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Have heaven and earth passed away? A study of Matthew 5:17-18 and the passing of the Law
of Moses

The question of whether heaven and earth have passed away is a profound one that touches on
biblical prophecy, Jesus? teachings, and the continuity of God's covenant with His people. In
Matthew 5:17-18, Jesus makes a compelling statement: ?Do not think that I have come to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you,
until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.? This passage raises critical theological questions: What does Jesus mean by ?pass
away?? Is He indicating that the Law of Moses is obsolete? And how does this relate to the passing
of heaven and earth? This study explores these questions in depth, analyzing biblical context,
theological implications, and the passing of the Law of Moses within the overarching narrative of
Scripture.

Understanding Matthew 5:17-18 in Context

Jesus? Declaration and Its Immediate Context

In Matthew 5:17-18, Jesus addresses common misconceptions about His mission:

- He clarifies that He has not come to abolish the Law or the Prophets but to fulfill them.
- The phrase ?until heaven and earth pass away? indicates a temporal boundary for the Law?s

validity.

This passage is part of Jesus? Sermon on the Mount, where He emphasizes the importance and
enduring nature of God's Law, while also introducing a new interpretative approach.

Key Phrases Explained

- ?Abolish? (Greek: katalyo): To annul, make void, or destroy.
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- ?Fulfill? (Greek: pl?ro?): To complete, bring to its intended goal, or realize the purpose of the
Law.

- ?Until heaven and earth pass away?: A metaphorical expression indicating a future point
when the current order will cease.

Understanding these terms helps clarify that Jesus? statement is not about the Law?s immediate
abolition but about its fulfillment and eventual transformation.

The Biblical Meaning of ?Passing Away?: Heaven and Earth

Heaven and Earth in Biblical Context

In Scripture, ?heaven and earth? often symbolize the entire created order (Genesis 1:1). The phrase
signifies the stability and permanence of the universe, yet Jesus? words imply a future change when
this order will no longer exist in its current form.

Passage of the Old Covenant

Many theologians interpret Jesus? words as indicating a transition from the Old Covenant?centered
on the Law of Moses?to the New Covenant fulfilled through Christ. This transition involves a
redefinition of the Law?s role and application.

Passage of the Universe

Some biblical passages (e.g., Matthew 24:35, 2 Peter 3:10) describe the universe passing away in
apocalyptic events, symbolizing radical renewal rather than mere destruction. Jesus? use of this
imagery emphasizes the definitive end of the old order and the beginning of a new one.

The Passing of the Law of Moses

Historical Background of the Law of Moses

The Law of Moses, also known as the Mosaic Law, was given to Israel through Moses at Mount
Sinai (Exodus 20?23). It comprised moral, ceremonial, and civil laws designed to guide Israel?s
religious and societal life.

Objectives and Limitations of the Mosaic Law

The Law served several purposes:
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- Revealed God?s holiness and moral standards.
- Provided a covenantal framework for Israel?s relationship with God.
- Highlighted human sinfulness and need for redemption.

However, the Law was also limited:

- It was temporary, meant to point forward to Christ (Galatians 3:24-25).
- It could not provide eternal salvation; righteousness came through faith (Romans 3:28;

Galatians 2:16).

Jesus? Relationship to the Law of Moses

Jesus affirmed the Law?s divine origin and moral standards but also emphasized its deeper spiritual
intent:

- He fulfilled the Law by embodying its moral requirements perfectly (Matthew 5:17).
- He challenged superficial or legalistic interpretations that missed the Law?s spirit (Matthew

23:23-28).
- He introduced the principle of grace and faith as the foundation of righteousness (John 1:17,

Ephesians 2:8-9).

Implication: Jesus did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill and elevate it, establishing a new
covenant based on grace.

The Passages Supporting the Passing of the Law

Key New Testament Scriptures

Several passages indicate the passing or fulfillment of the Law:

- Romans 10:4: ?Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.?
- Colossians 2:14: ?He canceled the record of debt... by nailing it to the cross.?
- Hebrews 8:13: ?In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete.?

These verses underscore that the Law?s functions are fulfilled in Christ and that the old covenant
has been replaced by a new one.

The Role of the Law Post-Cross
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In the New Testament era:

- The moral principles of the Law remain relevant as part of biblical ethics.
- Ceremonial laws, such as sacrifices and dietary restrictions, are seen as fulfilled in Christ and

no longer binding.
- Civil laws specific to Israel?s theocratic society are not applicable to Christian believers today.

