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Cell Membrane Poem: An Artistic Reflection of Biological Borders

The cell membrane poem is a creative and educational way to explore the complex structure and
vital functions of the cell membrane through poetic expression. By blending science with art, this
form of poetry helps students, educators, and biology enthusiasts better understand and appreciate
the dynamic nature of this biological barrier. The cell membrane, also known as the plasma
membrane, is not just a passive barrier but an active participant in maintaining cellular integrity,
facilitating communication, and regulating the movement of substances in and out of the cell. Using
poetry to depict these features can make learning about cell biology engaging, memorable, and
inspiring.

In this article, we will delve into the significance of creating a cell membrane poem, explore how it
can enhance understanding, and provide tips and examples for crafting your own poetic tribute to
this essential cellular component. Whether you're a student seeking to memorize membrane
functions or an educator aiming to make lessons more captivating, this guide will equip you with
valuable insights and inspiration.

Understanding the Cell Membrane: The Foundation for Your Poem

Before crafting a poem about the cell membrane, it's crucial to understand its structure and
functions. The cell membrane is a semi-permeable phospholipid bilayer embedded with proteins,
cholesterol, and carbohydrates, which collectively regulate what enters and exits the cell.

Key Components of the Cell Membrane

- Phospholipids: Form the bilayer, with hydrophilic heads facing outward and hydrophobic tails
inward.

- Proteins: Serve as receptors, channels, and carriers for specific molecules.
- Cholesterol: Maintains membrane fluidity and stability.
- Carbohydrates: Attached to proteins (glycoproteins) and lipids (glycolipids), involved in cell

recognition.

Primary Functions of the Cell Membrane

- Selective permeability: Controls entry and exit of substances.
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- Protection: Shields the cell from external harm.
- Communication: Facilitates cell signaling via receptor proteins.
- Structural support: Maintains cell shape and stability.
- Transport mechanisms: Includes passive diffusion, facilitated diffusion, and active transport.

Why Create a Cell Membrane Poem?

Transforming scientific concepts into poetry offers numerous benefits:

- Enhances memory retention: Rhythms and rhymes help memorize complex information.
- Encourages creative thinking: Interpreting scientific ideas poetically fosters deeper

understanding.
- Engages multiple learning styles: Combines visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning.
- Makes science approachable: Simplifies complex ideas through artistic expression.
- Fosters appreciation for biology: Highlights the beauty and intricacies of cellular life.

How to Write an Effective Cell Membrane Poem

Creating a compelling cell membrane poem involves a few strategic steps:

1. Gather Your Knowledge

- Review your notes on membrane structure and functions.
- Identify key terms and concepts you want to include.
- Understand the significance of each component.

2. Decide on the Poetic Form

- Choose a style that suits your message, such as:
- Classic sonnet
- Free verse
- Haiku
- Rhymed couplets
- Acrostic

3. Use Descriptive Language
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- Incorporate sensory words and metaphors.
- Personify components to add emotional depth.

4. Focus on Scientific Accuracy

- Ensure your metaphors and descriptions accurately reflect biological facts.

5. Incorporate Keywords for SEO Optimization

- Use relevant terms like "cell membrane," "plasma membrane," "phospholipid bilayer," "cell
communication," "selective permeability," etc.

6. Edit and Refine

- Read aloud to check rhythm and flow.
- Verify scientific correctness.
- Make sure the poem is engaging and educational.

Sample Cell Membrane Poem

The Gatekeeper

In the realm of life's tiny stage,

Lies the gatekeeper, wise and sage,

The membrane, fluid, flexible, bold,

A barrier with stories untold.

Phospholipids form the wall,

Heads hydrophilic, tails enthrall,

They dance in bilayer, side by side,

Guarding secrets they can't hide.
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Proteins stand as sentinels tall,

Channels, receptors?serving all,

Transporting molecules with grace,

Facilitated by their pace.

Cholesterol weaves through the fold,

Adding stability, making it bold,

Fluid yet firm, the membrane's art,

A masterpiece, a living part.

Carbohydrates on the surface gleam,

Cell recognition's dream team,

Markers that identify, defend,

In the cellular world they blend.

Through this barrier, life persists,

A dynamic shield that exists,

The cell membrane's vital role,

A poetic story of life's soul.

