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THE CRUISING GUIDE TO THE NORTHERN
LEEWARD ISLAND Ebook

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands offers sailors an unparalleled experience
navigating through some of the most stunning and diverse cruising grounds in the Caribbean.
Whether you're a seasoned sailor or a first-time visitor, this comprehensive guide provides essential
insights into the best anchorages, must-see attractions, safety tips, and logistical considerations for
exploring these idyllic islands. From the lush landscapes of Antigua to the vibrant culture of St. Kitts,
the northern Leeward Islands promise a memorable voyage filled with natural beauty, rich history,
and warm Caribbean hospitality.

Introduction to the Northern Leeward Islands

The northern Leeward Islands form part of the Lesser Antilles archipelago and are renowned for
their pristine beaches, clear turquoise waters, and friendly maritime communities. This region
includes several key islands such as Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, and Montserrat. Its
strategic location and favorable wind conditions make it an ideal cruising ground for sailors seeking
both adventure and relaxation.

Why Cruise the Northern Leeward Islands?

- Diverse anchorages and protected harbors

- Rich cultural heritage and historical sites

- Favorable sailing conditions with steady trade winds

- Vibrant local communities and friendly locals

- Beautiful natural scenery including volcanic landscapes, beaches, and coral reefs

Planning Your Cruise in the Northern Leeward Islands

Proper planning ensures a safe and enjoyable voyage. Here are key elements to consider:

Best Time to Cruise

The prime cruising season runs from December to April when the weather is dry, winds are steady,

and hurricane risk is minimal. The summer months (June to September) tend to be wetter and more
prone to storms, so plan accordingly.
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Necessary Documentation and Customs

- Valid passports for all travelers

- Clearance from local authorities (arranged at entry ports)

- Awareness of visa requirements depending on your nationality
- Cruising permits or boat documentation

Navigation Charts and Resources

Utilize up-to-date navigational charts, electronic navigation systems, and cruising guides. Local
marinas and harbor masters can provide current information on hazards and port procedures.

Key Islands and Their Highlights
Each island in the northern Leeward group offers its unigue attractions and cruising experiences.
Antigua and Barbuda

Known as the "Sailing Capital of the Caribbean,"” Antigua boasts over 365 beaches and a lively
yachting scene.

Top Highlights:
- Nelson's Dockyard: a historic maritime museum and marina
- Antigua Yacht Club Marina
- Shirley Heights: panoramic views and Sunday evening parties

- Deep Bay and Green Island for snorkeling and diving

Anchorages & Moorings:

- English Harbour

- Falmouth Harbour
- Deep Bay

- Freeman?s Bay

Saint Kitts and Nevis

These twin islands combine lush rainforests, volcanic landscapes, and historic sugar plantations.
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Top Highlights:

- Brimstone Hill Fortress: a UNESCO World Heritage Site
- Nevis Peak and Pinney?s Beach
- Carambola Beach and Frigate Bay
- Nevis Botanical Gardens
Anchorages & Moorings:
- Basseterre Harbour (St. Kitts)
- Nelson?s Spring Bay (Nevis)
- White House Bay (Nevis)
Montserrat
The "Emerald Isle of the Caribbean" is famous for its volcanic activity and rugged terrain.
Top Highlights:
- Soufriére Hills Volcano and the exclusion zone
- Little Bay Beach
- Montserrat Volcano Observatory
Anchoring Tips:

- Be aware of volcanic ash and potential hazards
- Check local advisories before anchoring

Navigational Tips and Safety Considerations
Navigating the northern Leeward Islands requires attention to detail and safety awareness.

Common Navigational Hazards

- Shallow reefs and coral heads near popular anchorages
- Strong trade winds and gusty conditions
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- Sudden weather changes, especially during the hurricane season
- Submerged rocks and uncharted hazards in certain areas

Best Practices for Safe Sailing

- Always consult current charts and local notices

- Maintain vigilant lookout, especially near reefs and in narrow channels
- Use GPS and AIS systems for real-time navigation

- Keep VHF radio tuned to local Coast Guard channels

- Secure the vessel properly when anchoring or mooring

Weather and Storm Preparation
- Monitor weather forecasts regularly
- Have a clear plan for seeking shelter in case of storms

- Ensure all safety equipment (life jackets, flares, first aid kit) is accessible

Popular Anchoring Spots and Marinas
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Choosing the right anchorage or marina can significantly enhance your cruising experience.

