components in various high-performance industries. The rigorous standards set forth by
ASM ensure that these materials are processed and tested to meet stringent requirements, fostering
innovation and reliability. As technological advancements continue, especially in additive
manufacturing and surface engineering, the role of nickel and cobalt alloys in specialty hand
applications is poised for further expansion. Understanding their properties, alloy classifications, and
the standards governing their use is essential for engineers, manufacturers, and users striving to
achieve excellence in demanding environments.
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Nickel, Cobalt, and Their Alloys: An ASM Specialty Hand Analysis

In the realm of advanced materials engineering and metallurgy, nickel, cobalt, and their alloys stand
out as critical components in a wide array of high-performance applications. These metals are
renowned for their exceptional strength, corrosion resistance, and ability to withstand extreme
environments. As an ASM (American Society for Metals) specialty hand, understanding the nuances
of these materials?from their fundamental properties to their alloy compositions?is essential for
professionals involved in material selection, design, and manufacturing processes. This guide offers
a comprehensive exploration into nickel, cobalt, and their alloys, focusing on their characteristics,
applications, processing techniques, and maintenance considerations.

Overview of Nickel and Cobalt

Nickel: The Versatile Metal

Nickel (Ni) is a silvery-white metal with excellent corrosion resistance, especially against oxidation
and corrosion in various environments. It is highly ductile, malleable, and exhibits good thermal and
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electrical conductivity. Nickel?s ability to form protective oxide layers makes it ideal for coatings,
corrosion-resistant alloys, and electrical components.

Key Properties of Nickel:

- High corrosion and oxidation resistance
- Good mechanical strength at elevated temperatures
- Excellent ductility and toughness
- Good thermal and electrical conductivity
- Magnetic in pure form (weakly magnetic)

Cobalt: The High-Performance Metal

Cobalt (Co) is a hard, lustrous, gray metal that possesses remarkable magnetic and
corrosion-resistant properties. It is often used in superalloys and high-temperature alloys because of
its ability to retain strength at elevated temperatures and resist oxidation.

Key Properties of Cobalt:

- High-temperature strength
- Superior corrosion resistance, especially in marine and oxidative environments
- Magnetic properties
- Excellent wear resistance
- Biocompatibility (used in medical applications)

The Role of Alloys in Modern Industry

Alloys?metallic substances composed of two or more elements?are engineered to enhance specific
properties of base metals like nickel and cobalt. By combining these metals with others such as
chromium, molybdenum, iron, and others, manufacturers develop materials tailored for demanding
environments like aerospace, chemical processing, marine, and biomedical fields.

Common Alloy Types:

- Nickel-based alloys (e.g., Inconel, Monel)
- Cobalt-based alloys (e.g., Stellite, Haynes alloys)
- Superalloys (complex nickel and cobalt alloys for high-temperature applications)
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Deep Dive into Nickel Alloys

Nickel Alloy Classifications and Applications

Nickel alloys are categorized based on their composition, processing, and application-specific
properties.

Major Nickel Alloys:

- Inconel: Known for high-temperature strength and oxidation resistance; used in jet engines, heat
exchangers.

- Monel: Excellent corrosion resistance, especially to seawater; used in marine engineering and
chemical processing.

- Hastelloy: Superior resistance to corrosion and oxidizing environments; used in chemical
reactors and processing equipment.

- Nickel 200/201: Pure nickel grades, used in electrical and chemical applications.

Processing Techniques for Nickel Alloys

Nickel alloys are typically processed via:

- Casting: For complex shapes and large components.
- Welding: With specific procedures to prevent cracking.
- Hot and cold working: To achieve desired strength and ductility.
- Heat treatment: To optimize microstructure and mechanical properties.

Challenges and Considerations

- Stress corrosion cracking in certain environments.
- Weldability issues due to high alloy content.
- Cost considerations?nickel is relatively expensive, influencing material choices.

Exploring Cobalt Alloys

Types of Cobalt Alloys and Their Uses

Cobalt alloys are often classified based on their composition and intended application:

Published by: crystalcleanlongisland.com Page 7 of 11



Nickel Colbalt And Their Alloys Asm Specialty Hand Workbook Vol. 2021, Issue 12

Prominent Cobalt Alloys:

- Stellite: Known for wear and corrosion resistance; used in cutting tools, valve seats.
- Haynes alloys: High strength at elevated temperatures; used in turbine blades and exhaust

systems.
- CoCrMo (Cobalt-Chromium-Molybdenum): Used in orthopedic implants due to biocompatibility.

Manufacturing Processes for Cobalt Alloys

- Powder metallurgy: For complex, high-performance parts like turbine blades.
- Casting and forging: For structural components.
- Welding and joining: Similar to nickel alloys, with specific techniques to mitigate cracking.