Implications for Believers Today

Understanding the Continuity and Discontinuity

Christians recognize a continuity in moral principles derived from the Law, such as love, justice, and
honesty. At the same time, they acknowledge the discontinuity regarding ceremonial and civil laws.

Living Under the New Covenant

The New Testament teaches believers to:

- Fulfill the Law through love (Romans 13:10).
- Practice grace, mercy, and faithfulness (Matthew 23:23).
- Honor the moral standards exemplified in Christ (Romans 12:1-2).

Summary: The passing of heaven and earth symbolizes the end of the old order, including the
Mosaic Law, replaced by the eternal kingdom inaugurated through Christ. Jesus? statement in
Matthew 5:17-18 affirms that God's moral law remains intact until its divine purpose is fulfilled, but
the ceremonial and civil aspects have been superseded by the new covenant.

Conclusion

The question ?Have heaven and earth passed away?? in the context of Matthew 5:17-18 is a vivid
way of expressing the certainty and permanence of God's Word until its divine purpose is fully
realized. Jesus? declaration about not passing away until everything is accomplished underscores
the ongoing validity of His teachings and the Law?s moral standards. However, the passing of the
Law of Moses signifies a pivotal transition from the old covenant to the new, fulfilled in Christ. This
transition does not diminish the moral standards but elevates them, emphasizing love, grace, and
faith as the foundation of the believer?s life. Understanding this biblical progression helps believers
appreciate the continuity of God?s moral law and the transformative power of Christ?s fulfillment of
the Law and Prophets.
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Final thought: The passing of heaven and earth symbolizes the profound transformation in God's
redemptive plan?one that culminates in the eternal kingdom, where righteousness and justice reign
forever, and where the Law finds its ultimate fulfillment in Christ.
 
Heaven and Earth Passed Away: A Study of Matthew 5:17-18 and the Passing of the Law of Moses

In the landscape of biblical scholarship, few passages provoke as much discussion and debate as
Matthew 5:17-18. These verses sit at the heart of Jesus? Sermon on the Mount, challenging readers
to understand the relationship between His teachings and the Law of Moses. For theologians,
pastors, and devout believers alike, this passage raises pivotal questions: Did Jesus come to
abolish the Law? What does it mean that heaven and earth will pass away before the Law is
abolished? And how does this relate to the broader concept of the passing of the Law of Moses?

This article aims to explore these questions in depth, providing a comprehensive examination of
Matthew 5:17-18, the theological implications of Jesus? words, and the broader biblical context
concerning the Law of Moses. Through this analysis, we will uncover the nuances of Jesus? mission
and the enduring relevance of the Law, especially in light of its fulfillment and transition through
Christ.

Understanding Matthew 5:17-18: The Text in Focus

Textual Breakdown and Translation

The passage in Matthew 5:17-18 (NIV) reads:

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. Truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished."

Key phrases to analyze include:

- "Abolish" (Greek: kataluo / ???????): Means to destroy, abolish, or render invalid.
- "Fulfill" (Greek: pleroo / ??????): Implies completing, bringing to fulfillment, or fully realizing.
- "Until heaven and earth disappear": An idiomatic expression signifying a long, perhaps eternal,

period.
- "Not the smallest letter... will disappear": Emphasizes the permanence of the Law?s literal

elements.

This passage serves as a statement of Jesus? relationship with the Law ? emphasizing continuity
rather than discontinuity.
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The Context of Jesus? Statement

Placed within the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:17-18 underscores Jesus? approach to Jewish
Law. It is crucial to understand that Jesus is addressing His disciples and the gathered crowd, many
of whom were familiar with the Law and its authority. His declaration is not merely a theological
statement but a response to potential misconceptions about His mission.

Theological Implications: Abolish or Fulfill?

Jesus? Affirmation of the Law?s Continuity

Contrary to some modern interpretations suggesting Jesus intended to discard the Law, His words
affirm its ongoing validity. The phrase "until heaven and earth disappear" indicates that the Law
remains operative and authoritative until the culmination of God's plan.

- Fulfillment, Not Abolition: Jesus? role is to fulfill the Law?s purpose, prophecies, and moral
demands, not to negate their authority.

- The Law?s End Goal: The Law points toward Christ and the coming of God's kingdom, which
finds its fullness in Him.

