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The 37 practices of a bodhisattva tokme
zangpo s Handbook

the 37 practices of a bodhisattva tokme zangpo s

The 37 practices of a bodhisattva tokme zangpo s represent a profound spiritual guide rooted in
Tibetan Buddhist teachings. These practices outline the essential qualities and actions that a
bodhisattva ? an enlightened being committed to the liberation of all sentient beings ? cultivates on
the path toward enlightenment. By adhering to these practices, practitioners aim to develop
compassion, wisdom, patience, and ethical conduct, ultimately leading to the realization of
Buddhahood for the benefit of all beings. In this comprehensive article, we will explore each of the
37 practices in detail, providing insights into their significance and practical application.

Understanding the 37 Practices of a Bodhisattva Tokme Zangpo S

The 37 practices serve as a practical roadmap for bodhisattvas, emphasizing the importance of
cultivating virtuous qualities and engaging in skillful actions. These practices are often derived from
classical Tibetan texts and are integral to Mahayana and Vajrayana traditions. They are designed to
be integrated into daily life, fostering a mindset of altruism, humility, and unwavering commitment to
the welfare of others.

The Structure of the 37 Practices

The 37 practices are generally categorized into groups based on the qualities they cultivate. These
include:

- Practices related to the mind and attitude
- Practices concerning behavior and conduct
- Practices involving wisdom and understanding
- Practices emphasizing perseverance and patience
- Practices focused on ethical discipline

Below, we will examine each of these practices in detail, providing context and guidance for
practitioners.

The 37 Practices of a Bodhisattva: Detailed Overview
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- Cherishing others more than oneself

A bodhisattva prioritizes the happiness and well-being of others over personal gain, cultivating
boundless compassion.

- Cherishing all beings equally

Treating all sentient beings with equal care, regardless of their circumstances or background.

- Practicing patience

Enduring hardships and insults without anger or resentment, recognizing them as opportunities for
growth.

- Practicing joy in virtue

Rejoicing in others' virtuous deeds and progress on the spiritual path.

- Practicing generosity

Giving freely without attachment or expectation of reward, including material possessions and
mental qualities.

- Practicing ethical discipline

Upholding moral precepts with sincerity, avoiding harm and misconduct.

- Practicing perseverance

Continuing steadfastly on the spiritual path despite obstacles and discouragements.

- Practicing meditative concentration

Developing focused and stable meditation to deepen understanding and realization.
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- Practicing wisdom

Cultivating insight into the true nature of reality, such as emptiness and interdependence.

- Practicing humility

Remaining modest about one's achievements and recognizing the value of others' contributions.

Conduct and Behavior in the Practice of a Bodhisattva

- Practicing patience with others

Accepting others' faults and mistakes with tolerance and compassion.

- Practicing humility

Acknowledging one's limitations and avoiding arrogance.

- Practicing simplicity

Living modestly, avoiding excess and attachment to material possessions.

- Practicing contentment

Being satisfied with what one has, reducing greed and dissatisfaction.

- Practicing discipline

Adhering to vows and ethical commitments consistently.

- Practicing service

Helping others selflessly and without expectation of reward.

Published by: crystalcleanlongisland.com Page 3 of 13



The 37 practices of a bodhisattva tokme zangpo s Handbook Vol. 2024, Issue 4

- Practicing mindfulness

Being aware of one's thoughts, speech, and actions at all times.

- Practicing patience when facing suffering

Accepting pain and hardship as part of the spiritual journey.

- Practicing perseverance in practice

Maintaining effort in meditation, study, and virtuous actions over time.

- Practicing contentment with the Dharma

Being satisfied with one's progress and study of the teachings.

Wisdom and Insight in the Bodhisattva?s Practice

- Practicing wisdom of emptiness

Realizing that all phenomena are devoid of inherent existence.

- Practicing compassion

Actively seeking to alleviate the suffering of others.

- Practicing patience with ignorance

Understanding others' faults without anger, recognizing their ignorance as a cause of suffering.

- Practicing equanimity

Maintaining mental balance amidst praise or blame.
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- Practicing self-control

Resisting negative impulses and maintaining ethical discipline.

- Practicing non-attachment

Letting go of clinging to possessions, reputation, or outcomes.

- Practicing perseverance in the face of adversity

Continuing the practice despite difficulties.

