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Understanding how to read and interpret passages without punctuation is an important skill for KS2
students. Punctuation helps us understand where sentences start and end, and where to pause or
emphasize certain parts of a text. However, sometimes students encounter passages that lack
punctuation, which can be challenging but also an excellent way to develop reading comprehension

and interpretive skills. In this article, we will explore what a passage without punctuation is, why it
appears, and how KS2 students can effectively approach and understand such texts.

What Is a Passage Without Punctuation?
A passage without punctuation is a piece of writing that lacks marks such as full stops, commas,
guestion marks, exclamation points, and other punctuation symbols. This means the entire text

appears as one continuous string of words. For example:

> the sun was shining brightly and the birds were singing happily children played in the park
laughing and chasing each other

Without punctuation, the reader must rely on context, sentence structure, and their own
understanding to interpret where one idea ends and another begins.

Why Do Passages Without Punctuation Appear?

There are several reasons why students or writers might encounter passages without punctuation:
1. As a Reading Comprehension Exercise

Teachers often provide unpunctuated passages to challenge students? understanding of sentence
structure and meaning. This encourages students to think carefully about how words relate to each

other.

2. To Improve Contextual Skills

Reading a passage without punctuation helps students develop their ability to infer meaning from
context, which is a valuable skill for understanding complex texts or unfamiliar vocabulary.

3. For Creative Writing Practice
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Some writers experiment with unpunctuated writing as a stylistic device to create a particular effect
or to convey a sense of urgency or stream of consciousness.

4. As a Puzzle or Game

Puzzles like "punctuationless stories" or "continuous prose challenges" are popular among students
and teachers to sharpen reading and interpretation skills.

How to Approach Reading a Passage Without Punctuation

Reading a passage without punctuation requires a different set of skills compared to reading
punctuated texts. Here are some strategies that KS2 students can use:

1. Read Slowly and Carefully

Take your time reading each word. Don?t rush through the text, as this can cause confusion.
Pausing between phrases helps your brain process the meaning.

2. Look for Context Clues

Use surrounding words and overall theme to understand where sentences might begin and end. For
example, words like "then," "but," "because," or "so" often indicate a change or continuation.

3. Break the Passage into Sections

Mentally divide the text into manageable parts. For instance, identify logical pauses or natural
breaks based on meaning.

4. Identify Key Words and Phrases

Focus on nouns, verbs, and adjectives to grasp the main ideas. Recognizing familiar words helps
you interpret the passage.

5. Practice with Examples

Regular practice with unpunctuated texts enhances your ability to understand and interpret without
relying on punctuation.

Sample Passage Without Punctuation and Its Interpretation

Let?s examine an example and analyze how to read it:
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Example Passage

the wind was strong trees swayed loudly the children ran quickly to seek shelter the sky darkened as
thunder roared and lightning flashed across the sky

Step-by-step Interpretation

- The first part, "the wind was strong trees swayed loudly," suggests a windy environment causing
trees to move.

- The phrase "the children ran quickly to seek shelter" indicates children are responding to the
weather.

- "the sky darkened as thunder roared and lightning flashed across the sky" describes worsening
weather conditions.

By breaking the passage into parts based on meaning, you can understand that it describes a storm
approaching.

Practicing with Passages Without Punctuation

To improve your skills, try these activities:

- Create your own unpunctuated stories: Write simple stories without punctuation and then
practice reading them aloud, inserting pauses where you think they belong.

- Read aloud with a partner: Take turns reading unpunctuated passages and discuss where
natural pauses should be placed.

- Use comprehension questions: After reading an unpunctuated passage, answer questions to
test your understanding of the main ideas.

- Compare with punctuated versions: Read the same story with punctuation and then without,
noticing how punctuation changes the reading experience.

