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Understanding ASTM D6913: A Comprehensive Guide to the Standard
Test Method for Density of Liquid Bituminous Materials

ASTM D6913 is a vital standard developed by ASTM International that specifies the procedure for
determining the density of liquid bituminous materials, such as asphalt binders and other bituminous
liquids. This test method is essential within the construction, paving, and materials industries
because the density of bituminous materials directly influences their performance, durability, and
suitability for various applications. Accurate measurement of density ensures the quality control of
materials used in road construction, roofing, and waterproofing applications.

This article offers an in-depth overview of ASTM D6913, including its scope, principles, equipment
requirements, procedural steps, and applications. Whether you're a materials engineer, quality
control technician, or a student in civil engineering, understanding this standard is crucial for
ensuring the integrity of bituminous material testing.

Scope and Purpose of ASTM D6913
What Does ASTM D6913 Cover?

ASTM D6913 provides a standardized method for determining the density of liquid bituminous
materials at specified temperatures. It is applicable to a wide range of liquid bituminous products,
including:

- Asphalt binders

- Cutback asphalts

- Emulsified asphalts (when tested in a liquid state)

- Other similar materials used in pavement and roofing applications

Why Is Density Measurement Important?
The density of bituminous materials influences their:
- Workability during mixing and application

- Adhesion properties
- Compaction characteristics
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- Resistance to deformation and aging
- Overall performance in the field

Accurate density measurements help ensure that materials meet project specifications, avoid
failures, and optimize pavement life.

Principles of the Test Method
ASTM D6913 involves measuring the volume and mass of a liquid bituminous sample to determine
its density at a specific temperature. The core principle hinges on the Archimedes? principle, where
the volume of the liquid is determined by its displacement of a calibrated vessel or by using a
pycnometer.
The general steps include:

- Heating the sample to a specified temperature to ensure consistent viscosity

- Filling a specified container or apparatus with the liquid

- Measuring the weight of the sample and the displaced volume

- Calculating the density using the measured data
This method ensures repeatability and accuracy essential for quality control and research purposes.
Equipment Required for ASTM D6913 Testing
To perform the test accurately, the following equipment is generally required:
1. Pycnometer or Volumetric Flask

- A glass or metal container with a precise, known volume

- Used for measuring the volume of the liquid sample accurately
2. Heating Apparatus

- A controlled temperature oven or water bath capable of maintaining the test temperature
(usually 135°C for asphalt binders)

- Ensures the sample is at the correct temperature for measurement

3. Balance or Scale
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- Capable of measuring to a minimum of 0.1 grams
- For weighing the sample and the pycnometer

4. Thermometer

- Accurate to at least £0.5°C
- To verify and maintain the test temperature

5. Stirring Devices

- To ensure the sample is homogeneous before measurement

6. Additional Accessories

- Tongs or holders for handling hot equipment
- Cleaning supplies for equipment maintenance

Step-by-Step Procedure for ASTM D6913

Below is a typical procedure for conducting the density test according to ASTM D6913:

Preparation
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- Heat the liquid bituminous sample to the specified test temperature (usually 135°C) to ensure

consistent viscosity.

- Ensure all equipment, especially the pycnometer and containers, are clean and dry.

Measuring the Sample

- Weigh the empty, dry pycnometer or volumetric flask and record its weight.
- Fill the pycnometer with the heated sample, ensuring no air bubbles are trapped.
- Remove excess material from the top of the pycnometer and wipe the exterior.

- Weigh the filled pycnometer and record the weight.

Determining the Volume
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- For pycnometers with a known volume, the volume is predetermined, but verification at the test
temperature is recommended.

- Alternatively, if using a displacement method, submerge the container in a fluid of known density
and measure the displaced volume.

Calculations

- Calculate the mass of the sample by subtracting the weight of the empty pycnometer from the
filled pycnometer.
- Use the known volume of the pycnometer and the measured mass to determine the density:

Density = (Mass of sample) / (Volume of sample)

- Ensure the calculations are performed at the specified temperature, as density varies with
temperature.