Incorporating Keywords for SEO Optimization

To ensure your cell membrane poem reaches a wider audience and ranks well on search engines,
incorporate relevant keywords naturally within your content:

- Cell membrane poem
- Plasma membrane
- Cell membrane functions
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- Phospholipid bilayer
- Cell communication
- Selective permeability
- Biological membrane poem
- Cell structure poetry
- Membrane proteins
- Cell biology poetry

Strategic placement of these keywords in headings, descriptions, and within the poem itself will
enhance SEO performance and attract readers interested in science, education, and poetry.

Benefits of Sharing Your Cell Membrane Poem

Once your cell membrane poem is complete, consider sharing it through various channels:

- Educational blogs and websites
- Classroom presentations
- Science fairs and competitions
- Social media platforms
- Science and poetry anthologies

Sharing your work can inspire others, foster a greater appreciation for cell biology, and promote
creative learning strategies.

Conclusion: Celebrating the Artistry of the Cell Membrane

A cell membrane poem is more than just an artistic endeavor; it is an innovative educational tool that
bridges the gap between science and art. By translating complex biological functions into poetic
language, learners can deepen their understanding, retain information longer, and develop a
newfound appreciation for the intricate world within each cell.

Whether you are a student aiming to memorize membrane components or a teacher seeking
engaging teaching methods, crafting a cell membrane poem can be a rewarding experience.
Embrace your creativity, incorporate scientific accuracy, and let your words celebrate the vital role of
the cell membrane in sustaining life.

Remember, in the delicate dance of molecules and membranes, poetry captures the beauty and
complexity of life's fundamental barrier?making science both accessible and inspiring for all.
 
Cell Membrane Poem: An Artistic Reflection on Biological Boundaries
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The cell membrane is one of the most fascinating and essential components of life at the cellular
level. Its intricate structure, dynamic functions, and vital role in maintaining homeostasis have
inspired countless scientists, educators, and writers to explore it through various lenses?including
poetry. A cell membrane poem is more than just a creative expression; it is a powerful tool to
understand, memorize, and appreciate the complex beauty of this biological barrier. In this
comprehensive review, we delve into the significance of the cell membrane, examining its structure,
functions, and the artistic potential of poetic representation.

Understanding the Cell Membrane: The Biological Perspective

Before exploring how poetry can encapsulate the essence of the cell membrane, it?s essential to
understand the biological fundamentals that form its core.

What Is the Cell Membrane?

- The cell membrane, also called the plasma membrane, is a biological barrier that surrounds the
cytoplasm of all cells.

- It acts as a selective barrier, regulating what enters and exits the cell.
- Composed primarily of lipids, proteins, and carbohydrates, it is a dynamic and flexible structure

vital for cellular function.

Structural Components of the Cell Membrane

- Phospholipid Bilayer

- The foundation of the membrane.
- Composed of phospholipids with hydrophilic heads and hydrophobic tails.
- Arranged in a bilayer, creating a semi-permeable barrier.

- Proteins

- Integral proteins: span across the membrane, involved in transport, signaling, and structural
support.

- Peripheral proteins: attached to the surface, assisting in cell communication and anchoring.
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- Cholesterol

- Embedded within the phospholipid bilayer.
- Regulates membrane fluidity and stability.

- Carbohydrates

- Present as glycoproteins and glycolipids.
- Play roles in cell recognition and signaling.

Functions of the Cell Membrane

- Protection: Shields the internal environment from external threats.
- Selective Permeability: Controls the movement of substances.
- Communication: Facilitates cell signaling via receptor proteins.
- Structural Support: Maintains cell shape and anchors the cytoskeleton.
- Transport: Assists in passive and active transport mechanisms.

The Artistic and Poetic Representation of the Cell Membrane

Poetry offers a unique avenue to humanize and conceptualize biological structures, transforming
complex scientific ideas into accessible and emotionally resonant language. A cell membrane poem
can serve as an educational tool, a source of inspiration, or a meditative reflection on life?s
microscopic boundaries.

Why Write a Cell Membrane Poem?

- To visualize the membrane?s dynamic nature.
- To embody the intricate balance between structure and function.
- To engage learners emotionally and intellectually.
- To explore metaphors that relate biological processes to human experiences.