Benefits of Practicing Reading Passages Without Punctuation

Engaging with unpunctuated passages offers several benefits for KS2 students:
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- Enhances comprehension skills by encouraging careful reading

- Builds confidence in understanding texts with complex structures

- Develops inference skills by interpreting context clues

- Prepares students for more advanced reading tasks in secondary school
- Improves focus and concentration during reading activities

Tips for Teachers and Parents

If you are guiding KS2 students through passages without punctuation, consider the following tips:

- Start with short, simple passages and gradually increase complexity

- Encourage students to read aloud and discuss their interpretations

- Use visual aids like highlighting key words or drawing diagrams to represent sentence structure
- Provide opportunities for students to create their own unpunctuated stories

- Combine unpunctuated reading with traditional punctuated texts to build confidence

Conclusion

Reading passages without punctuation is a challenging but rewarding activity that helps KS2
students sharpen their comprehension, inference, and interpretive skills. By practicing how to read
carefully, identify context clues, and break down texts into manageable parts, students can become
more confident readers. Remember, the goal is to understand the meaning behind the words,
regardless of punctuation, fostering a deeper engagement with texts. With consistent practice and
the right strategies, mastering passages without punctuation can be a fun and valuable part of your
literacy development journey.

Passage Without Punctuation KS2

Understanding the concept of a passage without punctuation is an intriguing journey into the world
of language and reading comprehension. For Key Stage 2 (KS2) students, this type of exercise
offers a unique challenge that tests their ability to interpret meaning without relying on the
conventional tools of punctuation such as commas, full stops, question marks, or exclamation
points. This article explores what a passage without punctuation entails, its importance in
educational development, strategies for tackling such passages, and the benefits and drawbacks
associated with this form of language exercise.

What Is a Passage Without Punctuation?

A passage without punctuation is a block of text that contains no marks to indicate pauses, stops, or
intonation cues. Unlike typical written passages that employ punctuation to clarify meaning, separate
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ideas, and guide the reader?s understanding, these passages present continuous strings of words
that require the reader to interpret context and syntax solely through their understanding of
language.

Features of Punctuation-Free Passages

- No commas, full stops, question marks, or exclamation points

- Often lengthy and continuous sentences or paragraphs

- Emphasis on context clues and sentence structure to infer meaning

- Designed to enhance reading comprehension and critical thinking skills

Examples of Use

- Practice exercises in KS2 English lessons
- Reading comprehension tests
- Creative writing prompts to challenge students? understanding of sentence construction

The Importance of Punctuation-Free Passages in KS2 Learning

While at first glance, passages without punctuation might seem counterintuitive or confusing, they
serve a vital role in developing essential literacy skills among young learners. These exercises push
students to go beyond surface-level reading and delve into deeper comprehension.

Enhancing Contextual Understanding
By reading a passage without punctuation, students learn to rely heavily on context clues, such as
word order, vocabulary, and overall sentence meaning. This skill is fundamental in understanding

complex texts and improves their ability to infer meaning from unfamiliar language.

Promoting Critical Thinking and Interpretation

Without punctuation, students must actively interpret the intended pauses, emphasis, and tone,
which fosters critical thinking. They learn to differentiate between different ideas and recognize the
structure of sentences based on context rather than visual cues.

Building Confidence in Reading

When students successfully interpret passages without punctuation, they gain confidence in their
reading and comprehension abilities, preparing them for more advanced texts in secondary
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education.

Strategies for Tackling Punctuation-Free Passages

Approaching a passage devoid of punctuation can be challenging, but with the right strategies, KS2
students can develop effective methods to decode and understand such texts.

1. Break Down the Passage
- Read slowly and carefully
- Identify potential sentence boundaries based on natural language cues
- Look for conjunctions or transition words that signal shifts in ideas
2. Use Context Clues
- Pay attention to the meaning of words and phrases
- Use prior knowledge and vocabulary to infer where pauses might naturally occur
- Consider the overall message or theme of the passage
3. Read Aloud
- Vocalizing the text helps simulate natural speech patterns
- Listening to the flow of words can reveal where pauses or emphasis might be placed
4. Practice with Gradually Increasing Difficulty
- Start with shorter passages
- Progress to longer, more complex texts
- Use exercises regularly to build confidence and skill
5. Collaborate and Discuss

- Work with peers or teachers to interpret challenging sections
- Share ideas about where punctuation might naturally exist and why

Pros and Cons of Using Passages Without Punctuation
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Like any educational tool, passages without punctuation have their advantages and limitations.
Recognizing these can help teachers and students utilize them effectively.