Antigua

- English Harbour: a bustling marina with excellent services
- Falmouth Harbour: popular for its lively atmosphere and amenities
- Deep Bay: ideal for quiet anchoring and snorkeling

Saint Kitts & Nevis

- Basseterre Harbour: convenient for provisioning and customs
- Nelson?s Spring Bay: tranquil anchorage with scenic views
- Frigate Bay: lively area with restaurants and bars

Montserrat

- Little Bay: protected anchorage with stunning views
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- Montserrat Yacht Club: a good base for exploring the island
Local Culture and Marine Activities
Engaging with local culture enriches your cruising experience.
Experiencing Local Festivals and Events

- Antigua Sailing Week (April)

- St. Kitts Music Festival (June)

- Montserrat Festival (October)
Snorkeling and Diving

- Explore coral reefs and vibrant marine life

- Visit wreck sites and underwater caves

- Use local operators for guided tours
Fishing Opportunities

- Deep-sea fishing for marlin, tuna, and mahi-mahi
- Reef fishing for snapper and grouper

Environmental Responsibility and Conservation

Preserving the beauty of the northern Leeward Islands is vital for future generations.

- Practice eco-friendly anchoring to avoid damaging coral reefs

- Dispose of waste properly and avoid polluting waters

- Support local conservation efforts and marine protected areas

- Be mindful of wildlife and avoid disturbing marine habitats

Conclusion
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The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands provides a roadmap to discovering some of the
most captivating and welcoming islands in the Caribbean. With careful planning, respect for local
customs and environment, and an adventurous spirit, sailors can enjoy a seamless voyage filled
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with unforgettable moments. Whether exploring Antigua's historic sites, Nevis's lush landscapes, or
Montserrat's volcanic scenery, the northern Leeward Islands promise an enriching and exhilarating
sailing adventure that will stay with you long after you leave these tropical waters.

Embark on your Caribbean sailing journey today, and let the northern Leeward Islands be your next
unforgettable destination!

The Cruising Guide to the Northern Leeward Islands offers an invaluable resource for sailors and
boaters eager to explore this stunning and diverse region of the Caribbean. Renowned for its
crystal-clear waters, sheltered anchorages, vibrant cultures, and breathtaking scenery, the northern
Leeward Islands encompass a collection of islands that promise both adventure and tranquility.
Whether you?re a seasoned sailor or a novice cruiser, this comprehensive guide provides detailed
insights, practical tips, and essential information to ensure a safe and enjoyable voyage through
these tropical waters.

Introduction to the Northern Leeward Islands

The northern Leeward Islands form a segment of the Caribbean archipelago, comprising several
islands that vary in size, character, and appeal. Typically including islands such as Antigua,
Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands (British and U.S.), this region offers a
mix of lush landscapes, historic sites, luxury resorts, and vibrant local cultures. The area is favored
for its reliable trade winds, protected anchorages, and relatively straightforward navigation, making it
an ideal cruising ground.

This guide aims to familiarize cruisers with the key destinations, anchorages, marinas, and local
customs, along with safety considerations and practical advice. It is designed to help both first-time
visitors and seasoned sailors maximize their experience in this beautiful part of the Caribbean.

Navigation and Weather Conditions
Navigation Highlights

Navigating the northern Leeward Islands requires familiarity with Caribbean charts, local
navigational aids, and awareness of common hazards. Most cruising routes follow established
passages between islands, with many protected anchorages and marinas offering safe mooring
options.

- Main Navigational Aids: Buoys, beacons, and range markers are well-marked in major harbors.
- Common Hazards: Coral reefs, submerged rocks, and shifting shoals can pose risks; always
consult up-to-date charts.
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- Depths: Generally favorable; however, some passages near reefs and islands require cautious
navigation.

Weather and Wind Patterns

The climate in the northern Leeward Islands is characterized by warm temperatures year-round and
consistent trade winds, making sailing predictable and enjoyable.

- Trade Winds: Usually steady from November to June, blowing at 10-20 knots.

- Hurricanes: The hurricane season runs from June to November; always monitor weather
forecasts and plan accordingly.

- Best Cruising Season: December to April offers the most predictable weather and calmer seas.

Major Islands and Their Highlights
Antigua and Barbuda
Antigua is renowned for its 365 beaches?one for each day of the year?and a vibrant sailing scene.
Highlights:

- Nelson?s Dockyard: A historic British naval base with restored buildings, shops, and
restaurants.