Common Themes for Cell Membrane Poetry

- Barrier and Gateway: The membrane?s dual role as protector and facilitator.
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- Fluidity and Flexibility: The adaptable nature of the membrane.
- Communication and Connection: Signaling pathways and receptor functions.
- Selective Entry and Exit: The concept of chooseivity and boundaries.
- Life?s Boundaries: The membrane as a metaphor for personal or societal borders.

Structuring a Cell Membrane Poem: Approaches and Styles

A well-crafted poem about the cell membrane can adopt various forms?free verse, sonnet, haiku, or
narrative?each emphasizing different aspects of the membrane?s essence.

Imagery and Metaphor

- Use vivid imagery to depict the phospholipid bilayer as a fluid dance or mosaic.
- Represent proteins as gatekeepers, messengers, or guardians.
- Portray cholesterol as the stabilizer or the fluidity moderator.
- Carbohydrates as the labels or identity markers.

Sample Poetic Devices

- Alliteration: Emphasize fluidity, flexibility, and function.
- Personification: Animate membrane components as sentinels or messengers.
- Simile and Metaphor: Compare the membrane to a border wall, a bustling city gate, or a dance

floor.

Example Outline for a Cell Membrane Poem

- Introduction: Present the membrane as a boundary.
- Body:

- Describe the structure and components.
- Illustrate the functions through metaphors.

- Conclusion:

- Reflect on the membrane?s vital role in life.
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- Connect to broader themes of openness, protection, or communication.

Deep Dive: The Components as Characters in a Poem

When transforming the cell membrane into poetic imagery, each component can be personified or
symbolized:

- Phospholipids: The dancers creating a fluid dance floor, moving gracefully yet maintaining order.
- Proteins: The guards and messengers?some firmly anchored, others roaming freely.
- Cholesterol: The stabilizer, ensuring the dance remains smooth regardless of external chaos.
- Carbohydrates: The identifiers, signs, or badges that recognize friends and foes.

This personification allows the poem to explore themes of balance, security, communication, and
adaptability.

Educational and Inspirational Value of Cell Membrane Poems

Poetry about the cell membrane serves multiple purposes:

- Educational Reinforcement: Helps students memorize and internalize complex concepts through
rhythm and imagery.

- Creative Engagement: Encourages learners to see science as art, fostering curiosity and
appreciation.

- Metaphorical Reflection: Offers insights into broader themes such as boundaries, protection,
and connectivity in human life.

- Cross-disciplinary Connection: Merges biology with literature, philosophy, and art.

Examples of Cell Membrane Poems

Sample Poem: "The Gatekeeper"

At the boundary of the living world,

Lies the membrane, fluid and curled.

Phospholipids dance in a bilayer song,

Allowing some to pass, others stay strong.
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Proteins stand as sentinels tall,

Gatekeepers answering the call.

Cholesterol stabilizes the flow,

Keeping chaos from the cellular glow.

Carbohydrate badges mark the way,

Recognition signals in the fray.

This boundary, both shield and key,

Defines the essence of life?s decree.

Conclusion: The Cell Membrane as a Poetic Muse

The cell membrane stands as a testament to life's intricate balance of protection, communication,
and adaptability. Through the lens of poetry, it becomes more than a biological structure; it
transforms into a symbol of boundaries, connections, and resilience. Crafting a cell membrane poem
invites us to appreciate the elegance of life's microscopic frontier, fostering a deeper understanding
and a profound respect for the biological systems that sustain us.

Whether used as an educational tool, a source of inspiration, or a meditative reflection, the cell
membrane poem exemplifies how art and science intertwine?revealing the poetic heartbeat within
the cellular universe.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a cell membrane poem? A cell membrane poem is a creative poetic
composition that describes the structure, function, and importance of the cell membrane, often using
vivid imagery and scientific terminology to educate and inspire. How can a poem help in
understanding the cell membrane? A poem can simplify complex concepts, making them more
memorable and engaging by using metaphors and descriptive language to illustrate the functions
and components of the cell membrane. What are common themes in a cell membrane poem?
Common themes include the selective permeability of the membrane, the phospholipid bilayer,
protein functions, fluidity, and the cell?s interaction with its environment. Can a cell membrane poem
be used in education? Yes, it can be an effective educational tool to help students visualize and
remember the structure and roles of the cell membrane through creative expression. What poetic
devices are often used in cell membrane poems? Poetic devices such as metaphors, similes,
personification, alliteration, and rhyme are commonly used to make the scientific content more
engaging and accessible. How does writing a cell membrane poem benefit science students?
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Writing such poems encourages students to analyze and synthesize scientific information creatively,
reinforcing their understanding and retention of cell membrane concepts. Are there famous poems
about biological structures like the cell membrane? While there are many educational poems about
biological concepts, specific famous poems about the cell membrane are less common, but many
educators and students create their own to enhance learning. What are some tips for writing a cell
membrane poem? Start by outlining key features of the membrane, use vivid imagery and
metaphors, incorporate scientific terminology naturally, and aim for rhythm and rhyme to make the
poem memorable. Can a cell membrane poem be included in science presentations? Absolutely,
incorporating a poem can add a creative touch to presentations, making complex topics more
relatable and engaging for the audience. 