Pros

- Improves Contextual Skills: Students learn to infer meaning based solely on context, enhancing
overall reading comprehension.

- Encourages Critical Thinking: Without visual cues, learners must actively interpret text, fostering
deeper engagement.

- Prepares for Complex Texts: Exposure to unpunctuated or complex sentences prepares
students for real-world reading scenarios, such as reading aloud or understanding poetry.

- Enhances Focus on Sentence Structure: Students become more aware of syntax and grammar
as they parse sentences without relying on punctuation.

Cons

- Can Be Confusing or Frustrating: Especially for early readers, the lack of punctuation may
hinder understanding and cause frustration.

- Potential for Misinterpretation: Without clear markers, students might misread or misjudge
where sentences or ideas begin and end.

- Time-Consuming: Analyzing and interpreting unpunctuated passages can take longer than
standard reading exercises.

- Limited Real-World Application: Most written language relies heavily on punctuation; thus,
overemphasis might reduce familiarity with conventional writing.

Features and Benefits of Punctuation-Free Passages

When used appropriately, passages without punctuation can be a powerful addition to the literacy
curriculum.

Features:
- Focus on meaning and inference rather than visual cues
- Encourage re-structuring sentences mentally

- Often include varied vocabulary and sentence lengths to challenge students

Benefits:
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- Strengthen reading stamina and concentration

- Improve ability to decipher complex or poetic language

- Foster independent interpretation skills

- Serve as preparation for higher-level comprehension tasks

Incorporating Passage Without Punctuation Exercises into KS2
Curriculum

Educators can incorporate these exercises into their lesson plans in several ways:

- Warm-up activities to activate comprehension skills

- Part of reading comprehension assessments to gauge interpretative ability

- Creative writing assignments where students write their own unpunctuated texts
- Group discussions to analyze difficult passages and share interpretations

Tips for Teachers

- Provide gradual exposure, starting with simpler texts

- Use visual aids or graphic organizers to map ideas

- Offer guidance on recognizing sentence boundaries through syntax

- Encourage students to justify their interpretations to develop reasoning skills

Conclusion

Passages without punctuation are a valuable tool in the arsenal of KS2 literacy education. They
challenge students to hone their understanding of language, develop their critical thinking, and
become more confident readers. While they come with some challenges, such as potential
confusion and increased difficulty, their benefits in fostering deeper comprehension and
interpretation skills are substantial. When integrated thoughtfully into the curriculum, these exercises
can prepare students for more complex texts and enhance their overall literacy development. As
with any educational strategy, balancing practice with support ensures that learners gain confidence
and competence in navigating the rich and varied landscape of written language.

QuestionAnswer What is a passage without punctuation for KS2 students? A passage without
punctuation for KS2 students is a piece of writing that lacks punctuation marks like commas full
stops or question marks, used to help students practice understanding texts without relying on
punctuation clues. Why are passages without punctuation useful for KS2 learners? They help
students improve their reading comprehension by encouraging them to pay attention to context and
sentence structure instead of relying on punctuation to understand the meaning. How can teachers
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use passages without punctuation in lessons? Teachers can use these passages to challenge
students to add punctuation correctly or to improve their understanding of how sentences are
structured without punctuation marks. What are some tips for students when reading a passage
without punctuation? Students should read slowly, look for clues in the words and sentence
structure, and think about how sentences begin and end to understand the meaning. Are passages
without punctuation suitable for all KS2 students? They are most suitable for students who are
confident readers and are looking to develop their comprehension and punctuation skills further.

Related keywords: reading comprehension, KS2 English, punctuation removal, text analysis,
literacy skills, paragraph practice, punctuation practice, KS2 passages, writing skills, language arts

Passage

Understanding the Concept of Passage

Passage is a versatile term that holds significance across various contexts, from literature and
architecture to travel and navigation. At its core, a passage often refers to a route, a segment of a
journey, or a section of text. Its multifaceted nature makes it an essential concept in both everyday
language and specialized fields. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the different
definitions, types, and uses of a passage, emphasizing its importance in communication, travel, and
design.