- Practicing the altruistic attitude

Cultivating a mind dedicated to the benefit of all beings.

- Practicing wisdom of interdependence

Understanding the interconnectedness of all phenomena.

- Practicing the view of enlightenment

Maintaining the vision of ultimate truth as the foundation of practice.

The Virtues and Qualities to Embody

- Practicing patience and tolerance

Developing resilience and acceptance of others' faults and the hardships of life.

- Practicing joy in virtue

Rejoicing in the virtues of others and oneself.
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- Practicing humility and respect

Honoring others' qualities and avoiding arrogance.

- Practicing diligence

Applying sustained effort in practice and study.

- Practicing ethical conduct

Maintaining moral discipline in speech, action, and thought.

- Practicing wisdom

Deepening insight into the nature of reality.

- Practicing compassion and altruism

Actively engaging in acts of kindness to benefit all beings.

Practical Application of the 37 Practices

Implementing the 37 practices requires consistent effort and mindfulness. Here are some practical
tips for practitioners:

- Daily Reflection: Begin and end each day reflecting on which practices you have embodied and
where improvement is needed.

- Mindful Speech and Action: Be conscious of how your words and deeds affect others.
- Meditation on Compassion and Wisdom: Regularly meditate on the qualities of bodhisattvas to

reinforce your commitment.
- Engage in Service: Volunteer and help others whenever possible.
- Study and Contemplation: Deepen your understanding of Buddhist teachings to align your mind

with these practices.
- Community Support: Surround yourself with like-minded practitioners who can inspire and

support your journey.
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Conclusion

The 37 practices of a bodhisattva tokme zangpo s serve as a comprehensive guide for cultivating
the qualities necessary for spiritual development and altruism. By integrating these practices into
daily life, practitioners can progress steadily along the bodhisattva path, fostering compassion,
wisdom, patience, and ethical discipline. Ultimately, these practices aim to transform the
practitioner's mind and actions, leading to enlightenment not only for oneself but for the benefit of all
sentient beings. Embracing these principles can profoundly influence one's spiritual journey and
contribute to creating a more compassionate and enlightened world.
 
The 37 Practices of a Bodhisattva Tokme Zangpo s represent a profound spiritual framework
rooted in Mahayana Buddhism, particularly within the Tibetan Buddhist tradition. These practices
serve as a comprehensive guide for practitioners aspiring to embody the bodhisattva ideal?one who
seeks enlightenment not merely for personal liberation but for the benefit of all sentient beings.
Authored by the revered Tibetan master Tokme Zangpo, these 37 principles distill the essence of
bodhisattva conduct into actionable and contemplative steps, fostering qualities like compassion,
wisdom, patience, and altruism. This article offers an in-depth exploration of each practice, providing
insights into their significance, practical applications, and the transformative potential they hold for
practitioners committed to the path of awakening.

Understanding the Bodhisattva Path and the Significance of the 37
Practices

The Bodhisattva Ideal in Mahayana Buddhism

The bodhisattva ideal is central to Mahayana Buddhism, emphasizing the aspiration to attain
Buddhahood for the sake of all sentient beings. Unlike the arhat path, which focuses on individual
liberation, the bodhisattva path is characterized by an unwavering commitment to compassion and
altruism. Practicing as a bodhisattva involves cultivating virtues that serve as the foundation for
compassionate activity and spiritual realization.

The Role of Tokme Zangpo and the Origin of the 37 Practices

Tokme Zangpo, a renowned Tibetan master of the 14th century, compiled these 37 practices as a
practical blueprint for living out the bodhisattva vows. They condense complex philosophical
principles into accessible, actionable steps, guiding practitioners through the stages of developing
bodhicitta?the awakened mind?and embodying it in daily life. These practices are designed to
cultivate qualities that generate both inner peace and outer benefit, serving as a roadmap for
spiritual growth.

Detailed Exploration of the 37 Practices
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The 37 practices are often grouped into thematic categories, each targeting specific qualities or
behaviors vital to the bodhisattva's journey. Below is a comprehensive analysis of each practice,
including its meaning, practical application, and significance.

1. Revere all sentient beings as if they were Buddha

Explanation: This practice emphasizes cultivating unconditional respect and reverence for all beings,
recognizing their innate potential for enlightenment. It fosters humility and diminishes ego-centered
perceptions.

