
Method statement for scaffolding errection Workbook Vol. 2023, Issue 3

Method statement for scaffolding errection
Workbook

Method Statement for Scaffolding Erection

Introduction

A well-defined method statement for scaffolding erection is essential to ensure the safety, efficiency,
and quality of scaffold installation on construction sites. Proper planning and execution of scaffolding
erection minimize risks to workers, prevent accidents, and ensure compliance with safety
regulations. This comprehensive guide details the step-by-step process, safety considerations, and
best practices for erecting scaffolding safely and effectively.

Understanding the Scope of the Method Statement

Before commencing scaffolding erection, it is critical to define the scope of work clearly. This
includes:

- Type and height of the scaffolding required
- Site-specific conditions
- Duration of the scaffolding installation and dismantling
- Responsible personnel and their roles
- Regulatory and safety compliance standards

Pre-Construction Preparations

Site Inspection and Assessment

- Examine ground conditions for stability and levelness.
- Identify overhead obstructions like power lines, trees, or building structures.
- Ensure adequate space for material storage and movement.
- Assess access points for delivery and assembly.

Design and Planning
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- Refer to approved scaffolding drawings and designs.
- Calculate load capacities based on the intended use.
- Prepare a detailed erection sequence plan.
- Obtain necessary permits and approvals from relevant authorities.

Material and Equipment Procurement

- Confirm availability of scaffolding components (tubes, couplers, base plates, braces, etc.).
- Check for compliance with safety standards (e.g., BS EN 12811, OSHA).
- Arrange for lifting equipment like cranes or hoists if needed.

Personnel and Training

- Assign qualified and trained personnel for erection and dismantling.
- Conduct toolbox talks to inform workers about safety procedures.
- Ensure all workers are equipped with PPE (helmets, gloves, harnesses, etc.).

Methodology for Scaffolding Erection

Step 1: Site Preparation

- Clear the area of debris and obstructions.
- Level the ground where base plates will be placed.
- Install base plates or sole boards on uneven surfaces to distribute loads.

Step 2: Erecting the Base and Starter Units

- Begin with the erection of base plates and standards.
- Use proper lifting techniques; employ cranes or lifts if components are heavy.
- Ensure that standards are plumb and secure before proceeding.

Step 3: Building the Scaffold Frame

- Sequentially assemble the scaffold framework according to the approved plan:
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- Attach horizontal ledgers to standards.
- Install braces to stabilize the structure.
- Erect vertical standards at specified intervals.
- Use coupling devices securely to connect tubes.

- Maintain proper alignment and plumbness throughout.

Step 4: Installing Decks and Working Platforms

- Place suitable planking or decking material on the ledger levels.
- Ensure platforms are secure, level, and free from defects.
- Install guardrails, toe boards, and mid-rails for fall protection.

Step 5: Access and Safety Features

- Install ladders, stair towers, or ramps for safe access.
- Ensure all safety features are in place before allowing workers to climb.

Step 6: Inspection and Verification

- Conduct a thorough inspection after assembly:
- Check all connections and bracing.
- Verify scaffold stability.
- Confirm safety features are correctly installed.
- Document inspection results and rectify any issues immediately.

Safety Considerations During Scaffolding Erection

- Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Mandatory for all workers.
- Training and Supervision: Only trained personnel should perform erection tasks.
- Load Management: Do not overload the scaffold; adhere to weight limits.
- Weather Conditions: Suspend work during adverse weather (high winds, rain, lightning).
- Fall Protection: Use harnesses, guardrails, and toe boards.
- Secure Materials: Ensure all tools and materials are secured to prevent falling objects.
- Emergency Procedures: Establish clear protocols for accidents or emergencies.
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Post-Erection Activities and Handover

- Final Inspection: Conduct a comprehensive safety check before use.
- Documentation: Prepare erection reports, inspection certificates, and as-built drawings.
- Handover to Work Team: Transfer responsibility with clear instructions and safety guidelines.
- Regular Monitoring: Schedule periodic inspections during use to identify and address issues.

Disassembly and Dismantling of Scaffolding

- Follow a systematic approach, reversing the erection sequence.
- Remove components carefully to prevent structural instability.
- Use appropriate lifting equipment for heavy parts.
- Ensure the site remains safe and clear during dismantling.
- Conduct inspections at each stage and document the process.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Scaffolding Erection

- Unstable Ground Conditions: Use base plates and sole boards; reinforce with additional
supports.