Challenges with Cobalt Alloys

- Handling and processing: Due to high hardness and toxicity risks.
- Cost and availability: Cobalt is less abundant than nickel, impacting prices.
- Biocompatibility considerations: Particularly for medical implants, requiring strict quality controls.

Alloying Elements and Their Effects

Both nickel and cobalt alloys contain various elements that tailor their properties:

| Element | Typical Function | Common Alloys Used In |

|--------------|---------------------------------------------------------------|------------------------------------------------------
--|

| Chromium | Enhances corrosion resistance and oxidation stability | Inconel, Stellite, Hastelloy |

| Molybdenum | Improves strength, corrosion resistance, especially in acids | Hastelloy, CoCrMo |

| Iron | Adds strength, reduces cost | Nickel 200, Monel |

| Tungsten | Increases high-temperature strength | Stellite, Haynes alloys |

| Aluminum | Stabilizes microstructure, improves oxidation resistance | Some superalloys |
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| Carbon | Hardness and strength, especially in carbides | Stellite, high-carbon nickel alloys |

Practical Applications and Industry Uses

Nickel and cobalt alloys are integral to several high-demand industries:

Aerospace

- Superalloys for turbine blades and engine components
- Exhaust systems and heat shields

Chemical Processing

- Reactor vessels and piping resistant to corrosive chemicals
- Heat exchangers

Marine and Subsea

- Propeller shafts
- Seawater valves and fittings

Medical and Dental

- Implants and prosthetics (cobalt alloys)
- Surgical tools with wear resistance (stellite)

Military and Defense

- Armor plating
- Specialized structural components

Maintenance, Inspection, and Longevity

Proper maintenance of nickel and cobalt alloys is crucial to ensure their longevity and performance:
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- Regular inspection for signs of corrosion, cracking, or wear.
- Surface treatments like passivation to enhance corrosion resistance.
- Welding and fabrication practices that minimize residual stresses.
- Environmental controls to prevent stress corrosion cracking and oxidation.

Future Trends and Innovations

Advancements in alloy design are ongoing, aimed at reducing costs, improving environmental
resistance, and expanding application scopes:

- Development of high-entropy alloys incorporating multiple principal elements.
- Additive manufacturing techniques like 3D printing for complex nickel and cobalt components.
- Biocompatible and eco-friendly alloys for medical and sustainable applications.
- Nanostructured alloys offering superior strength-to-weight ratios.

Conclusion

Nickel, cobalt, and their alloys are fundamental to modern engineering, offering unmatched
performance in extreme environments. As an ASM specialty hand, mastering their properties,
processing techniques, and application-specific considerations is vital for professionals dedicated to
high-quality, reliable component design and manufacturing. Whether in aerospace, chemical
processing, or biomedical fields, these metals and their alloys continue to push the boundaries of
what is achievable in material science.

Understanding their complex behaviors, alloying principles, and maintenance protocols ensures
optimal use and longevity, reinforcing their vital role in advanced industry sectors. Staying informed
about emerging developments will further enhance your expertise and application success in
working with these exceptional materials.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the primary applications of nickel-cobalt alloys in industry?
Nickel-cobalt alloys are primarily used in aerospace, chemical processing, and electronics due to
their high strength, corrosion resistance, and thermal stability. How do nickel-cobalt alloys enhance
the performance of ASM Specialty Hand tools? These alloys improve tool durability, wear
resistance, and heat resistance, making ASM Specialty Hand tools suitable for demanding industrial
environments. What are the key properties that make nickel-cobalt alloys suitable for
high-temperature applications? They possess excellent oxidation resistance, high melting points,
and maintain strength at elevated temperatures, ideal for high-temperature service. How does alloy
composition influence the corrosion resistance of nickel-cobalt alloys? Adjusting the levels of
elements like chromium and molybdenum in the alloy enhances its ability to resist corrosion and
pitting in aggressive environments. What advances have been made in the development of
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nickel-cobalt alloys for ASM Specialty Hand tools? Recent developments include improved alloy
formulations for better toughness, wear resistance, and ease of fabrication, expanding their
application scope. Are nickel-cobalt alloys recyclable, and what are their environmental
considerations? Yes, nickel-cobalt alloys are recyclable; however, their extraction and processing
require careful management to minimize environmental impact due to toxic elements. What testing
standards are commonly used to assess the quality of nickel-cobalt alloys in ASM applications?
Standards such as ASTM B575 for corrosion testing and ASTM E8 for tensile testing are commonly
employed to ensure alloy quality and performance. How do manufacturing processes affect the
properties of nickel-cobalt alloys used in hand tools? Processes like heat treatment, cold working,
and surface finishing significantly influence the alloy's hardness, toughness, and corrosion
resistance. What future trends are expected in the development of nickel-cobalt alloys for ASM
specialty hand applications? Future trends include the development of more sustainable alloys with
enhanced performance, and advanced manufacturing techniques like additive manufacturing to
tailor properties. 
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