Reporting Results

- Report the density in units such as g/cm3 or kg/ms.
- Include details about the test conditions, equipment, and any deviations from standard
procedures.

Standards and Specifications Related to ASTM D6913

ASTM D6913 is often referenced alongside other standards that specify the properties and testing
methods for bituminous materials, including:

- ASTM D5: Penetration of Bituminous Materials

- ASTM D36: Softening Point of Bitumen

- ASTM D1160: Flash Point by Cleveland Open Cup
- ASTM D3381: Penetration of Bituminous Materials

Compliance with ASTM D6913 ensures that the density measurements are consistent, reproducible,
and comparable across different laboratories and projects.

Applications of ASTM D6913 in Industry
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The density data obtained through ASTM D6913 has several critical applications:
1. Quality Control in Production

Manufacturers of asphalt and bituminous products use this test to verify batch consistency and
adherence to specifications.

2. Material Specification Compliance

Engineers and contractors rely on density measurements to confirm that materials meet project
standards.

3. Research and Development

Developing new bituminous formulations requires precise density data to assess performance
characteristics.

4. Field Performance Evaluation

Density influences compaction and durability; hence, testing helps predict field behavior.
5. Cost Optimization

Accurate density measurements can lead to better material utilization and cost savings.

Limitations and Considerations in ASTM D6913 Testing

While ASTM D6913 provides a robust method for density measurement, several factors can
influence the results:

- Temperature Control: Precise temperature maintenance is critical since density varies
significantly with temperature.

- Sample Homogeneity: Ensuring the sample is well-mixed prevents density variations.

- Equipment Calibration: Regular calibration of pycnometers and balances guarantees accuracy.

- Material Compatibility: Some materials may react with certain containers or require special
handling.

Proper adherence to the procedure and quality assurance measures ensures reliable and consistent
results.
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Advancements and Alternatives to ASTM D6913

In recent years, alternative methods and advancements have emerged for measuring the density of
bituminous materials, including:

- Digital Density Meters: Automated devices that can measure density quickly with minimal
manual intervention.

- Nuclear Density Gauges: Used in field applications to estimate in-place density.

- Hydrometer and Pycnometer Variations: Modified versions for specific materials or conditions.

Despite these advancements, ASTM D6913 remains a standard in laboratory testing due to its
reliability and widespread acceptance.

Conclusion

ASTM D6913 plays a crucial role in ensuring the quality and consistency of liquid bituminous
materials used in various construction and industrial applications. By following its detailed
procedures, professionals can accurately determine the density of asphalt binders and related
materials, enabling better quality control, research, and field performance predictions.

Understanding and implementing ASTM D6913 correctly enhances the overall integrity of pavement
and roofing projects, ultimately leading to longer-lasting, more durable infrastructure. Whether used
in laboratories or field assessments, this standard remains fundamental to the bituminous materials
industry.

For anyone involved in the production, testing, or application of bituminous materials, mastering
ASTM D6913 is an essential step toward ensuring material performance and compliance with
industry standards.

ASTM D6913: A Comprehensive Review of the Standard Test Method for Particle-Size Distribution
(Gradation) of Fine-Grained Soils by Sedimentation

Introduction

ASTM D6913 is a pivotal standard in geotechnical engineering, soil science, and construction
industries. It provides a standardized procedure for determining the particle-size distribution
(gradation) of fine-grained soils using sedimentation techniques. Accurate soil gradation data are
essential for assessing soil behavior, designing foundations, controlling soil compaction, and
evaluating soil stability. This review delves into the intricacies of ASTM D6913, exploring its scope,
principles, detailed procedures, significance, and practical considerations.
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Scope and Purpose of ASTM D6913

ASTM D6913 outlines a test method for determining the particle-size distribution of soils with less
than 5% particles larger than 75 micrometers, primarily fine-grained soils such as silts, clays, and
fine sands. The key aspects include:

- Applicability: Suitable for soils classified as fine-grained, where sedimentation techniques
provide accurate gradation analysis.