- Overhead Obstructions: Plan for alternative erection sequences or protective measures.
- Component Damage or Defects: Inspect all materials before use; replace damaged parts.
- Worker Safety Risks: Continuous training, supervision, and adherence to safety procedures.

Legal and Regulatory Compliance

- Comply with local occupational health and safety regulations.
- Follow standards such as OSHA, BS EN 12811, or equivalent.
- Maintain records of inspections, training, and permits.
- Conduct risk assessments and implement control measures.

Conclusion

A comprehensive method statement for scaffolding erection is vital for ensuring safe, efficient, and
compliant scaffold installation. Proper planning, trained personnel, adherence to safety standards,
and systematic execution are the pillars of successful scaffolding projects. Regular inspections,
safety audits, and documentation further reinforce the safety culture on-site, ultimately leading to a
successful project completion with minimized risks.
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Method Statement for Scaffolding Erection

In the realm of construction and industrial maintenance, scaffolding plays a pivotal role in ensuring
safe and efficient access to elevated work areas. Proper erection of scaffolding is not merely a
matter of assembling tubes and boards; it is a complex process that demands meticulous planning,
adherence to safety standards, and precise execution. This comprehensive review delves into the
method statement for scaffolding erection, elucidating best practices, safety considerations, and
procedural steps essential for a successful and compliant scaffolding setup.

Understanding the Significance of a Method Statement in Scaffolding
Erection

A method statement is a documented plan that outlines the procedures, safety measures, and
responsibilities involved in executing a specific task?in this case, scaffolding erection. It serves as a
roadmap for workers, supervisors, and safety personnel to ensure that the process is carried out
systematically, safely, and in accordance with applicable standards such as OSHA, BS 1139, or
local regulations.

Why is a Method Statement Crucial?

- Ensures Safety: Highlights safety procedures and hazard mitigation strategies.
- Promotes Consistency: Standardizes the erection process across different teams or projects.
- Legal Compliance: Demonstrates due diligence and adherence to legal requirements.
- Risk Management: Identifies potential risks and outlines control measures.
- Facilitates Training: Acts as a training resource for new or temporary workers.

Pre-Construction Preparations

Effective scaffolding erection begins with thorough planning and preparation.

Site Assessment and Planning

- Site Inspection: Evaluate ground conditions, overhead hazards, proximity to power lines, and
access routes.

- Design Specification: Confirm the scaffolding design, load capacities, and structural
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requirements based on the project scope.
- Permits and Approvals: Obtain necessary permits and ensure compliance with local authority

regulations.
- Material Inspection: Verify that scaffolding materials conform to standards and are free from

defects.

Design and Engineering Considerations

- Structural Stability: Ensure the design accounts for wind loads, worker loads, and environmental
factors.

- Foundation Preparation: Prepare firm, level bases for scaffold supports, including the use of
base plates or sole boards.

- Access and Egress: Plan for safe access routes such as ladders or stair towers.

Personnel and Equipment Planning

- Qualified Workforce: Assign trained and competent personnel for erection, inspection, and
dismantling.

- Safety Equipment: Prepare PPE (helmets, harnesses, gloves), tools, and safety barriers.
- Emergency Preparedness: Develop emergency response plans, including rescue procedures.

Step-by-Step Method for Scaffolding Erection

The erection process should be conducted systematically, following the detailed steps outlined
below.

1. Foundation and Base Preparation

- Level Ground: Ensure the ground is solid, level, and capable of supporting the scaffold load.
- Base Plates and Sole Boards: Install base plates on adjustable screw jacks or sole boards to

distribute weight evenly.
- Anchoring: Secure the base to prevent movement and ensure stability.

2. Erecting the First (Base) Level

- Vertical Standards: Erect the first vertical standards, ensuring they are plumb and properly
aligned.

Published by: crystalcleanlongisland.com Page 6 of 9



Method statement for scaffolding errection Workbook Vol. 2023, Issue 3

- Bracing: Install bottom and diagonal bracing as per design specifications to provide lateral
stability.

- Platform Supports: Fix ledger and transom members to support working platforms.

3. Building Upwards

- Adding Levels: Sequentially erect additional standards and horizontal members, maintaining
plumbness and alignment.

- Decking Installation: Secure scaffolding boards or decking at each level, ensuring they are
properly supported and secured.

- Guardrails and Toeboards: Install guardrails, midrails, and toeboards to prevent falls and falling
objects.

- Access Points: Incorporate ladders, stair towers, or ramps for safe access to each level.