The Meaning of "Abolish" in Context

The Greek term "kataluo" suggests that Jesus does not intend to destroy the Law but to bring it to
completion. This aligns with His later statements, such as in Matthew 5:17, emphasizing that the
Law remains until "everything is accomplished."

- Abolishment vs. Fulfillment: The Law?s purpose is fulfilled in Christ?s life, death, and
resurrection.

- Transition from Law to Grace: The passing of the Law signifies a transition to the new covenant,
where grace and truth are found in Jesus (John 1:17).

The Passing of the Law of Moses: Biblical Perspectives

Old Testament Foundations

The Law of Moses, also known as the Mosaic Law, comprises the commandments, statutes, and
ordinances given to Israel through Moses. Key passages include:
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- Exodus 20-23: The Ten Commandments and associated statutes.
- Deuteronomy 31:24-26: The Law?s permanence until a future time.
- Jeremiah 31:31-34: A prophecy of a new covenant replacing the old.

Historically, the Law served as a covenant between God and Israel, defining their moral, civil, and
ceremonial life.

New Testament Developments

Several New Testament passages address the Law?s status post-Christ:

- Romans 10:4: "Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who
believes." This indicates the Law?s purpose has been fulfilled in Christ.

- Ephesians 2:14-16: Describes Christ abolishing the law of commandments expressed in
ordinances.

- Hebrews 8:13: Declares that the old covenant, including the Law, is obsolete.

These verses demonstrate a theological shift from Law as a binding covenant to a fulfilled and
transcended system.

The Law?s Fulfillment and Transition Through Christ

The Law as a Shadow of Christ

Hebrews 10:1 describes the Law as a shadow of good things to come, indicating that it was a
temporary or preparatory system pointing forward to Christ.

- Types and Symbols: Many elements of the Law (sacrifices, priesthood, festivals) foreshadow
Christ?s ultimate sacrifice.

- Prophetic Fulfillment: Jesus? life and mission fulfill the Messianic prophecies embedded in the
Law.

The Transition to the New Covenant

Jesus? ministry introduces a new era characterized by grace, internal transformation, and universal
access to salvation:

- Matthew 26:28: Jesus speaks of His blood establishing a new covenant.
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- Romans 8:3-4: The Law is fulfilled in believers through the Spirit.

This transition does not dismiss the moral principles of the Law but reorients them within the
framework of grace and internal righteousness.

Heaven and Earth Passing Away: Eschatological Significance

Symbolism of Heaven and Earth

In biblical apocalyptic language, "heaven and earth" often symbolize the entire created order or the
current age:

- Matthew 24:35: "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away."
- Revelation 21:1: Describes a new heaven and new earth replacing the old.

The phrase indicates that the Law remains until the ultimate renewal of creation, implying its
enduring relevance until God's final plan is fulfilled.

Implication for the Law?s Permanence

The statement underscores the idea that the Law's validity is tied to God's overarching plan, which
will be consummated in the new heaven and earth. Until then, the Law?s moral and ethical
principles continue to be relevant, fulfilled in Christ, but not abolished prematurely.

Practical and Theological Takeaways

- Continuity and Fulfillment: The Law is not abolished but fulfilled in Christ, serving as a
foundation for Christian ethics.

- Eschatological Hope: The Law?s complete fulfillment awaits the renewal of creation.
- Moral Principles Endure: The moral imperatives of the Law remain relevant, embodied in Jesus?

teachings and the new covenant.
- Transition from Old to New: Recognize the transition from Law as a covenant of works to a

covenant of grace.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of the Law in Light of Christ

The passage in Matthew 5:17-18 is a profound declaration of Jesus? relationship with the Law of
Moses. It affirms that His mission is not to discard God's commandments but to bring them to their
intended fulfillment. The phrase "until heaven and earth pass away" emphasizes the Law?s
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permanence until God's ultimate plan of renewal is realized.

This nuanced understanding helps reconcile the apparent tension between the Law?s passing and
Jesus? affirmation of its enduring authority. It underscores the biblical trajectory from legalism to
grace, from shadow to substance, culminating in Christ?s redemptive work.

For believers and scholars, this study invites a balanced view: respecting the moral and spiritual
principles embedded in the Law while appreciating that their ultimate fulfillment is found in Jesus. As
heaven and earth await their renewal, the Law continues to serve as a moral compass, a prophetic
pointer, and a testament to God's unchanging character?fulfilled perfectly in Christ and awaiting its
eternal realization.