Defining Passage in Different Contexts

1. Passage in Literature and Writing

In literature, a passage refers to a specific excerpt or segment taken from a larger body of text, such
as a novel, poem, or article. Writers and editors often analyze passages to highlight themes, stylistic
elements, or for comprehension purposes. Passages serve as critical tools in teaching language
skills, testing reading comprehension, or illustrating particular points.

2. Passage in Architecture and Design

Architecturally, a passage is a corridor, hallway, or walkway that facilitates movement within a
building or between spaces. It can also refer to a narrow street or pathway that connects different

areas, often found in historic districts or urban planning.

3. Passage in Travel and Navigation
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In the realm of travel, a passage often denotes a route or pathway that allows passage from one
location to another. This could be a mountain pass, a sea passage, or a corridor through a forest.
Such passages are crucial for transportation, exploration, and trade.

4. Passage in Music and Art

Although less common, the term can also describe a segment within a piece of music or art, such as
a musical passage or a section of a painting that guides the viewer?s eye through the artwork.

The Significance of Passage in Different Fields

Importance in Literature and Education

- Enhances comprehension: Selecting meaningful passages helps readers understand complex
ideas.

- Develops analytical skills: Analyzing passages fosters critical thinking and interpretation.

- Supports language learning: Practice with passages improves vocabulary and reading
fluency.

Role in Architecture and Urban Planning

- Facilitates movement: Well-designed passages improve traffic flow within buildings and cities.

- Defines space: Passages create boundaries and connections between different areas.

- Enhances aesthetics: Architectural passages contribute to the visual appeal and functionality
of structures.

Significance in Travel and Navigation

- Enables exploration: Passages such as mountain passes open up remote regions for
exploration and settlement.

- Facilitates trade: Oceanic passages like the Strait of Gibraltar are vital trade routes.

- Ensures safety: Navigable passages reduce risks associated with travel through challenging
terrains.

Types of Passages and Their Characteristics

1. Literary Passages
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Typically selected for analysis, literary passages vary in length and complexity. They often contain
rich language, themes, and stylistic devices that serve educational or interpretative purposes.

2. Architectural Passages
- Hallways: Indoor passages connecting rooms within a building.
- Corridors: Long, narrow passages often found in institutional buildings.
- Walkways: Exterior passages, such as bridges or footpaths.
3. Natural Passages
- Mountain passes: Narrow routes through mountain ranges, e.g., Khyber Pass.
- Sea passages: Navigable waterways like the Torres Strait.
- Forest paths: Trails used for hiking or transportation.

4. Technological and Digital Passages

In the digital realm, passages can refer to segments of data transmission, such as passages within a
code or data pipeline that facilitate information flow.

Choosing and Designing Effective Passages
Design Principles for Architectural Passages
Designing passages in buildings and urban spaces requires careful consideration of several factors:
- Safety: Adequate lighting, clear signage, and unobstructed pathways.
- Accessibility: Features like ramps and wide corridors for all users.
- Flow: Minimizing congestion and ensuring smooth movement.
- Aesthetics: Integrating design elements that enhance visual appeal.
Creating Engaging Passage in Literature and Media
In storytelling, passages should be crafted to evoke emotion or highlight pivotal moments. Tips

include:

- Using vivid language and sensory details.
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- Varying sentence length to create rhythm.
- Ensuring clarity and coherence for the reader.

Famous Passages and Their Cultural Significance

Throughout history, certain passages have gained fame due to their historical, literary, or cultural
impact. Examples include:

- The Passage of the Dead: A significant route in ancient civilizations.

- The Passage of the Red Sea: A biblical event symbolizing liberation.

- Literary Passages in Classics: Excerpts from works like Shakespeare or Homer that have
shaped literature.