- Antigua Race Week: An annual event attracting sailors worldwide.

- Deep Bay and Falmouth Harbour: Popular anchorages with good provisioning and services.
Pros:

- Rich maritime history.

- Excellent provisioning options.

- Good shelter in popular anchorages.
Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak season.
- Some anchorages may be busy or shallow.
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Saint Kitts and Nevis
This twin-island nation features lush mountains, colonial architecture, and a relaxed atmosphere.
Highlights:

- Basseterre: Capital city with markets and historic sites.

- Nevis Peak: Offers hiking adventures with stunning views.

- Frigate Bay: A lively area with restaurants, bars, and nightspots.
Pros:

- Rich history and culture.

- Scenic hiking and outdoor activities.

- Less crowded than Antigua.
Cons:

- Limited marina facilities compared to larger islands.

- Some anchorages can be exposed during northerly winds.
Anguilla
Known for its pristine beaches and exclusive resorts, Anguilla offers a luxurious cruising experience.
Highlights:

- Shoal Bay: One of the Caribbean?s most beautiful beaches.

- Sandy Ground: A vibrant area for dining and nightlife.

- Pristine anchorages with clear waters.
Pros:

- Quiet, upscale atmosphere.

- Excellent snorkeling and diving spots.
- Few crowds outside peak seasons.
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Cons:
- Limited marina facilities.
- Higher costs for provisioning and services.
British Virgin Islands (BVI) ? Virgin Islands North

While technically part of the Virgin Islands, the northern BVI is often included in the northern
Leeward cruising considerations.

Highlights:

- Tortola: Main island with marinas and provisioning.

- Jost Van Dyke: Famous for its lively beach bars.

- Norman Island: Legendary for snorkeling and the famous Willy T floating bar.
Pros:

- Well-developed infrastructure.

- Plenty of anchorages and marinas.

- Rich sailing and party scene.
Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak season.
- Higher mooring and marina fees.

Anchorages and Marinas
Top Anchorages
The region offers numerous protected anchorages suitable for overnight stays and day visits.
- Falmouth Harbour, Antigua: A bustling harbor with good holding and proximity to amenities.

- Deep Bay, Antigua: Protected by reef, excellent for anchoring overnight.
- Sandy Ground, Anguilla: A peaceful anchorage with stunning beaches.
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- Jost Van Dyke, BVI: A lively anchorage with easy access to bars and restaurants.

- Nelson?s Dockyard, Antigua: Offers a historic setting with sheltered anchoring.
Features to Consider:
- Bottom type (sand, coral, rock).
- Depth and swing room.
- Protection from prevailing winds.
Marinas and Mooring Fields
For those seeking marina services, the region boasts several options:
- Nelson?s Dockyard Marina (Antigua): Full-service marina with repair facilities.
- Tortola Marine Center (BVI): Well-equipped marina with provisioning and repairs.
- Sandy Ground (Anguilla): Mooring balls and limited marina services.
- Falmouth Harbour Marina: Popular for refueling and provisioning.
Pros:
- Access to fuel, provisions, and repairs.
- Safe harbor during storms or bad weather.
Cons:

- Costly compared to anchoring.
- Can be crowded during peak season.

Local Customs and Cultural Tips
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Understanding local customs enhances the cruising experience and fosters respectful interactions.

- Greetings: Friendly greetings are customary; a simple ?Good morning/afternoon? goes a long

way.

- Marine Etiquette: Always observe anchoring and mooring protocols; avoid anchoring on coral

reefs.
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- Environmental Responsibility: Use reef-safe sunscreens; dispose of waste properly; avoid
anchor damage.
- Local Laws: Be aware of customs regulations, visa requirements, and fishing restrictions.

Practical Tips for Cruising the Northern Leeward Islands

- Provisioning: Major islands like Antigua and Tortola have well-stocked supermarkets; smaller
islands may have limited supplies.

- Connectivity: Wi-Fi is available in marinas and some anchorages, but connectivity can be patchy
in remote areas.

- Language: English is the official language, making communication straightforward.

- Safety: Keep an eye on weather updates; always check charts before anchoring or maneuvering
near reefs.