In essence, Matthew 5:17-18 encapsulates the profound biblical truth that God's moral order
remains valid and operative until the fullness of His kingdom is realized, marking the passing of the
old covenant in light of the new. It is a testament to God's faithfulness, the transformative power of
Christ, and the ongoing relevance of divine principles in the life of believers.
 

 QuestionAnswer What does Matthew 5:17-18 imply about the relationship between Jesus'
teachings and the Law of Moses? Matthew 5:17-18 indicates that Jesus did not come to abolish the
Law but to fulfill it, emphasizing its enduring validity until heaven and earth pass away, thus affirming
the Law's ongoing relevance. How should we interpret the phrase 'until heaven and earth pass
away' in Matthew 5:18? This phrase signifies the permanence and divine authority of God's law,
suggesting that it remains valid and unaltered until the complete fulfillment of God's plan, rather than
being abolished. Does the passing of heaven and earth mean the literal end of the universe in
biblical terms? Not necessarily; it is often understood as a metaphor indicating the complete
fulfillment or transformation of the current creation, emphasizing the enduring nature of God's law
rather than a literal cosmic end. How does the study of Matthew 5:17-18 relate to the passing of the
Law of Moses? The passage highlights that Jesus' mission was to fulfill the Law of Moses, not to
discard it, and that the Law remains integral until the fulfillment of God's divine plan, which may
involve a new covenant. What is the significance of Jesus emphasizing the passing of heaven and
earth in relation to the Law? It underscores the stability and divine authority of God's
commandments, reassuring believers that the moral and spiritual principles of the Law remain valid
until God's ultimate plan is accomplished. How does understanding the passing of heaven and earth
influence Christian views on the Old Testament Law? It encourages believers to see the Law as
foundational and divinely established, intended to be fulfilled in Christ, and not simply abolished,
thus maintaining its moral and spiritual significance. In what way does the 'study of Matthew 5:17-18'
help in understanding the continuity between the Old and New Testaments? This study reveals that
Jesus saw the Law of Moses as integral to God's plan, emphasizing its ongoing importance and
fulfillment through His teachings, thus demonstrating continuity rather than discontinuity. What are
some theological perspectives on the 'passing' of heaven and earth in relation to biblical law?
Different perspectives interpret this phrase as either a literal end-time event, a metaphor for divine
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renewal, or a symbol of the complete fulfillment of God's promises, all emphasizing the enduring
significance of God's law until God's ultimate plan is realized. 

 
Related keywords: heaven and earth, Matthew 5:17-18, law of Moses, biblical prophecy, Jesus'
teachings, Old Testament law, covenant renewal, divine authority, scripture interpretation, religious
law

RULES FOR PASSING CHORDS

rules for passing chords are essential guidelines for musicians and composers aiming to create
smooth, harmonious, and interesting chord progressions. Passing chords serve as musical bridges
that connect two harmonically related chords, enriching the overall sound and adding complexity to
a progression. Proper understanding and application of rules for passing chords can elevate your
compositions, improvisations, and arrangements by ensuring they flow naturally and maintain
musical coherence. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the core principles, techniques, and
best practices for using passing chords effectively, helping you master their integration into your
musical language.

Understanding Passing Chords: The Basics

Before diving into the rules for passing chords, it's important to understand what they are and their
role within a chord progression.

What Are Passing Chords?

Passing chords are chords inserted between two main chords to create a smooth transition. They
typically connect two harmonically related chords by filling in the space with a chord that creates a
sense of movement, tension, or anticipation. Passing chords often involve stepwise motion, such as
moving from one note to the next in a scale or chord tone, which helps to generate melodic and
harmonic interest.

Types of Passing Chords

Passing chords can be classified into various types based on their function and structure:

- Pedal Passing Chords: Maintain a common tone while moving stepwise.
- Chromatic Passing Chords: Use chromatic alterations to introduce color and tension.
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- Diatonic Passing Chords: Stay within the key, emphasizing scale degrees.
- Neighbor Passing Chords: Approach a target chord from a neighboring tone or chord.

Understanding these types enables musicians to employ passing chords creatively and effectively.

Core Rules for Passing Chords

Implementing passing chords requires adherence to certain principles that ensure their musical
coherence and effectiveness.

1. Maintain Stepwise Motion

One of the fundamental rules for passing chords is to incorporate stepwise motion?either ascending
or descending?between the target chords.