 
Related keywords: cell membrane, phospholipid bilayer, biological membrane, membrane
structure, fluid mosaic model, membrane poetry, cell biology, membrane function, membrane
dynamics, cell anatomy

POGIL ANSWER KEY MEMBRANE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION

Pogil answer key membrane structure and function is an essential resource for students and
educators seeking to understand the intricate details of cell membranes. The cell membrane, also
known as the plasma membrane, plays a vital role in maintaining cellular integrity, regulating the
movement of substances, and facilitating communication between cells. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of membrane structure and function, supported by insights typically found
in Pogil activities and their answer keys.

Understanding the Structure of the Cell Membrane

Basic Composition of the Membrane

The cell membrane is primarily composed of a phospholipid bilayer, which forms the fundamental
structure of the membrane. This bilayer is embedded with various proteins that serve multiple
functions.

- Phospholipids: Each phospholipid molecule has a hydrophilic (water-attracting) head and two
hydrophobic (water-repelling) tails. These molecules arrange themselves into a bilayer, with heads
facing outward towards the aqueous environment and tails facing inward, away from water.

- Proteins: Membrane proteins are integral or peripheral and are essential for transport,
signaling, and structural support.
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- Cholesterol: Cholesterol molecules intersperse within the bilayer, maintaining fluidity and
stability across temperature variations.

- Carbohydrates: Carbohydrate chains attached to proteins (glycoproteins) or lipids (glycolipids)
are involved in cell recognition and signaling.

Fluid Mosaic Model

The widely accepted model describing membrane structure is the Fluid Mosaic Model. This model
depicts the membrane as a dynamic and flexible structure with a mosaic of various proteins floating
in or on the fluid phospholipid bilayer.

- The bilayer's fluidity allows for membrane flexibility, movement, and self-healing.
- Proteins can move laterally within the membrane, facilitating processes like cell signaling and

transport.
- The mosaic nature refers to the diverse array of proteins and carbohydrate molecules

embedded within the membrane.

Functions of the Cell Membrane

Protection and Structural Support

The cell membrane provides a protective barrier that shields the internal components of the cell from
the external environment. It maintains cell shape and offers structural support through cytoskeletal
attachments.

Selective Permeability

One of the most critical functions of the membrane is its selective permeability?allowing certain
molecules to pass while blocking others. This control is vital for maintaining homeostasis within the
cell.

- Passive Transport: Facilitates the movement of substances without energy input, including
diffusion, osmosis, and facilitated diffusion.

- Active Transport: Requires energy (ATP) to move molecules against their concentration
gradient via transport proteins.

Cell Signaling and Communication

Membrane proteins act as receptors for signaling molecules like hormones. When a signaling
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molecule binds to a receptor, it triggers a cascade of cellular responses.

Transport of Materials

The membrane manages the intake of nutrients and the expulsion of waste products through
various mechanisms:

- Diffusion: Movement of molecules from high to low concentration.
- Facilitated Diffusion: Movement via specific transport proteins.
- Endocytosis and Exocytosis: Bulk transport of large molecules or particles.

Membrane Proteins and Their Roles

Types of Membrane Proteins

Membrane proteins are pivotal for the membrane's functionality. They can be classified into:

- Integral Proteins: Span the entire membrane and are involved in transport and signaling.
- Peripheral Proteins: Attached temporarily to the membrane surface, often involved in support

and enzyme activity.

Functions of Membrane Proteins

Membrane proteins serve various essential roles, including:

- Transport of ions and molecules across the membrane.
- Serving as receptors for chemical signals.
- Participating in cell recognition and adhesion.
- Enzymatic activity to catalyze biochemical reactions.