Conclusion

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands provides a roadmap to exploring one of the
Caribbean?s most captivating regions. With its combination of sheltered anchorages, scenic beauty,
rich history, and vibrant cultures, this area offers an unforgettable sailing experience. Proper
preparation, awareness of weather and navigation conditions, and respect for local customs are key
to making the most of your journey. Whether you?re seeking peaceful beaches, lively marinas, or
adventurous exploring, the northern Leeward Islands stand ready to welcome you aboard and
provide a truly memorable Caribbean adventure.

QuestionAnswer What are the top cruising destinations in the Northern Leeward Islands? The
top cruising destinations include Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, Saint Barthelemy, and Saint
Martin, each offering unique beaches, anchorages, and cultural experiences. When is the best time
of year to cruise the Northern Leeward Islands? The ideal time is from December to April, during the
dry season with moderate winds and calm seas, ideal for comfortable sailing and exploring. What
are essential navigation tips for cruising in the Northern Leeward Islands? Key tips include
understanding local currents and wind patterns, being aware of reefs and shallow areas, and
consulting detailed charts and cruising guides for safe navigation. Are there any specific port
regulations or customs procedures to be aware of? Yes, each island has its own customs and
immigration procedures. It's important to check visa requirements, port fees, and obtain necessary
permits in advance to ensure smooth entry and exit. What are some recommended anchorages and
marinas in the Northern Leeward Islands? Popular spots include Nelson's Dockyard in Antigua,
Pillory Beach on Barbuda, and the marinas in St. Martin and Saint Barthelemy, known for their
facilities and scenic settings. How can | find reliable weather information for planning my cruise?
Use reputable marine weather websites, apps like Windy or Windfinder, and local cruising guides
that provide updated forecasts to plan your routes safely. What safety precautions should | take
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while cruising these islands? Ensure your vessel is well-maintained, carry updated charts, be aware
of changing weather conditions, and have safety equipment like life jackets, VHF radios, and
emergency supplies onboard.

Related keywords: Northern Leeward Islands, Caribbean sailing, yacht charter, island hopping,
marine navigation, cruising destinations, Caribbean sailing guide, Leeward Islands itinerary, nautical
charts, tropical cruising

the cruising guide to the leeward islands anguilla

The Cruising Guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla

Anguilla, a stunning Caribbean island nestled within the Leeward Islands, is a premier destination for
sailors and yachting enthusiasts seeking pristine beaches, crystal-clear waters, and vibrant culture.
Whether you're planning a leisurely cruise or a more adventurous voyage, understanding the ins
and outs of Anguilla?s cruising environment is essential for a safe and enjoyable experience. This
comprehensive cruising guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla provides valuable insights into
navigation, anchorages, local regulations, attractions, and practical tips to help you make the most
of your journey.

Introduction to Anguilla and the Leeward Islands

The Leeward Islands form part of the Lesser Antilles in the Caribbean, comprising several islands
known for their idyllic beaches, warm waters, and welcoming communities. Anguilla stands out
within this chain due to its exclusivity, natural beauty, and well-developed yachting infrastructure.
Anguilla's strategic location offers convenient access from neighboring islands such as St. Martin,

St. Barths, and Antigua. Its proximity to these popular sailing routes makes it a favored stop for
cruising yachts, whether for overnight stays or extended visits.

Best Time to Cruise to Anguilla

Understanding the optimal timing for cruising to Anguilla ensures better weather conditions and a
more pleasurable experience.

Peak Season
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- December to April
- Characterized by warm, dry weather, and less rain
- High season with increased maritime traffic and higher mooring fees

Off-Peak Season

- May to November
- Hotter and wetter months with occasional tropical showers
- Fewer crowds and more favorable prices

Tip: The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June to November, so always check weather forecasts
and advisories before planning your trip.

Navigation and Entry Requirements

Navigating to Anguilla requires adherence to maritime regulations and awareness of local
conditions. Here are key points to consider:

Approach and Entry

- The main entry point is via Road Bay on the northwest coast, where the main harbor is located.

- Vessels should contact the Anguilla Customs and Immigration authorities upon arrival.

- Clearance procedures typically involve presenting passports, boat documentation, and a crew
list.

Navigational Aids and Charts

- Use updated nautical charts specific to the Caribbean and Anguilla waters.

- Prominent navigational aids include the Stony Bay Light and the Anguilla Light, which mark safe
approaches.

- Keep a lookout for reefs, shoals, and submerged rocks, especially near the shoreline.

Weather Considerations
- Check marine weather forecasts regularly.