Key Points:

- Use scale degrees or chord tones that move by half or whole steps.
- Ensure the passing chord bridges the two main chords smoothly.
- Avoid large leaps that can disrupt the sense of flow.

Example:

Moving from C major to G major, a passing chord may be D minor, which introduces a stepwise
movement (C ? D ? E) within the context.

2. Use Chords That Fit Harmonically

Passing chords should harmonize well with both the preceding and succeeding chords.

Key Points:

- Choose chords that are diatonic or closely related to the key.
- Avoid dissonant chords unless they resolve properly.
- Consider voice leading principles to minimize awkward jumps.

Example:

In a Jazz progression, a ii7 chord (D minor 7) can serve as an effective passing chord between
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Cmaj7 and Gmaj7.

3. Keep Voice Leading Smooth

Effective passing chords result from smooth voice leading?the movement of individual notes within
chords.

Key Points:

- Minimize the distance each voice moves.
- Aim for common tones or semitone movements.
- Resolve dissonances naturally.

Example:

A passing chord may share a common tone with both adjacent chords, creating a seamless
transition.

4. Limit Dissonance and Clashes

While dissonant chords can be used intentionally, they should be carefully managed.

Key Points:

- Use dissonances as passing tones that resolve quickly.
- Avoid abrupt clashes that distract from the harmony.
- Employ tension and release to maintain musical interest.

5. Consider Rhythmic Placement

Timing is crucial when incorporating passing chords.

Key Points:

- Place passing chords on strong beats for emphasis.
- Use shorter durations for passing chords to maintain momentum.
- Experiment with syncopation to add rhythmic interest.
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Techniques for Using Passing Chords Effectively

Beyond the fundamental rules, various techniques can enhance the use of passing chords in your
music.

1. Chromatic Passing Chords

Chromatic chords involve notes outside the diatonic scale, adding color and tension.

Application Tips:

- Use chromatic neighbor tones to approach target chords.
- Insert diminished or augmented chords for dramatic effect.
- Be cautious to avoid overly dissonant progressions.

Example:

Moving from C to G with a passing chromatic chord like F diminished creates a sense of tension that
resolves at G.

2. Modal Interchange and Borrowed Passing Chords

Borrow chords from parallel modes or keys to add variety.

Application Tips:

- Use borrowed chords as passing chords to introduce unexpected colors.
- Ensure the borrowed chord functions smoothly in context.
- Combine modal interchange with stepwise movement for richer progressions.

3. Use of Suspended and Add Chords

Suspended (sus2, sus4) and add chords create smooth voice leading and interest.

Application Tips:

- Insert sus chords as passing chords for a suspended flavor.
- Resolve suspensions to consonant chords for a satisfying sound.
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- Use add chords to add color without disrupting harmony.

4. Applying the "Neighboring Chord" Technique

A neighboring chord approaches and departs from a main chord via stepwise motion.

Application Tips:

- Use neighbor chords to embellish chords.
- Maintain voice leading to avoid awkward jumps.
- Employ this technique in melodic lines as well as harmonic progressions.

Practical Examples of Passing Chords in Different Genres

Understanding how passing chords function across genres can broaden your harmonic palette.

1. Classical Music

In classical compositions, passing chords are often used to connect diatonic chords smoothly,
employing voice leading rules and chromaticism for expressive purposes.

Example:

In Beethoven's progressions, passing diminished chords often appear to heighten tension before
resolution.

2. Jazz

Jazz musicians frequently use passing chords, including dominant sevenths, diminished, and altered
chords, to create complex, colorful progressions.

Example:

A common jazz turnaround involves passing chords like ii7 ? V7 ? I, with substitutions and chromatic
passing chords adding sophistication.

3. Pop and Contemporary Music

In pop music, passing chords add flavor and interest, often placed on upbeat or syncopated
rhythms.
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Example:

A common technique is inserting a minor or major chord a half step above or below the target chord
for tension.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using Passing Chords

While passing chords can greatly enhance your harmonic vocabulary, certain pitfalls can undermine
their effectiveness.

1. Overusing Dissonance

Too many dissonant passing chords can clutter the harmony and confuse the listener.

2. Ignoring Voice Leading

Poor voice leading results in awkward leaps and diminished coherence.

3. Forced Progressions

Adding passing chords where they don't naturally fit can disrupt musical flow.

4. Ignoring Context and Style

Different genres have different conventions; what works in jazz may not suit classical or pop.