Membrane Dynamics and Adaptations

Fluidity and Temperature Effects

The membrane's fluidity is influenced by temperature and lipid composition. Cholesterol acts as a
buffer, preventing the membrane from becoming too fluid or too rigid.

Membrane Flexibility and Repair

Published by: crystalcleanlongisland.com Page 13 of 19



cell membrane poem Online PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 7

The dynamic nature of the membrane allows it to change shape during processes like cell division,
endocytosis, and motility. Its flexibility is crucial for cell survival and function.

Relevance of Pogil Activities on Membranes

Pogil activities centered around membrane structure and function typically involve:

- Analyzing diagrams of membrane composition.
- Understanding how proteins and lipids contribute to membrane functions.
- Exploring how membrane permeability varies with different molecules.
- Applying concepts to real-world scenarios such as drug delivery and disease mechanisms.

The answer key for these activities provides detailed explanations, reinforcing concepts such as the
importance of membrane fluidity, the role of specific proteins, and the mechanisms of transport.

Conclusion

The membrane structure and function are fundamental to cellular life. Its intricate design, featuring a
phospholipid bilayer with embedded proteins and cholesterol, enables it to serve as a selective
barrier, facilitate communication, and support cellular processes. Understanding these concepts
through tools like Pogil activities and their answer keys enhances comprehension and fosters a
deeper appreciation of cell biology. Whether studying for exams or conducting research, a solid
grasp of membrane structure and function is indispensable for advancing in biological sciences.
 
Pogil Answer Key Membrane Structure and Function: An Investigative Review

Understanding the intricacies of cell membrane structure and function is fundamental to grasping the
complexities of cellular biology. The Pogil answer key membrane structure and function serves as a
critical resource for students and educators aiming to decode the multifaceted roles of biological
membranes. This article delves into the detailed architecture of membranes, the mechanisms
underpinning their functions, and the educational significance of Pogil activities in fostering
comprehension.

Introduction to Cell Membranes

Cell membranes, also known as plasma membranes, are essential barriers that delineate the cell's
interior from its external environment. They are dynamic, semi-permeable structures that regulate
the ingress and egress of substances, facilitate communication, and contribute to cellular integrity.

The foundational model describing membrane structure is the Fluid Mosaic Model, proposed by
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Singer and Nicolson in 1972, which portrays the membrane as a phospholipid bilayer embedded
with various proteins, creating a fluid yet organized mosaic.

Membrane Structure: Composition and Organization

Phospholipid Bilayer

At the core of membrane architecture lies the phospholipid bilayer, composed of phospholipids with
hydrophilic (polar) heads and hydrophobic (nonpolar) tails. This arrangement creates a
semi-permeable barrier that permits the diffusion of small, nonpolar molecules while restricting
larger or charged entities.

Key features include:

- Hydrophilic heads face aqueous environments inside and outside the cell.
- Hydrophobic tails face each other, forming the interior of the bilayer.
- The bilayer exhibits fluidity, allowing lateral movement of lipids and proteins.

Membrane Proteins

Integral and peripheral proteins perforate or associate with the bilayer, fulfilling roles such as
transport, signaling, and structural support. Their distribution and types significantly influence
membrane function.

Types include:

- Integral proteins: span the membrane; often function as channels or transporters.
- Peripheral proteins: attached to the membrane surface; involved in signaling or structural

activities.

Cholesterol and Other Lipids

Cholesterol molecules are interspersed within the phospholipid bilayer, modulating fluidity and
stability. The composition of lipids varies depending on cell type and function.

Glycocalyx

A carbohydrate-rich layer attached to proteins and lipids on the extracellular surface, playing roles in
cell recognition and protection.
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Mechanisms of Membrane Function

Selective Permeability

The membrane's primary function is to regulate what enters and exits the cell. This selectivity is
achieved through:

- Passive transport: diffusion, facilitated diffusion, and osmosis, which do not require energy.
- Active transport: carrier proteins and pumps that use ATP to move substances against their

concentration gradient.
- Endocytosis and exocytosis: bulk transport mechanisms for large molecules.

Transport Proteins and Channels

Transport proteins form specific pathways, facilitating the movement of molecules such as ions,
glucose, and amino acids.

- Channel proteins: form hydrophilic pores.
- Carrier proteins: undergo conformational changes to shuttle substances.
- Aquaporins: specialized channel proteins for water transport.