- Limitations: Not applicable for coarse-grained soils or soils with significant gravel content unless
combined with other methods like sieve analysis.

- Objective: To produce a reliable and repeatable particle-size distribution curve, which can be
used for classification, engineering design, and quality control.

Principles Underlying ASTM D6913

The core principle of ASTM D6913 involves dispersing soil particles in a liquid medium (usually
water with a dispersing agent) and measuring the rate at which particles settle under gravity
(sedimentation). This sedimentation rate depends on patrticle size, density, and fluid viscosity,
allowing the calculation of gradation through Stokes' Law.

Key concepts include:

- Sedimentation: Fine particles settle at different velocities depending on their size; larger
particles settle faster.

- Dispersing agents: Used to break down soil aggregates to ensure individual particles are
measured.

- Measurement: The concentration of particles at various depths in a sedimentation column is
measured over time.

- Data analysis: Particle-size distribution is derived from the settling velocities and corresponding
particle sizes.

Detailed Procedure of ASTM D6913

The test method comprises several critical steps, each designed to ensure accuracy, repeatability,
and representativeness:

- Sample Collection and Preparation
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- Sampling: Collect a representative soil sample, ensuring minimal disturbance and
contamination.

- Drying: Oven-dry the sample at 105°C until constant weight.

- Sieving: Pass the dried sample through a 2 mm sieve to remove coarse particles; retain the
fines for analysis.

- Dispersing: Use a dispersing agent (e.g., sodium hexametaphosphate) to break down soil
aggregates. Typical concentrations and mixing procedures are specified.

- Dispersed Soil Suspension

- Preparation: Mix a known weight of soil with water and dispersant in a mixing container.

- Homogenization: Shake or stir thoroughly to achieve a uniform suspension.

- Settling Column: Transfer the suspension into a sedimentation cylinder (usually 2000 mL or
2000 mL).

- Sedimentation and Measurement

- Initial Measurement: Record the initial height of the suspension.

- Timed Sampling: At predetermined time intervals, draw samples from specific depths to
measure turbidity or particle concentration.

- Methodologies:

- Turbidity measurement: Use a nephelometer or turbidimeter.

- Grain counting: In some cases, microscopic examination is performed, though less common in
sedimentation methods.

- Electrical sensing: Advanced methods may employ electrical sensors for particle concentration.

- Data Processing

- Calculations: Convert the measured concentrations at different times into cumulative volume
percentages.

- Particle Size Determination: Using Stokes' Law, calculate the equivalent particle diameter
corresponding to each sedimentation time.

- Gradation curve: Plot cumulative percentage passing versus particle size on a semi-logarithmic
graph.
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Critical Parameters and Quality Control

- Dispersing Agent Quantity: Over or under-dispersion can skew results. Strict adherence to
recommended dosages is vital.

- Temperature Control: Since fluid viscosity affects sedimentation velocity, measurements are
often performed at a controlled temperature (usually 20°C).

- Calibration: Calibration of measurement devices (e.g., nephelometers) ensures reliability.

- Replicates: Performing multiple tests enhances data confidence and identifies variability.

Significance and Applications of ASTM D6913

The particle-size distribution data obtained through ASTM D6913 underpin numerous geotechnical
and environmental applications:

- Soil Classification: Facilitates classification systems like USDA, AASHTO, and Unified Soll
Classification System (USCS).

- Foundation Design: Determines soil stability and bearing capacity.

- Soil Liquefaction Potential: Fine-grained soils' gradation influences susceptibility.

- Environmental Impact Assessments: Contaminant transport modeling depends on particle size.

- Quality Control: Ensures soil amendments and fills meet specified gradation criteria.

Advantages of ASTM D6913

- Standardization: Provides a consistent and repeatable methodology.

- Sensitivity: Capable of accurately measuring very fine particles.

- Quantitative Data: Produces detailed gradation curves essential for classification and
engineering analysis.

- Applicability: Suitable for a broad range of fine-grained soils.