Conclusion: Mastering the Rules for Passing Chords

Incorporating passing chords into your music requires a balance of theory and creativity. By
adhering to the core rules?such as maintaining stepwise motion, harmonic compatibility, smooth
voice leading, and mindful rhythmic placement?you can craft progressions that are both interesting
and cohesive. Experimentation with chromaticism, modal interchange, suspended chords, and
neighboring techniques expands your harmonic palette, allowing for expressive and dynamic
musical storytelling. Remember to listen critically, analyze great compositions, and practice applying
these principles across genres to develop your own distinctive style with passing chords.

Mastering the rules for passing chords will not only improve your harmonic fluency but also enrich
your overall musical expression. Whether you're composing, improvising, or arranging,
understanding these guidelines will help you create progressions that captivate and engage your
audience, elevating your artistry to new heights.
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Rules for Passing Chords are fundamental guidelines that help musicians create smooth,
harmonious, and musically interesting progressions. Passing chords serve as a connective tissue
between primary chords, adding color, tension, and resolution to a progression. Mastering the rules
for their use can elevate your songwriting, improvisation, and overall harmonic understanding.
These rules are rooted in traditional harmony but can also be adapted creatively to produce unique
sounds. In this article, we'll explore the core principles behind passing chords, how to apply them
effectively, and some common practices that can enhance your harmonic palette.

Understanding Passing Chords

Passing chords are chords placed between two diatonic chords to create a smoother transition or to
add chromatic interest. They often fill in the space between the main chords, leading the ear
naturally from one to the next. Typically, passing chords are used to connect two chords that are a
third, fourth, or more apart, and they often introduce non-diatonic tones or chromatic movement.

Features of Passing Chords:

- Create smooth voice-leading
- Add harmonic interest and color
- Can be diatonic or chromatic
- Often used in jazz, classical, and popular music

Fundamental Rules for Passing Chords

Applying passing chords effectively requires understanding certain rules that govern their placement
and function. These rules ensure that the chords enhance the progression rather than disrupt it.

1. Voice-Leading Is Key

The most important rule when using passing chords is smooth voice-leading. The goal is to minimize
large leaps and move each voice (melody line within the chord) by step or semitone whenever
possible.

Guidelines:

- Use common tones between chords to maintain stability.
- Move individual voices by semitone or whole tone for smoothness.
- Avoid large leaps unless stylistically justified.
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Pros:

- Creates seamless transitions
- Maintains harmonic coherence

Cons:

- May limit chromatic experimentation
- Can be restrictive if overused

2. Use Diatonic Passing Chords First

Start with chords that are diatonic to the key before exploring chromatic or altered passing chords.

Features:

- Ensures harmonic stability
- Easier to control voice-leading
- Serves as a foundation for more complex passing chords

Example:

- Moving from C major to F major via a D minor chord (ii) in C major

Pros:

- Predictable and consonant
- Easier for beginners

Cons:

- Less colorful; may sound predictable

3. Incorporate Chromatic Passing Chords Sparingly
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Chromatic passing chords introduce non-diatonic tones, adding color and tension.

Guidelines:

- Use chromatic chords to create interest or surprise
- Ensure they resolve smoothly to diatonic chords
- Avoid excessive chromaticism that confuses the listener

Example:

- Passing through a G diminished chord between G and A chords

Pros:

- Adds harmonic richness
- Creates tension and release

Cons:

- Can sound jarring if overused
- Requires careful voice-leading

4. Respect the Function of the Chord

Each passing chord should serve a harmonic purpose, whether to connect, create tension, or
prepare a resolution.

Features:

- Connecting chords should lead naturally to the target chord
- Tension chords should resolve properly
- Avoid random or unrelated chords

Example:
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- Using a dominant seventh as a passing chord to lead to a tonic

Pros:

- Enhances musical coherence
- Reinforces harmonic goals

Cons:

- May constrain creative choices if overly rigid

5. Consider Rhythmic Placement

Passing chords are often rhythmically placed to emphasize their function and create momentum.

Guidelines:

- Place passing chords on weak beats or off-beats
- Use rhythmic variation to keep interest
- Avoid placing passing chords on strong beats that disrupt the groove

Pros:

- Enhances rhythmic flow
- Adds subtlety and sophistication

Cons:

- Overcomplicates rhythm if not carefully managed

Types of Passing Chords and Their Rules

Different types of passing chords serve various harmonic functions. Understanding their specific
rules can help you decide when and how to use them.