Cell Signaling and Communication

Membrane proteins also serve as receptors for signaling molecules (hormones, neurotransmitters),
initiating cascades that influence cellular responses.

Cell Recognition and Adhesion

Glycoproteins and glycolipids contribute to cell recognition, crucial in immune response and tissue
formation.

Pogil Activities and Answer Keys: A Tool for Deep Understanding

The Process Oriented Guided Inquiry Learning (POGIL) approach emphasizes active student
engagement through inquiry-based activities. The Pogil answer key membrane structure and
function provides detailed guidance, ensuring learners grasp core concepts through exploration,
analysis, and application.

Educational Significance of Pogil Activities
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- Encourages critical thinking and problem-solving.
- Reinforces understanding of complex structures and processes.
- Promotes collaboration and discussion among students.
- Facilitates retention through active learning.

Sample POGIL Activity Themes

- Analyzing the fluid mosaic model.
- Investigating membrane permeability to different molecules.
- Exploring the roles of membrane proteins in transport.
- Modeling the mechanisms of active and passive transport.
- Understanding the impact of cholesterol on membrane fluidity.

Answer Key Components

An effective Pogil answer key for membrane structure and function would include:

- Clear explanation of phospholipid bilayer arrangement.
- Identification of types and functions of membrane proteins.
- Descriptions of transport mechanisms with diagrams.
- Clarification of the role of cholesterol and other lipids.
- Application questions relating membrane structure to cellular health and disease.

Membrane Dynamics and Function in Health and Disease

Membrane Fluidity and Its Regulation

Membrane fluidity influences protein function, signaling, and membrane trafficking. Factors affecting
fluidity include:

- Fatty acid saturation: unsaturated fatty acids increase fluidity.
- Cholesterol content: modulates fluidity depending on temperature.
- Temperature: higher temperatures increase fluidity.

Membrane Dysfunction and Disease

Disruptions in membrane structure or function can lead to various health issues:
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- Cystic fibrosis: mutation in the CFTR protein affects chloride transport.
- Neurodegenerative diseases: misfolded membrane proteins impair signaling.
- Cancer: altered membrane composition facilitates metastasis.

Therapeutic Implications

Understanding membrane dynamics informs drug design and delivery strategies, such as liposomes
and nanoparticle carriers.

Conclusion

The Pogil answer key membrane structure and function encapsulates core biological principles that
are vital for understanding cellular life. A comprehensive grasp of membrane architecture?its
composition, organization, and dynamic processes?enables deeper insights into cell physiology,
disease mechanisms, and therapeutic innovations. As educational tools, Pogil activities and their
corresponding answer keys serve as invaluable resources in fostering active, inquiry-based learning,
thereby shaping the next generation of biologists and healthcare professionals.

In sum, exploring membrane structure and function through structured activities and detailed answer
keys enhances conceptual understanding, promotes critical thinking, and underscores the
importance of membranes in maintaining cellular homeostasis and overall organismal health.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the primary function of the membrane structure in cells? The primary
function of the cell membrane is to regulate the movement of substances in and out of the cell,
providing a protective barrier and facilitating communication and transport between the cell and its
environment. How does the fluid mosaic model describe the structure of the cell membrane? The
fluid mosaic model describes the cell membrane as a flexible, dynamic structure composed of a
phospholipid bilayer with embedded proteins, cholesterol, and other molecules, allowing for fluidity
and functionality. What role do membrane proteins play in membrane function? Membrane proteins
are involved in various functions including transport of molecules, acting as enzymes, signal
transduction, cell recognition, and maintaining the cell's structural integrity. How does membrane
fluidity affect its function? Membrane fluidity allows for the proper functioning of membrane proteins,
facilitates the movement of lipids and proteins within the membrane, and is crucial for processes like
endocytosis, exocytosis, and cell signaling. Why is the phospholipid bilayer considered selective in
its permeability? The phospholipid bilayer is selectively permeable because its hydrophobic core
allows small, nonpolar molecules to pass through easily while restricting larger or polar molecules,
thus controlling the internal environment of the cell. 

 
Related keywords: membrane structure, cell membrane, phospholipid bilayer, membrane proteins,
membrane function, POGIL activity, cell biology, biological membranes, membrane transport,
membrane organization
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Read the full article online: pogil answer key membrane structure and function
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