Limitations and Challenges

- Time-Consuming: Sedimentation tests can take several hours to complete.

- Dispersant Dependency: Results can vary based on dispersing agent effectiveness.

- Assumption of Sphericity: Stokes' Law assumes spherical particles, which may not reflect actual
particle shapes.

- Clogging and Turbulence: Proper column setup is essential to prevent disturbances that affect
sedimentation.
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Practical Considerations for Implementation

- Sample Homogeneity: Ensure samples are well-mixed and representative.

- Dispersant Selection: Use an appropriate dispersant based on soil type.

- Temperature Management: Conduct tests at controlled temperatures to maintain consistency.

- Calibration and Maintenance: Regularly calibrate measurement devices and maintain
sedimentation columns to prevent errors.

- Data Interpretation: Be aware of potential anomalies, such as flocculation or colloid formation,
which can distort results.

Comparative Analysis with Other Methods
While ASTM D6913 is a standard sedimentation-based method, other approaches exist:
- Hydrometer Method: Similar sedimentation principle but less precise at very fine particle ranges.
- Laser Diffraction: Provides rapid particle size analysis with high accuracy for a wide range of
sizes.

- Sieve Analysis: Suitable for coarser soils but inadequate for fine-grained soils.

ASTM D6913 is often preferred for fine soils due to its detailed gradation curve generation and
established reliability.

Recent Developments and Innovations
Advances in sedimentation techniques and instrumentation have enhanced ASTM D6913's

applicability:

- Automated Sedimentation Devices: Reduce manual errors and improve repeatability.

- Digital Data Logging: Facilitates real-time data collection and analysis.

- Hybrid Methods: Combining sedimentation with laser diffraction offers comprehensive
particle-size profiles.

These innovations aim to improve accuracy, efficiency, and ease of use.

Conclusion

ASTM D6913 remains a cornerstone in the analysis of fine-grained soils, offering a rigorous,
standardized approach for determining particle-size distribution via sedimentation. Its thorough
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methodology ensures that geotechnical engineers and soil scientists can rely on consistent,
high-quality data to inform a wide spectrum of engineering decisions. While it may involve detailed
procedures and careful calibration, the insights gained from this test method are invaluable for
understanding soil behavior, classification, and suitability for construction and environmental
applications.

In summary, mastering ASTM D6913 enables practitioners to effectively characterize fine soils,
ensuring safer, more efficient, and environmentally responsible engineering practices.

QuestionAnswer What is ASTM D6913 and what does it test for? ASTM D6913 is a standard test
method for determining the pH of aqueous extracts of rock and other inorganic materials, primarily
used to assess the acidity or alkalinity of soil and construction materials. What types of materials
can be tested using ASTM D6913? ASTM D6913 is commonly used to test soil, rock, and other
inorganic materials to evaluate their pH levels for construction, environmental, and geotechnical
applications. Why is measuring pH important in ASTM D6913 testing? Measuring pH helps
determine the chemical properties of materials, which can influence their stability, durability, and
suitability for construction projects or environmental assessments. What are the key steps involved
in performing ASTM D6913 testing? The test involves mixing a sample with distilled water to create
an extract, filtering the mixture, and then measuring the pH of the extract using a calibrated pH
meter, following the detailed procedures outlined in the standard. How does ASTM D6913 compare
to other pH testing methods? ASTM D6913 provides a standardized, reproducible method specific
for inorganic materials, offering more consistent results than non-standardized or field pH testing
methods, especially for soil and rock samples. What are common applications of ASTM D6913 test
results? Results are used in geotechnical engineering, environmental assessments, construction
material evaluation, and soil classification to ensure materials meet project specifications and
environmental regulations. Are there any limitations to the ASTM D6913 method? Yes, the method
may not be suitable for highly organic materials or samples with extreme pH values, and proper
sample preparation and calibration are essential to obtain accurate and reliable results.

Related keywords: soil classification, soil testing, unified soil classification, USCS, soil sample
analysis, geotechnical testing, soil gradation, laboratory testing, soil identification, ASTM standards