1. Diatonic Passing Chords
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These chords are built from the notes within the key.

Rules:

- Use chords within the key that connect the main chords smoothly
- Common choices include ii, iii, IV, and vi in major keys

Example:

- C (I) ? Dm (ii) ? G (V) in C major

Features:

- Safe, predictable
- Facilitates smooth voice-leading

2. Chromatic Passing Chords

These involve non-diatonic tones to add color.

Rules:

- Use sparingly to avoid chaos
- Ensure they resolve to diatonic chords
- Voice leading should still be smooth

Example:

- Passing through a D diminished chord between D minor and E minor

Features:

- Adds tension and interest
- Often used in jazz and classical music
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3. Diminished and Augmented Passing Chords

These chords are common in jazz and classical improvisation.

Rules:

- Use diminished chords to create tension that resolves downward or upward
- Augmented chords can add a sense of ambiguity or color
- Voice-leading should follow the symmetrical structure

Features:

- Provide strong pull towards target chords
- Can be used as passing or neighbor chords

Practical Tips for Using Passing Chords

Applying the rules effectively often requires practice and musical intuition. Here are some tips to
help you incorporate passing chords skillfully.

1. Practice Voice-Leading Exercises

Work on simple progressions, moving stepwise with passing chords to develop smooth voice
movement.

2. Experiment with Different Rhythms

Change the placement of passing chords rhythmically to see how it affects the feel.

3. Analyze Songs and Progressions

Study jazz standards, classical pieces, and popular songs to see how composers and performers
utilize passing chords.

4. Use Voice-Leading Software or Piano

Experiment with chord voicings and transitions to find the most natural movements.

5. Be Creative with Chromaticism
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Don?t shy away from chromatic passing chords?use them to add your personal style.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While rules guide good practice, awareness of common pitfalls helps prevent overuse or misuse.

- Overloading progressions with too many passing chords, disrupting the sense of stability.
- Ignoring voice-leading, resulting in awkward or dissonant transitions.
- Using chromatic chords without proper resolution, causing confusion.
- Placing passing chords on strong beats in a way that disrupts the groove.

Conclusion

Rules for passing chords serve as essential guidelines that balance harmonic function and creative
expression. By respecting voice-leading principles, starting with diatonic options, and judiciously
incorporating chromatic and altered chords, musicians can craft progressions that are both smooth
and colorful. Remember that the ultimate goal is to serve the musical narrative, whether by creating
tension, surprise, or seamless flow. As with all aspects of music theory, flexibility and
experimentation are key. Understanding these rules provides a solid foundation, but your unique
musical voice will flourish as you explore and adapt passing chords to fit your style and expression.

Happy harmonic exploring!
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the basic rules for passing chords in music theory? Passing chords
should smoothly connect two main chords, typically by stepwise motion, and are often used to
create a sense of movement and transition within a progression. Can passing chords be dissonant,
and how should they be treated? Yes, passing chords can be dissonant; they are usually
approached and resolved by stepwise motion, and their dissonance should be carefully handled to
enhance musical tension and release. Are passing chords always diatonic, or can they be
non-diatonic? Passing chords are often diatonic, but non-diatonic passing chords can be used for
color and interest, provided they are integrated smoothly into the progression. What is the common
rule regarding the placement of passing chords in a progression? Passing chords are typically
placed between two stable chords that are a third or a step apart, filling the space and creating a
smooth transition. Should passing chords be used in every chord progression? No, passing chords
should be used sparingly to enhance movement; overuse can clutter the harmony and reduce their
effectiveness. How do you determine whether a chord qualifies as a passing chord? A passing
chord is one that connects two main chords by stepwise motion and typically doesn't function as a
primary harmony on its own, serving mainly as a transitional device. Are there specific voice-leading
rules for passing chords? Yes, passing chords should follow good voice-leading principles, such as
minimal movement and proper resolution of dissonances to ensure smooth musical lines. Can
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passing chords be used in different musical styles? Absolutely, passing chords are versatile and can
be used across various styles, from classical and jazz to pop and folk, to add movement and
interest. 

 
Related keywords: passing chords, chord progression, music theory, voice leading, harmony, jazz
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Read the full article online: rules for passing chords

Published by: crystalcleanlongisland.com Page 23 of 23

https://crystalcleanlongisland.com/file/uLL3PGJDF17D/RULES+FOR+PASSING+CHORDS