- Be cautious of trade winds, which are generally steady, but can cause choppy seas during
certain seasons.



THE CRUISING GUIDE TO THE NORTHERN LEEWARD ISLAND Ebook Vol. 2025, Issue 3

- Avoid navigating during storms or heavy weather conditions.

Popular Anchorages and Mooring Locations

Anguilla offers numerous well-protected anchorages and mooring options suitable for different types
of vessels.

Road Bay

- Located on the northwest coast, it is the primary harbor for cruising vessels.
- Features a well-maintained harbor with mooring balls and anchoring options.
- Close to beaches, restaurants, and the island?s main amenities.

Sandy Island

- A small, picturesque cay just off the coast of Anguilla, accessible by dinghy.
- Perfect for day trips, snorkeling, and picnics.
- Limited mooring facilities, so anchoring or tendering is common.

Crocus Bay

- Known for its tranquil waters and scenic surroundings.
- Protected from prevailing winds, making it a good anchorage during rougher weather.
- Close to luxury resorts and beaches.

Little Bay

- Located on the southern coast, ideal for anchoring away from busy areas.
- Offers calm waters and beautiful scenery.

Anchoring Tips and Regulations

- Always check for local anchoring restrictions; some areas may be protected or prohibited.
- Use designated mooring balls where available to minimize environmental impact.

- Maintain a respectful distance from coral reefs and marine life.

- Follow "Leave No Trace" principles by disposing of waste properly.



THE CRUISING GUIDE TO THE NORTHERN LEEWARD ISLAND Ebook Vol. 2025, Issue 3

Facilities and Amenities for Cruisers
Anguilla provides a range of facilities to support cruising sailors.
Marinas and Yacht Services
- The Anguilla Yacht Club offers berthing, provisioning, fueling, and maintenance services.
- Several private marinas and docks accommodate visiting vessels.
Provisioning and Supplies
- Supermarkets and specialty stores in The Valley provide fresh produce, meats, and Caribbean
specialties.
- Marine supply shops stock necessary equipment and parts.
Fuel and Water
- Fuel can be obtained at the main harbor in Road Bay.
- Fresh water supplies are available at marinas and some fueling stations.
Connectivity
- Wi-Fi is available at many marinas and hotels.

- Cellphone coverage is reliable in most areas.

Local Attractions and Activities

Cruising to Anguilla isn?t just about sailing; it?s also about exploring the island?s rich culture and
natural beauty.

Beaches
- Shoal Bay East: Known for its powdery sands and excellent snorkeling.

- Rendezvous Bay: Long stretch of beach ideal for relaxation.
- Meads Bay: Picturesque with calm waters perfect for swimming.
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Dining and Nightlife

- Enjoy Caribbean cuisine at local restaurants such as Blanchard's or The Pumphouse.
- Beach bars and resorts offer lively nightlife options.

Historical and Cultural Sites

- The Old Factory: A historical sugar factory turned cultural site.
- Wallbluff House: A restored plantation house showcasing Anguilla?s colonial history.
- Art galleries and craft markets to experience local artistry.

Outdoor Activities

- Snorkeling and diving around coral reefs and wrecks.
- Kayaking and paddleboarding in calm bays.
- Hiking trails exploring the island?s scenic landscapes.

Environmental Considerations and Responsible Cruising

Protecting Anguilla?s pristine environment is crucial for future generations of sailors and residents
alike.

- Avoid anchoring on coral reefs to prevent damage.

- Use eco-friendly cleaning products on your vessel.

- Participate in local conservation efforts, such as beach cleanups.
- Respect wildlife and marine life, maintaining a safe distance.

Practical Tips for Cruisers

- Always carry up-to-date charts, navigation tools, and local guides.

- Have sulfficient provisioning and fuel for your stay.

- Communicate with local authorities and marinas ahead of your arrival.

- Be mindful of tide and current conditions, especially when approaching shallow areas.
- Prepare for variable weather and have contingency plans.

Conclusion
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The cruising guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla offers a comprehensive overview for sailors
seeking an unforgettable Caribbean adventure. With its idyllic anchorages, friendly ports, and vibrant
culture, Anguilla stands as a must-visit destination for cruising enthusiasts. By understanding
navigation procedures, respecting environmental guidelines, and exploring the island?s natural and
cultural attractions, mariners can enjoy a safe, enriching, and responsible voyage. Whether you?re
anchoring in Road Bay, exploring Sandy Island, or enjoying the local cuisine, Anguilla promises a
guintessential Caribbean sailing experience that will leave lasting memories.