4. Tying and Anchoring

- Stability Ties: Tie scaffolding to the structure at regular intervals to prevent tipping or swaying.
- Bracing: Use cross or diagonal braces to enhance rigidity, especially for tall or complex

scaffolds.
- Foundation Checks: Continuously verify the integrity of the base and anchoring systems.

5. Final Inspection and Safety Checks

- Visual Inspection: Check for proper assembly, secure fittings, and absence of defects.
- Load Testing: Perform load tests if required to confirm structural integrity.
- Safety Signage: Install warning signs and safety notices as per site requirements.

Safety Considerations and Best Practices

Safety is paramount during scaffolding erection. The following practices must be integrated into the
method statement:

- Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Mandatory use of helmets, harnesses, gloves, and safety
boots.

- Training: Workers must be trained in scaffold safety, proper use of tools, and emergency
procedures.

- Fall Protection: Use of harnesses, guardrails, and safety nets to prevent falls.
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- Weather Conditions: Cease erection during high winds, storms, or adverse weather.
- Tool Management: Secure tools and materials to prevent falling hazards.
- Regular Inspections: Conduct routine checks during erection and dismantling to identify and

rectify issues immediately.
- Communication: Maintain clear communication among team members using radios or hand

signals.

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

While following the method statement, several challenges may arise:

- Uneven Ground Conditions: Use suitable foundation supports or adjust the scaffold design.
- Overloading: Strictly adhere to load capacities; avoid stacking materials on platforms.
- Structural Instability: Ensure proper bracing and tie-ins; avoid erecting scaffolds above

unsupported spans.
- Material Shortages or Defects: Maintain inventory checks; inspect all materials before use.
- Limited Access: Plan for alternative access routes or modular scaffolding systems.

Documentation and Record Keeping

Maintaining comprehensive records is essential for accountability and future inspections:

- Erection Drawings and Plans: Keep updated design documents.
- Inspection Reports: Record daily inspections and safety checks.
- Training Records: Document worker training and competency.
- Incident Reports: Log any accidents or near misses for review and improvement.
- Material Certification: Store certificates of conformity for all scaffolding components.

Conclusion

The method statement for scaffolding erection is a critical document that ensures the process is
executed safely, efficiently, and in compliance with regulatory standards. It encompasses detailed
planning, precise execution steps, safety protocols, and continuous supervision. By adhering to a
robust method statement, construction teams can mitigate risks, prevent accidents, and deliver
high-quality scaffolding structures that support safe working environments at heights.

In an industry where safety and precision are non-negotiable, the importance of a well-prepared
method statement cannot be overstated. It is the foundation upon which safe scaffolding practices
are built, ultimately safeguarding workers, project timelines, and project success.
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 QuestionAnswer What is a method statement for scaffolding erection? A method statement for

scaffolding erection is a documented plan that outlines the procedures, safety measures, and
responsibilities involved in the safe assembly and disassembly of scaffolding structures on a
construction site. Why is a method statement important for scaffolding erection? It ensures safety by
identifying potential hazards, clarifies the sequence of activities, assigns responsibilities, and
ensures compliance with relevant safety standards and regulations. What are the key components
included in a scaffolding erection method statement? Key components include scope of work,
materials and equipment, safety precautions, sequence of activities, roles and responsibilities, risk
assessments, and emergency procedures. Who is responsible for preparing the scaffolding erection
method statement? Typically, a competent person such as a site supervisor, safety officer, or
scaffolding contractor prepares the method statement to ensure all safety and procedural aspects
are adequately addressed. How does the method statement ensure safety during scaffolding
erection? It systematically identifies hazards, details safe work practices, specifies protective
measures, and ensures that all personnel are aware of safety protocols to prevent accidents. What
are the critical safety measures to include in a scaffolding erection method statement? Critical
measures include proper foundation and support, use of personal protective equipment (PPE), fall
protection, load limits, weather considerations, and regular inspection protocols. How often should
the scaffolding erection method statement be reviewed or updated? It should be reviewed and
updated whenever there are changes in site conditions, procedures, or after incidents to ensure
ongoing safety and compliance. What are the common challenges faced during scaffolding erection,
and how does the method statement address them? Common challenges include unstable ground,
weather conditions, and coordination issues. The method statement addresses these by including
risk assessments, contingency plans, and detailed work procedures. Is a scaffolding erection
method statement required by law or standards? Yes, many safety regulations and standards, such
as OSHA and local construction codes, mandate the preparation and approval of method
statements for scaffolding erection to ensure safe practices. 
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