Application: Practitioners should approach every person they meet with respect, seeing beyond
superficial differences to the Buddha-nature within. This attitude nurtures compassion and patience.

2. Regard all phenomena as illusions

Explanation: Understanding the transient and insubstantial nature of phenomena reduces
attachment and aversion, leading to equanimity.

Application: By perceiving worldly experiences as illusions, practitioners detach from clinging and
develop a balanced mind, vital for progressing on the bodhisattva path.

3. Recognize the suffering of all beings

Explanation: Compassion arises from genuine recognition of others' suffering. This practice
encourages deep empathy.

Application: Reflect on the suffering inherent in cyclic existence (samsara) and cultivate the wish to
alleviate it through compassionate action.

4. Refrain from harming others and cultivate kindness

Explanation: Non-harm and kindness are foundational virtues, fostering harmony and trust.

Application: Practice gentle speech and considerate actions, avoiding violence or cruelty in thought,
word, and deed.

5. Maintain pure ethics and conduct

Explanation: Ethical discipline sustains spiritual progress and builds trust with others.

Application: Follow the ethical precepts diligently, such as refraining from lying, stealing, or harming,
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and acting with integrity.

6. Cultivate patience and tolerance in adversity

Explanation: Patience under provocation is crucial for overcoming anger and developing resilience.

Application: When faced with difficulties or insults, practice patience by understanding the causes
and maintaining a calm mind.

7. Practice joyful acceptance of hardships

Explanation: Viewing hardships as opportunities for growth transforms suffering into a spiritual
practice.

Application: Embrace difficulties with a positive attitude, seeing them as teachings that strengthen
resolve.

8. Develop perseverance and zeal in the spiritual path

Explanation: Steadfastness ensures consistent effort toward enlightenment.

Application: Persist in practice despite setbacks, maintaining enthusiasm and commitment.

9. Cultivate profound concentration and meditative stability

Explanation: Deep meditative absorption stabilizes the mind and fosters insight.

Application: Engage in regular meditation, focusing the mind to develop clarity and tranquility.

10. Cultivate wisdom and discernment

Explanation: Wisdom guides practitioners in understanding reality and making skillful choices.

Application: Study scriptures and engage in contemplation to deepen insight into emptiness and
interdependence.

11. Engage in generous giving without attachment

Explanation: Generosity purifies greed and cultivates compassion.

Application: Offer material possessions, time, or teachings selflessly, without expecting reward.
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12. Practice moral discipline in all circumstances

Explanation: Consistent ethical conduct creates a foundation for spiritual progress.

Application: Uphold vows and precepts diligently, even in challenging situations.

13. Develop mindfulness and awareness in daily activities

Explanation: Mindfulness ensures presence and clarity in every action.

Application: Pay attentive awareness to speech, actions, and thoughts throughout the day.

14. Cultivate humility and gratitude

Explanation: Humility prevents ego inflation, while gratitude fosters contentment.

Application: Recognize others' contributions and appreciate life's blessings.

15. Engage in diligent study and reflection

Explanation: Intellectual understanding complements meditative realization.

Application: Regularly study teachings and meditate on their meaning to deepen comprehension.

16. Practice compassion through active service

Explanation: Compassion manifests in helping alleviate others' suffering.

Application: Volunteer, teach, or support those in need with genuine care.

17. Foster equanimity amidst praise and blame

Explanation: Equanimity maintains mental stability regardless of external reactions.

Application: Respond to praise humbly and criticism without defensiveness.

18. Recognize the impermanence of all phenomena

Explanation: This realization diminishes attachment and fear.

Application: Contemplate the fleeting nature of possessions, relationships, and life itself.
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19. Cultivate joy and enthusiasm for spiritual practice

Explanation: Joy fuels perseverance and enthusiasm.

Application: Find inspiration in teachings and progress, celebrating small victories.

20. Practice ethical restraint in speech

Explanation: Mindful speech fosters harmony and reduces misunderstandings.

Application: Speak truthfully, kindly, and beneficially, avoiding gossip and harsh words.

21. Develop patience with oneself and others

Explanation: Patience supports perseverance and humility.

Application: Accept personal shortcomings and others' faults without frustration.

22. Cultivate a sense of universal responsibility

Explanation: Feeling responsible for all beings motivates altruistic action.