Cruising Guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla: Your Ultimate Marine Adventure

Embarking on a sailing voyage through the stunning Leeward Islands, particularly Anguilla, offers an
unparalleled blend of pristine beaches, crystal-clear waters, vibrant culture, and world-class
amenities. Whether you?re an experienced sailor or a novice explorer, this comprehensive guide
aims to equip you with all the essential information to make your Anguilla cruise safe, enjoyable, and
memorable.

Introduction to Anguilla as a Cruising Destination

Nestled in the northeastern Caribbean, Anguilla is a British Overseas Territory renowned for its
unspoiled beauty and laid-back atmosphere. Its strategic location within the Leeward Islands makes
it an ideal anchoring point for exploring the wider Caribbean region.

Key Highlights:
- Over 30 beaches, many ranked among the world?s best
- Friendly local community with rich cultural traditions

- Superb yachting facilities and marinas
- Proximity to other popular islands like Saint Martin, Saint Kitts, and Antigua

Preparing for Your Anguilla Cruise

Before setting sail, meticulous planning ensures smooth navigation and enjoyment.

1. Maritime Regulations and Entry Requirements

- Customs and Immigration: All vessels arriving in Anguilla must clear customs. Immigration
formalities are straightforward but require valid passports for all crew members.

- Visas: Most travelers from North America and Europe do not need visas for short visits;
however, check current requirements before departure.
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- Documentation: Ensure your vessel?s registration, proof of insurance, and crew lists are
up-to-date.

2. Weather and Best Cruising Seasons

- Peak Season: December to April, when trade winds are steady and weather is dry.

- Off-Peak: May to November, with increased risk of hurricanes and tropical storms?if cruising
during this period, monitor weather updates closely.

- Wind Conditions: Typically easterly trade winds ranging from 10-20 knots, ideal for sailing.

3. Equipment and Safety Checks

- Ensure your vessel is equipped with:

- Up-to-date navigation charts (digital and paper)

- AIS and radar

- Life jackets, flares, and emergency beacons

- Stable anchoring gear suitable for sandy and coral bottoms

Navigation and Anchoring in Anguilla

Navigating the waters around Anguilla is generally straightforward but requires attention to detail
due to shallow reefs and coral heads.

1. Main Entry Points
- Sandy Ground (West End): The primary harbor with a well-equipped marina.
- Road Bay (North Coast): Popular anchoring spot with good protection.
- Crocus Bay (Southeast): A tranquil anchorage near the island?s southern tip.
- The Valley: For those planning to explore inland, but less ideal for anchoring.
2. Navigational Challenges
- Shallow reefs and coral heads near the shoreline
- Strong currents in certain channels

- Limited night navigation facilities?prefer daytime entry

3. Anchoring Tips
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- Use appropriate anchors for sandy bottoms; ensure good holding.

- Drop anchors well in advance of reefs or rocks.

- Use anchor balls or mooring buoys where available to prevent damage.
- Be mindful of local regulations and protected marine areas.

Marinas and Harbors: Facilities and Services

Anguilla offers several marinas equipped to host cruising vessels, providing essentials like fuel,
provisioning, and repair services.

1. The Valley Marina
- Located near the capital, The Valley
- Offers fuel, water, electricity, and provisioning
- On-site maintenance and repair services
2. Blowing Point and Sandy Ground
- Smaller marinas and anchoring options
- Good for short stays and quick provisioning
3. Mooring and Anchorage Options
- Mooring balls available at major anchorages
- Free and paid options?confirm with local authorities
Must-Visit Anchorages and Beaches

Anguilla?s coastline is dotted with idyllic spots perfect for relaxing, snorkeling, and exploring.

1. Shoal Bay East

- One of the most famous beaches globally
- Crystal-clear waters and soft white sand
- Excellent snorkeling and beach bars
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2. Meads Bay

- Elegant resort surroundings
- Calm waters ideal for swimming and paddleboarding
- Nearby restaurants and shops

3. Crocus Bay
- Secluded anchorage with coral reefs
- Perfect for snorkeling and diving
- Home to the famous Dune Preserve
4. Little Bay
- Remote and less crowded

- Accessible by boat or hiking
- Surrounded by dramatic cliffs and caves

Activities and Excursions

Anguilla is more than just a cruising stop; it?s a hub for diverse activities.