Understanding these passages offers insight into historical events, cultural values, and artistic
expression.

Conclusion

From the corridors within buildings to the excerpts in a book, the concept of passage encompasses
a wide array of meanings and applications. Its importance in facilitating movement, communication,
and understanding cannot be overstated. Whether designing a functional architectural feature,
analyzing a literary excerpt, or exploring new territories, passages serve as vital
connectors?bridging gaps and guiding us through complex landscapes. Recognizing the
significance of passages in various fields enhances our appreciation of their role in everyday life and
specialized disciplines alike.

Passage is a versatile term that traverses disciplines, cultures, and contexts, embodying notions of
movement, transition, and journey. From its linguistic roots to its metaphorical applications in
literature, art, architecture, and even modern technology, the concept of passage resonates with the
fundamental human experience of change and progression. This comprehensive exploration delves
into the multiple facets of passage, examining its historical significance, symbolic meanings,
practical applications, and contemporary interpretations.

Understanding the Concept of Passage: Definition and Origins
Defining Passage
At its core, passage refers to the act or process of moving from one place to another, or the route

taken during such movement. It can denote physical movement?such as crossing a river?or more
abstract transitions, like passing through a phase in life or a period in history. In essence, passage
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encapsulates both tangible and intangible journeys, serving as a bridge between states, locations,
or conditions.

Etymology and Historical Roots

The word "passage” originates from the Latin pass?re, meaning "to step or go beyond." Over
centuries, its usage expanded to encompass various forms of movement, transition, and even
textual or musical segments. In medieval Europe, "passage” often referred to a short extract from a
text or a segment of a larger work, highlighting its role in delineating parts of a whole.

The Symbolic Significance of Passage in Culture and Literature
Passage as a Metaphor for Life?s Transitions

Throughout history and across cultures, passage has served as a potent metaphor for life's
inevitable transitions. Birth, adolescence, adulthood, aging, and death are all considered
passages?phases that define the human experience. Literature frequently employs this motif to
explore themes of growth, loss, and renewal.

Notable Literary Examples

- The "Passage" in Literature: Many authors use the concept of passage to symbolize personal
transformation. For example, in Virginia Woolf?s works, characters often undergo internal
passages?mental and emotional journeys?that mark significant moments of change.

- Rites of Passage: Anthropologists describe rites of passage as ceremonies marking the
transition from one social status to another (e.g., coming-of-age rituals). These passages serve to
reinforce societal structures and individual identity.

Symbolism in Art and Architecture
- Archways and Doorways: Architecturally, passageways such as doorways, corridors, and
arches symbolize thresholds?points of transition between different spaces or states of being.

- The Passage in Visual Arts: Artists often depict figures moving through spaces or moments of
transition, emphasizing the fluidity between different realms or realities.

Physical and Practical Aspects of Passage

Transportation and Infrastructure
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Passage is central to the development of transportation networks and urban planning. Roads,
bridges, tunnels, and corridors facilitate movement, commerce, and cultural exchange.

- Historical Development: From ancient trade routes like the Silk Road to modern high-speed rail
networks, passages have shaped civilizations by enabling migration and economic growth.

- Design Considerations: Engineers and planners consider safety, efficiency, and accessibility in
designing passageways, ensuring they serve diverse populations and purposes.

Passage in Navigation and Exploration

Historically, explorers sought passages?such as the Northwest Passage?to connect distant regions,
opening new frontiers for trade and colonization. These endeavors often involved significant risks
but yielded profound geopolitical and economic consequences.

Passing Through Physical Barriers

In certain contexts, passages involve overcoming obstacles?mountains, rivers, or political
borders?highlighting resilience and adaptability in human endeavors.

Contemporary Interpretations and Applications of Passage
Passage in Technology and Digital Media
In the digital age, the concept of passage extends into virtual realms.

- Data Passage: The movement of information across networks, servers, and devices is akin to a
digital passage, emphasizing speed and security.

- User Experience Design: Navigating websites or applications involves designed
passages?menus, links, and interfaces?that guide users seamlessly through content.
Passage in Modern Literature and Film
Contemporary storytelling frequently explores physical and metaphorical passages.