Application: Take proactive steps to benefit others and serve the collective good.

23. Practice meditative visualization of enlightened qualities

Explanation: Visualization enhances the development of bodhisattva virtues.

Application: Visualize Buddha's form and qualities, integrating their qualities into oneself.

24. Dedicate all merits to the welfare of all beings

Explanation: Meritorious actions are best used for the benefit of others.

Application: At the end of practice, dedicate the positive energy to the enlightenment of all.

25. Maintain a humble attitude regardless of spiritual progress

Explanation: Humility prevents pride and preserves sincerity.

Application: Acknowledge the vastness of the Dharma and one's ongoing needs for growth.
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26. Cultivate patience and perseverance during spiritual stagnation

Explanation: Challenges are part of the spiritual journey.

Application: Continue practicing despite obstacles, trusting in the process.

27. Practice loving-kindness and compassion in daily interactions

Explanation: These qualities are core to bodhisattva conduct.

Application: Actively wish happiness and freedom from suffering for all beings.

28. Engage in ethical conduct to purify karma

Explanation: Ethical discipline reduces negative karmic imprints.

Application: Avoid actions driven by greed, hatred, and delusion.

29. Cultivate patience in the face of adversity and suffering

Explanation: Patience transforms suffering into spiritual strength.

Application: Use hardships as opportunities for spiritual practice and growth.

30. Develop equanimity towards success and failure

Explanation: Balance prevents emotional extremes.

Application: Remain steady regardless of outcomes, maintaining focus on the path.

31. Practice humility and respect towards teachers and elders

Explanation: Respect fosters humility and openness to learning.

Application: Show gratitude and reverence, acknowledging the wisdom of teachers.

32. Embody the qualities of patience, kindness, and wisdom in speech and
action

Explanation: Consistency in conduct reinforces spiritual
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 QuestionAnswer What are the 37 practices of a Bodhisattva according to Tokme Zangpo? The
37 practices of a Bodhisattva are a set of guidelines and ethical principles outlined by Tokme
Zangpo to cultivate compassion, wisdom, and altruism on the path to enlightenment. They serve as
a comprehensive roadmap for Bodhisattvas to develop wholesome qualities and assist sentient
beings. How do the 37 practices help practitioners in their spiritual journey? These practices help
practitioners cultivate virtues such as patience, generosity, and diligence, guiding them to overcome
negative emotions and develop compassionate actions. They serve as practical steps to deepen
their commitment to benefiting others and progressing towards Buddhahood. Are the 37 practices of
a Bodhisattva applicable to lay practitioners, monks, or both? The practices are universal and
applicable to all practitioners of the Bodhisattva path, whether lay or monastic. They provide a
framework for ethical conduct and spiritual development suitable for anyone committed to altruistic
service and enlightenment. What is the significance of Tokme Zangpo's teachings on the 37
practices? Tokme Zangpo's teachings emphasize the importance of integrating ethical discipline
with compassionate action. His presentation of the 37 practices offers a practical and accessible
guide for practitioners to cultivate Bodhisattva qualities in daily life, inspired by the Mahayana
tradition. Can the 37 practices be practiced simultaneously, or should they be approached
gradually? While the practices are interconnected, it is recommended to approach them gradually,
cultivating each quality with sincere effort. Over time, consistent practice leads to a holistic
development of the Bodhisattva qualities outlined in the 37 principles. How do the 37 practices
relate to other Buddhist ethical teachings? The 37 practices complement core Buddhist ethics such
as the Five Precepts and the Six Perfections by providing specific behavioral and mental guidelines
aimed at fostering Bodhisattva aspirations, compassion, and wisdom. Are there any modern
adaptations or interpretations of the 37 practices of a Bodhisattva? Yes, contemporary teachers
often interpret and adapt the 37 practices to suit modern contexts, emphasizing mindfulness, social
engagement, and ethical conduct in everyday life while maintaining the core principles of
compassion and altruism. Where can I learn more about the 37 practices of a Bodhisattva according
to Tokme Zangpo? You can explore teachings and commentaries on Tokme Zangpo's work in
Buddhist texts, attend teachings by qualified Dharma teachers, or study related resources available
through Buddhist centers, online courses, and scholarly publications dedicated to Mahayana
practices. 
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