1. Snorkeling and Diving

- Explore vibrant coral reefs at Crocus Bay and Little Bay.
- Dive sites include The Dives and The Pinnacles.

- Many local operators offer guided tours and equipment rentals.

2. Cultural and Historical Sites

- Visit the Anguilla Museum to learn about the island?s history.
- Tour the old plantation ruins and colonial estates.

- Attend local festivals like Anguilla Day in May.

3. Dining and Nightlife

Vol. 2025, Issue 3
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- Savor local seafood at beachside shacks and upscale restaurants.
- Notable eateries: Straw Hat Restaurant, Veya.
- Enjoy live music and beach parties during peak season.

4. Land Tours and Nature Trails
- Explore the Cove Bay Nature Reserve.

- Hike to Scilly Cay for a picnic and snorkeling.
- Rent scooters or bikes for inland exploration.

Provisioning and Supplies
Getting provisions in Anguilla is straightforward, with several supermarkets and specialty stores.

Key Locations:

- The Valley Supermarket: Largest selection of groceries.
- Island Harbor Market: Fresh produce and local products.
- Specialty stores: For wine, spirits, and marine supplies.

Tips:

- Stock up before arriving, especially if heading to remote anchorages.
- Fresh seafood can often be bought directly from local fishermen.
- Consider provisioning for several days, as some remote spots have limited supplies.

Environmental Considerations and Marine Conservation

Anguilla is committed to preserving its natural beauty, and cruisers should adhere to environmentally
friendly practices.

- Avoid anchoring on coral reefs?use designated anchoring spots.
- Do not disturb marine life or take coral or shells.

- Use reef-safe sunscreens.

- Dispose of trash responsibly?use designated disposal areas.
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Local Etiquette and Cultural Tips

Respect for local customs enhances your experience.

- Greet locals warmly?they are friendly and welcoming.
- Tipping is customary in restaurants and for services.
- Dress modestly when visiting cultural sites.

- Support local businesses and artisans.

Safety Tips for Cruisers in Anguilla

- Keep updated on weather forecasts, especially during hurricane season.

- Use a reliable navigation system.

- Maintain communication with nearby vessels and authorities.

- Have emergency contacts and local maritime authorities? numbers handy.
- Be cautious of shallow reefs and coral heads.

Conclusion: Making the Most of Your Anguilla Cruise

Cruising the Leeward Islands, with Anguilla at the heart, promises an extraordinary adventure filled
with natural splendor, cultural richness, and maritime excitement. Proper planning, respect for the
environment, and an open mind to new experiences will ensure your voyage is safe, enjoyable, and
truly unforgettable.

Whether you?re lounging on world-renowned beaches, exploring vibrant reefs, or immersing
yourself in local traditions, Anguilla offers a quintessential Caribbean sailing experience that will
beckon you back time and again.

Happy cruising!

QuestionAnswer What are the must-visit anchorages in Anguilla for cruisers following the
Leeward Islands guide? Top anchorages include Shoal Bay, Sandy Island, and Cove Bay, offering
pristine beaches, clear waters, and good holding grounds, making them ideal stops for cruisers
exploring Anguilla. Are there any specific navigation tips for cruising around Anguilla as outlined in
the Leeward Islands guide? Yes, navigators should be cautious of shallow areas near the reefs,
especially around the Shoal Bay entry, and utilize detailed charts and local advice to avoid hazards.
Tidal currents and weather conditions are also important factors to consider. What provisioning and
customs procedures should cruisers be aware of when entering Anguilla according to the cruising
guide? Cruisers should clear customs at the main port, The Valley, and ensure they have all
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necessary documentation. Provisions can be obtained locally at various stores, but it?s
recommended to stock up beforehand, as supplies may be limited in remote anchorages. What are
the recommended activities and local attractions in Anguilla highlighted in the cruising guide? The
guide recommends exploring the island?s stunning beaches like Shoal Bay, visiting local art
galleries, enjoying authentic Caribbean cuisine, and experiencing snorkeling and diving spots such
as the wreck of the USS Aquila. How does the cruising guide suggest planning the itinerary for a trip
through the Leeward Islands including Anguilla? It advises starting from St. Maarten or St. Kitts,
then moving southward to Anguilla and neighboring islands, allowing ample time for exploring each
location, considering weather windows, and planning for provisioning and customs procedures at
each stop.
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