- Journey Narratives: Films and novels often depict characters on physical journeys that mirror
internal growth or societal change.

- Time Passages: The depiction of eras, historical shifts, or aging reflects societal transitions,
emphasizing continuity and change.
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Psychological and Emotional Passages

Psychologists view emotional transitions?such as grief, recovery, or personal development?as
passages. Recognizing and navigating these passages is crucial for mental health and resilience.

Challenges and Controversies Surrounding Passage

Barriers and Obstacles

Not all passages are smooth or accessible. Physical barriers like natural disasters or political
conflicts can impede movement. Social inequalities may restrict access to certain passages, leading
to marginalization or exclusion.

Ethical Considerations

The idea of passage also raises ethical questions, especially in contexts like migration or refugee
movements. Debates center around rights, sovereignty, and humanitarian responsibilities.

Environmental Impact

Constructing or expanding passageways?roads, bridges, tunnels?has ecological consequences.
Balancing development with environmental preservation remains a pressing challenge.

Future Perspectives on Passage
Innovations in Transportation

Emerging technologies?such as hyperloop systems, autonomous vehicles, and space
travel?promise to redefine the concept of passage, making it faster, safer, and more expansive.

Virtual Passages and Digital Realms

As virtual reality and augmented reality technologies evolve, digital passages will become more
immersive, allowing users to traverse simulated environments, bridging physical and digital worlds.

Societal and Cultural Shifts

Globalization and increased mobility are expanding the scope of passage, fostering multicultural
exchanges but also raising questions about identity and belonging.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Passage
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From ancient pathways carved through mountains to the intangible journeys within human
consciousness, passage remains a fundamental component of existence. Its significance
transcends mere movement, embodying transitions that define personal identities, societal
structures, and cultural expressions. As humanity advances technologically and culturally, the ways
we conceive, construct, and experience passages will continue to evolve, reflecting our innate desire
to move forward, explore new frontiers, and embrace change. Understanding the multifaceted
nature of passage enriches our appreciation of life's continuous flow and the perpetual voyage of
human history.

In summary, passage is more than just a route or a moment in transit; it is a symbol of transition,
growth, and possibility. Whether physical or metaphorical, passages challenge us to navigate
change, overcome obstacles, and emerge transformed?making them an intrinsic part of the human
journey.

QuestionAnswer What is the definition of a passage in literature? In literature, a passage refers
to a specific excerpt or segment of text from a larger work, often analyzed for its content, style, or
meaning. How can | improve my reading comprehension of lengthy passages? To enhance
comprehension, practice active reading by highlighting key points, annotating margins, summarizing
sections, and asking questions about the passage's main ideas. What are common types of
passages used in standardized tests? Standardized tests often include literary passages, scientific
articles, historical excerpts, and workplace-related texts to assess reading skills across different
contexts. How do | identify the main idea in a passage? Look for recurring themes, topic sentences,
and concluding statements that summarize the key point the author is conveying in the passage.
What skills are essential for analyzing a passage effectively? Critical thinking, vocabulary
comprehension, inference making, identifying tone and purpose, and summarization are crucial
skills for passage analysis. Can a passage have multiple interpretations? Yes, especially in literature
and complex texts, a passage can be interpreted in various ways depending on the reader's
perspective and analytical approach. How important is context when understanding a passage?
Context is vital as it provides background information that helps clarify meanings, author intentions,
and the overall significance of the passage. What strategies can help in summarizing a passage?
Identify the main points, eliminate unnecessary details, paraphrase key ideas, and condense the
information into a concise summary. How can technology assist in analyzing passages? Tools like
digital annotation apps, text analysis software, and online comprehension resources can help break
down and understand passages more effectively. What is the significance of a passage in academic
writing? Passages in academic writing serve to support arguments, provide evidence, illustrate
concepts, or present data, thereby strengthening the overall thesis.

Related keywords: tunnel, corridor, hallway, pathway, route, passageway, aisle, conduit, channel,
corridor
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